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AN ingenuous minds, so strong is the impression 
produced by tberecollection pf departed worth and 
excellence, that, by an easy association of ideas, they 
respect and venerate the very places where these 
memorable characters were born, where they lived, 
or where they gave particular proofs of talent or 
heroic virtue. No one can read the beginning of 
the third book de Oratore, without experiencing the 
tender enthusiasm which prompted Cicero to go and 
gaze at the spot where stood the immortal patriot 
and orator, Lucius Crassus, when he delivered his 
last and energetic oration — " Post Crassi interitum 
Veniebamus in Curiam, ut vestigium illud ipsum, in 
quo ille postremum instjtisset, lontueremur. O fal- 
lacem hominum spem fragilemque fortunamlj!" I 
trust, therefore, that in a Christian country it will 
not be considered less laudable and innocent, if I 
invite the reader to shed the tear of sympathy over 
departed greatness, and to walk over the mouldering 
ruins of those venerable edifices, once the seats of 
literature and religious virtue, the repositories of art, 
the monuments of the piety and skill of oUr Catholic 
forefathers, the sanctuaries of hospitality, and the 
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n PREFACE. 

pride and ornament of this beautiful county. I trust 
that my researches will be useful ; and if they shall 
excite others to enter Into my labors, and to perfect 
these Historical Collections, I shall think myself 
abundantly rewarded. 

To the registers of the see of Exeter I am greatly 
indebted for the materials of this work. Those offi- 
cial records are of indisputable authority; and no one 
should undertake to write the ecclesiastical, or even 
the civil history of Devonshire or Cornwall, without 
having studied' them thoroughly. To John Jones, 
Esq. of Franklyn, I am proud to acknowledge my 
obligations for his valuable assistance ; and the Right 
Honorable Lord Clifford is entitled to my warmest 
thanks, for bis constant encouragement, and for the 
unreserved use of the library at Ugbrooke. 

I shall proceed to throw together some few parti- 
culars respecting the authority of the Bishop of 
Exeter, over the Religious within his diocese, and 
respecting the state of monastic learning, and the 
manner of electing the Abbots and Superiors. Of 
the architecture of the religious houses I forbear to 
say any thing, as the remains are so triffmg. It is 
singular, that not one of the numerous '* conventual 
churches" in Devon is now standing. 

In the first place, the permission of the Diocesan 
was necessary, previous to the foundation of any 
monastic establishment. This is clear, from fol. 
96—97 of Bishop Bronescombe's Register* con- 
cerning Buckland Abbey. The regular CJergy, ge- 
nerally speaking, (Friars Minors not even excepted) 
depended on the Diocesan for faculties to absolve 
penitents. The Bishops had ateo the power of vi- 
siting .the religions houses, and they appear to hare 
considered this as a duty of primary importance; in 
fact, the attention which they paid to* this point, 
contributed, above all others, to support regular 
discipline, and to prevent licentiousness* And from 
a careful inspection of the registers, I think mylelf 
justified in asserting, that the abbey of Ford, and 

• These registers begin with the death of Bishop Blondy, December Z6, 
1257. Bishop Bytton's, from the year 1292 to 1306, is unfortunately lost ; 
but the acts of the other Bishops, until the change of religion, are fer the- 
most part in the highest state of preservation. 
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especially the abbey of Tavistock, which attempted 
to throw obstacles in the way of episcopal visi- 
tations, were, both in a spiritual and a temporal point 
of view, the worst regulated communities iu the 
diocese of Exeter. It appears also, from the regis- 
tered acts of the Bishops, that corrodies could not 
be granted without the episcopal licence, and that, 
in several instances, the revenues were sequestered 
during long vacancies, or in consequence of the 
improvident administration of the acting Superiors : 
indeed, if the Diocesans had not occasionally inter- 
fered, to preserve the property of certain monasteries, 
the whole must have been squandered away by the 
prodigality or the carelessness of the persons who 
were charged with its administration. Some of the 
Abbots had private seals, and an Abbot of Tavi- 
stock* is charged with the most crying injustice, in 
signing away the property of the community. 

!• the registers above mentioned are several epis- 
copal mandates, directed to different monasteries. 
In these, the Bishop points out the irregularities 
which had been discovered during the course of 
the visitation. They chiefly relate to breaches of 
regular discipline, or of the vows of poverty and 
obedience. Perpetual silence is strongly enforced 
in the dormitory, where a lamp was to be kept burn * 
ing the whole of the night, as enjoined in the 22d 
chapter of the rule of St Benedict. In the cloisters, 
rigid silence was to be observed at certain hours, 
" certis horis," but not perpetually, as some writers 
have contended. I am happy to find, that the 
grosser immoralities (I mean against the virtue of 
chastity) were very far from being common ; and if 
it be a proof of innocence, as even Bishop Burnet 
acknowledges, when the Monks received pensions 
at the dissolution of the religious houses, we may 
fairly conclude, that our Devonshire communities 
must have been eminently virtuous; since the 

• Vide fol. 160, vol. 1. Reg. Grandkaoni A. D. 1348. 

N.B. Generally speaking, tls common seal and all tfce public muni- 
ments and records of toe monasteries, were kept under three different locks 
and keys. This seal could not be validly used without the consent of the 
majority and more respectable part of the community, " majore & saviove 
parte conventus." 
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iv PREFACE. 

Crown granted an annuity to almost every individual 

member. 

1 * As fair as I can collect, the average fee payable to 

the Bishop, at the visitatkrtr, was £0*. 

Of the state of learnftfg- Jo our Devoftietnte motias- 
terte*, I regret tt> have found so few materials to 
enable me to fohn a satisfactory opinion. If Ice- 
land's Collectanea (where some account is given of 
the books that he found hi the conventual libraries) 
were made the criterion, we should be inclined to 
think unfavourably of their application to literature. 
But the impartial observer would not be precipitate 
in deciding : he would recollect that Lelarid's plan 
was vastly too extensive, even for his industry and 
extraordinary ability — that it is but a irapid sketch* 
of what he saw afad heard. Again, that Leland wis 
ho friend to the monasteries, and that he had an 
interest in their suppression. Besides, it is reason- 
able to suppose, that the religious themselves, spring 
the stortn ready to burst on them, and conscious that 
their houses were devoted to pillage and destruction , 
would secrete or remove their most valuable manu- 
scripts and records.- Again, we must take into our 
consideration the -spirit of havoc and fanaticism that 
stalked abroad at the period of the Dissolution .f 
We may also form some estimate of what literary 
treasures may have existed in our ttevtmshtre monas- 
teries, by What we know did actually exist in some 
'Other religious houses in other* parts of England. In 
Peterborough Monastery the books amounted to two 
thousand ; in Glastonbury Abbey the manuscripts 
were almost innumerable. I must hot omit stating, 
that Ford Abbey, in this county,, was in high rfepute 
for learning; that Tavistock % could boast of its 
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* Compare his jejime account ot the JMSS in the library of St. Paul's 
Church, London, with. tbe catalogue given by Dugdale. 

f The Reformation gave a sudden check to the progress of literature. 
.Wood, in page 205, lib. U Hhrt.et Aitiqu. UniversitatisOioiiensie, de- 
scribes, ioe Jtate of. that University, in the-year. 1546, as truly deplorable. 
He says, that formerly there were three hundred bails, or more, in Oxford, 
but were then educed to eight; and hsyadds, " Sane quidem titemrtgrum 
•tudia tarn penitm restinxit Caiuibierum ever*io, ut jwenes artes orones 
ingenues per4endas hi suspieati, ad munera eiviUa, vel etiffm mechaniea 
sese conTerterint." 

J A printing press was erected in this abbey at a very eafly, period. 
Ames, in p. 430—468 of his History of Printing, mentions Walton* 



Saxon school* ; and, that I find no complaint of a 
deficiency of booths in th« account of the episcopal 
visitations, except in one instance— viz. Hartland 
Abbey.* Now the silence of such a sagacious and 
very learned Prektfe, at Bishop Stapeldon undoubt- 
edly **as, may fee construed into an argument in 
fever of the other provincial monasteries : in fret, it 
was q considerable egnptoyment of the Monks to 
transcribe iftanuscript* ; and it was very usual for 
the Clergy and others to bequeath their collections to 
the couwntuBl libraries. In the course of. this work 
the reader will fudan Archdeacon of defter* A* P« 
1366> granting. his library to the Franciscan convent 
in Exeter, and . a Clergyman leaving 1.36 books to 
the library of Qttery College, A. D. 144$. 

With respect to the mode of electing the Superiors 
of religious houses* it appears,, from the registers, to 
have been conducted with great regularity and so- 
lemnity. The caaont law bad determiped Jbfrt no 
vacancy should continue beyond the space of three 
months. As soon then, as the body of the deoeased 
Superior was consigned to ecclesiastical burial, 
the convent made application to tbepationj of their 
house, i. e. to the founder, or the representative of 
the founder's family, for permission to proceed to 
the election of a successor. When this permission 
Was obtained, the Mass d.e Spirit* $anoto was cele- 
brated at the high altar, on the day appointed for the 
election, and afterwards the signal Wfls given for 
repairing .to the chapter-bouse. Here a short in- 
struction V as delivered, suitable to the occasion, by 
one of the commbfcftfe And ,the names of the mem- 
bers who had voicte at the etectiOn were oolted ovejr 

translation of Boetius de Consolatione, '? enprented in the Exempt monastery 
of Tavysto^e in' pensheW", ny me Dan tfhbmaa Ry chard j Monk© of the said 
Monitttefy, l£3V>: 4to, and f* Tim CkMffniaHdMf the.TjNne[fa»ehntter> 
^ > Hen,»j ,, inl6Jee?e«,44o. ♦ ., 

• Vide Bp. Stapeldon's Reg. fol. 147 ad an 1319. 

f " Conditores Cfenontmi pfovida raibeTatibriA *tatnertuit tjnod uHrd ites 
menses x^acare W«iidebetn*.^-— Utegistt* pattini. tf . fc. All pullfe teMtess 




X ^Pdtton* 6T abbess 'shall have^eVnfctod^of then* during a Trcancy. 
See" Mggna"€b«rta ^ 9. Hcu. -S? — N. B. If th e va cancy e io c cdcd the period 
£*ed by the cwpus, $•/ collation deyohed on the Bishop, "perlapaut 
temporis. ,r ' 
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VI PREFACE. 

by the President of the Chapter. The hymn Veni 
Creator was then intoned, after which, the President 
charged, in the name of God, every person that was 
excommunicated, suspended and interdicted ; every 
one, in fine, that was not concerned in the election, 
to depart forthwith, that the community might pro* 
ceed with perfect freedom. The patron's letter of 
permission was then read, and the Constitution Qua- 
propter. Each one then declared his choice ; and 
when the majority of votes was. collected, Te 
Deum was solemnly chaunted, and the elect was 
conducted to the high altar, where his election was 
proclaimed to the assembled multitude. The consent 
of the elect was then demanded ; and as soon as it 
was obtained, an official account of the proceedings 
was drawn -up by an apostolic notary, who was 
always an assistant on these occasions, and by him 
was forwarded to the Bishop. Soon after, the elect 
repaired to the Bishop for confirmation in his new 
dignity, which of course was granted, (if nothing 
uncanonical had transpired in the election) on his 
taking the oath of obedience to the See, and affixing 
his signature to this formulary, which was generally 
deposited on the high altar: 

I think I cannot conclude this Preface better, than 
by transcribing the opinion of Thomas Hearne, A. M. 
on monastic institutions, premising that this profound 
scholar and very staunch antiquary was a steady 
and sincere friend to the Church of England."* " I 
cannot but publicly declare, that I think it would 
have been more happy for the Church of England, 
as well as for the nation at large, if Henry VIII. had 
only reformed, and not destroyed, the abbeys and 
other religious houses. Monastic establishments are 
very ancient ; and it had been very laudable had" he 
reduced the manner of worship to the primitive form. 
But then this would not have satisfied the ends of 
himself and his covetous and ambitious agents. 
They all aimed at the revenues and riches of the 
religious houses. For which reason, no arts nor 
contrivances were to be passed by, that might be of 
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• Sm his Preliminary ObftmUow to Browne Willis* History of Mitre* 
Abbeyt, 
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use in obtaining those ends. The most abominable 
crimes were charged upon the religious, and the 
charge was to be managed with the utmost industry, 
boldness, and dexterity. This was a powerful argu- 
ment to draw an odium upon them, and to make 
them disrespected and ridiculed by the generality of 
mankind. And yet, after all, the proofs were so 
insufficient* that, from what I have been able to 
gather, 1 have not found. any direct one against 
even a single monastery. The sins of one or two 
particular persons do not make a Sodom ; neither 
are violent or forced confessions to be esteemed as 
the true result of any one's thoughts. When, there- 
fore, even these artifices would not do, the last ex-' 
pedient was put in execution, and that was ejection 
by force." So far Mr. Hearne, to whose observa- 
tions I may add the following extract 'from Mr. 
Burke's Reflections on the French Revolution, p. 
207, 6th edit. 

" It is not with much credulity I listen to any, 
when they' speak ill «of those whom they are going 
to plunder. I rather suspect that vices are feigned 
or exaggerated, when profit is looked for in the 
punishment. An enemy is a bad witness — a robber 



is a worse." 



€#lUtti*U& £t 



t 

■■SB 



St. NICHOLAS' PRIORY, 



EXETER. 



THE PHory of St. Nicholas can boast of high 
antiquity. It is clearly the foundation of William 
the Conqueror, and, with the small church of St. 
dare,* was made dependent on Battle Abbey,t in 
Sussex* 

Gunterus, a Monk of Battle, was first deputed to 
take charge of this infant establishment. After a 
shbrt residence, he was appointed Abbot of Thorney, 
in Cambridgeshire. . Cono, who was named his suc- 
cessor, is recorded to hare Interested himself, most 
warmly and most effectually, to promote tbe*welfare 
of this religious foundation. Under the patronage 
of the founder's son, William Rufus, he succeeded in 
building a new church and monastery, which he 
dedicated to St. Nicholas ;} he procured a colony of 
Monks from Battle Abbey, and obtained of the 
parent house a renunciation of all claim to the 
chqrch of St. Olave and its appurtenances, and to 

* Thi* Saint w«s King of Norway, and wag martyred by Ins infidel sub- 
jects A. D. 1028. See his acts (a) in the Appendix. 

t See toI. 1. Dugd. Monastic, p. 315 ; also Domesday, Devenscire, Art. 
LgbstaHge. 

J This Saint was the Archbishop of Myra, the capital of the province of 
Lyda, In Asia Minor. He died in 342. His memory has been held in par- 
ticular veneration by the western churches, since the year 1087, when his re** 
lies were brought from Lycia to Bari, a seaport in the kingdom of Naples. 



certain lands In Collumpton, with the five prebends 
of Uppetona, Colebroche, Hineland, Waevre, and 
Esse, on condition that the Pribry of St. Nicholas 
should pay an acknowledgment of sixty shillings per 
annum.* . 

From a letter addressed by the Primate, St., 
Anselm, to Osbern, the Bishop of Exeter, A. D. 
1103, it appears that tjiese new religious were not a 
little molested by some of the secular Clergy of 
Exeter, and that even the Bishop bad forbidden 
them to ring their bells agreeably to the custom of 
the Benedictine Order. St. Anselm mildly rebukes 
the indiscretion of both, inculcates the obligation of 
charity, and feelingly recommends the religious to 
the confidence and protection of th$ ' venerable 
Bishop. f 

King Henry I. befriended this royal foundation. 
His donation of the land of Relisdon, then valued at 
twenty-five shillings per annum, is given in the 
Monastlcon. But King John honoured this priory 
with such particular marks of favor and distinction, as 
to deserve the name of a second founder. He gave it 
the estate of Bradeham, then worth fifty shillings per 
annum ; he granted them a moiety of the profits of 
Lammas Fair, in Exeter, and I believe the whole 
profits of St. Nicholas' Fair. In the fifth year of 
his reign, when (he effects of famine were severely 
felt in Exeter, he addressed a brief to the Sheriff 
of Devon, " that by the oversight of the Priour of 
SL Nicholas, of Exceter, *& I1II Liege men of Ihe 
same Town be fed CCC poore people from the lid 
of Maie till the dale of the Assumption of our Ladie, 
so that everie one of thexn have dailie one lofe (four? 
loaves shall be worth a penny) and so much potage 
made of the meale and herbes, while herbes may be 
founde ; and when the cannot be gotten, of beanes 
or of peason, wherebie they may be susteined that 
they perishe not. And it shall be allowed you at 
our Exchequer." 

• I am credibly informed that this acknowledgment partly continued to 
be paid to the Crown, from the time of the dissolution of the priory, until 
the year tf 80, when the late Sir Robert Palk procured its redemption in 
favor of Nathaniel Cosseratt, Esq. 

f («&) Appendii. 



In fol. 91 — 2. of Bishop Bronescombe's Register, 
three records are extracted from the ancient book 
called " The Leger Prioratfis Sci Nicholai Exon"— 
a book that seems to have perished in J 781 (Oct. 23,) 
at the fire in the Cotton Library.* The first is an 
amicable composition between the Dean and Chapter 
of St. Peter's, Exeter, and the Prior and Monks of 
St. Nicholas, respecting certain tithes issuing from 
two mills, and the fishery of the river Exe, near St. 
Clement's Chapel, de PiscariA. super aqua. que dicitur 
Exe prope Capellam Si Clemen t is. t The Chapter 
tesigns all claftn and pretension to the said tithes, 
on condition that the Prior and Convent pay them 
forty-pence sterling, vis. twenty-pence at Michael- 
mas, and twenty-pence at Easter. This composition 
was made frhilst Simon de Apulia was Bishop, con- 
sequently between 1214 and 1224. The. second 
refers to a taxation, soon after, by Richard Blondy, 
Chancellor to Bishop Brewer, for the better sup* 
port of the Vicar of Cadbury. The Prior, of St. 
Nicholas is directed to allow the Vicar certain 
houses on the north-side of the ehurcb, four acres 
of land, and a part of the tithes. The third is an 
agreement between the Prior and Julian, Rector of 
Thorverton, respecting the tithes of the mill of* Cad- 
bury. The Prior agrees to pay him six-pence 'in lieu 
of tithes. 9 

Bishop Brewer, who succeeded Simon de Apulia 
in the See of Exeter, was a benefactor to this esta- 
blishment. We are informed by Bishop Grandisson, 
fol. 12. vol. 2. of his ^Register, that he appropriated 
to it the parish church of Poughillj in this county, 
for the purpose of furnishing the conventual church 
with lights, during the celebration of divine service. 

The Abbots of Battle invariably presented the 
Priors of St. Nicholas, who were generally religious 
of that great monastery. Before we offer to the 
reader the succession of the Priors that we have 
been able to recover, we think it necessary to expose 
*a> 

• These throe records are transcribed by Wm. Jermyns, the Registrar 
temp. Regime Elizab. 

f The site of this chapel is still called " St. Clement's Meadow," and the 
jood leading to it, " Chapel Lane." 



and refute the. current and receiv,e<t opinion, that 
Alexander Neeham w^ one of the^e Priors. The 
fact is, that he was not qv?h a member of the 
Benedictine Outer, — he, was qven refused admission 
amongst the Benedictine*, at St Ajbaps; and in 
coosequenoe of this unreasonable reflection, been tered 
the Augnstinfi Ofder In 12J3» hi* jing^lM nwrita 
raised him to the dignity of A,bWt o*r Cire*cester> 
in Gloucestershire, After having governed this 
Abbey, with credit to himself, and to the satisfaction 
of the community, for the. space of three years, he 
retired to Worcester, and was buried either in the 
cloisters or in the presbytery of that cathedral. — See 
Leland's. Collectanea, vol. 4, p. 158 — Leland's Iti- 
nerary, p. 116. voL 8— Browne Willis' History of 
Mitred Abbeys, Art. Cirencester — the teamed Dr. 
Milner's History .of Winchester, vej. 1, p> 217. 

(PftlCkRS QF ST. NIC HO LAS. J • 

. . A. D. 

The 1st that I meet with after Gunterus 
and Ctoso, who have been already noticed, is 
Peter, ad ann. • 1212 

See the Custumale of Ottertod Priory, penes 
Rev. Duke Yonge, Rectorem de Cornwood 

2. Robert de Cumbwell, who resigned in 1258 

3. Robert de Rye succeeded 29th June, 1258 

4. Soger j who was elected Abbot of the mi- 
tred monastery of Battle, in the summer of the 
year 

5. WiUimi de Bvrn succeeded Roger, Aug. 
28, 1318, and resigned soon after. 

6. Robert, alias Laurentim de Suing was 
appointed William's successor, on the 14th of ? .1 319 
January, . >1320 

N. B. Whilst he was Prior, A. D. 1321, the 
belfry of his conventual church fell suddenly 
to the ground. John Strokensfe*d, Bishop of 
Bath and Wells, .grmtod an indulgence of . 
twenty days la all who should contribute to 
its re-buiiding. 

7. Johnde Gordon, who resigned in 1334 
N. B. This Prior appears, from Bishop Gran- 

disson's Register, to have been a man of busi- 
ness, and a most respectable character. 
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8. John de BrechoH succeeded on the 9th of 4. D. 
the following September. He died Prior in the 
early part of 1349 

9. John de fFye was admitted Prior on the 
26th March that year, and dfed about two 
mouths after. 

10. Thcmas Smptg succeeded June 6, and 
resigned early in 1353. 1349 

This Prior molt shamefully neglected the 
duty of residence, which drew from the fcealous 
and vigilant Bishop Grtndffcsfcn the spirited 
remonstrance recorded in his Register.. In 
consequence, the Prior deemed it meet prudent . 
to tender his resignation to the Bishop, about 
Easter, 1363, and which was readily accepted. 

11. Malthew of Hweter *was admitted bis 
successor, on the 17th of April. On this occa- 1353 
sion Bishop Grandisson admonished him, in 
virtue of obedience, and under the penalty of 

the greater excommunication , not to abandon 
the priory, or lay* down his office, without the 
Episcopal license previously asked and* ob- 
tained. He resigned late in the year ' 1359 

12. Gilbert de hyndseye succeeded Dec. 3d, 
that year. At his institution/ Bishop Gran- 
disson forbade him to grant any 'corrodtes or 
perpetuities without his license, and the con- . 
sent of the Abbot of Battle. 

This Prior lived* to a great age. On the 
16th July, 1388, Bishop Brantyngtram, in con- 
sideration of bis years and infirmities, " advers& 
valetudine dttehtus & aenio ' eorafectus," ap- 
pointed William Cantelbyry, a Monk of St. 
Nicholas, to act as coadjutor to Prior GHbert. 
Before the Monk entered upon bis office, the 
Bishop Charged him to make oat an 1 inventory 
of the property of the eot>v»etit, and, according 
to established custom in these eases, to lay a 
faithful statementof his accompts every year 
before the community. 

On the 29th Oetober, 1389, the above-men- 
tioned Bishop ordered the sentence of excom- 
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munication to be pronounced In the cathedral, 
and in all parochial churches and chapels in 
the city of Exeter, against certain persons who 
had unjustly invaded the property and privi- 
leges of St. Nicholas' Priory. 

13. Robert Bregge y who died early in 1396 

14. Thomas Jaankhersie succeeded on the 
23d of May, that year, and resigned in the 
spring of • 1400 

15. William Mershe succeeded June 3, and 

was elected Abbot of Battle on the 23d of July 1404 

N. B. On the 8th of November, 1400, a little 
box, containing the convent seal, was impru- 
dently left in the chapter-house, and was stolen 
in the course of that day. The seal is thus 
described in fol. 51. of Bishop Stafford's Re- 
gister : — " Sigillum rotundum fuerat, habens in 
medio insculptum ad instar & similitudinem 
Casfri quadrati babentis in sui medio unam 
turrim excelsam, & in angulis suis alias turret 
bassiores & propugnacula, & super castrum 
hujusmodiin una parte Vetus Scutum Armorum 
Regis Anglie cum tribus Leopardis, & in ali& 
parte gladium erectum, & in ejusdem gladii 
cuspide sive punctu Coronam Regiam, ac subter 
Castrum Draconem gradieutem insculpta. In 
circumferencia vero sive circulo ejusdem sigilli 
scriptum erat sic. 
Sigillum. Eccle. Set Nicholai. Exonie." 
Bishop Stafford requires, that the sacrilegious 
robbers should restore it within fifteen days, 
under pain of excommunication ; in the mean 
while, all deeds and leases, sealed after the 8th 
of November, were to be considered null and 
void. As soon as the convent seal is returned, 
the Prior is charged to brealfc it up and destroy 
it, as another seal was to be made " de diverse . 
sculptqra, & de alia forma.* 

* This Seal was recovered, and was used until the dissolution of the 
Priory. Amongst the records of the corporation of Exeter, * 1 find it at- 
tached to a bond of William Collumpton, the last Prior, bearing date 
10th August, \S%$. 
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16. ffilMatn Beckel succeeded Wm. Mershe. 

He died Prior early iu 1414 

17. John Underaowne, admitted Prior, Jane 

7th. He died early in . 1419 

18. John Dalyngton, instituted March 9th, 
that year. He- died late in 1 43d 

19. Stephen Fever*ham % admitted his suc- 
cessor, on the 13th of the following January, 

and died early in 1460 

20. John Newton succeeded, and after go- 
verning the Priory three years, was raised to 
the dignity of Abbot of Battle. 

21. Richard Wylsham succeeded on the 
28th of June, » 1463 

22. John Herford, who died Prior ifa the 
autumq of * 1495 

23. William Wettfeld instituted on the 28th 
of October, that year. He resigned early in 
1499, to become Abbot of Battle. 

24. John Lewys admitted hid successor on 1499 
the 10th of April. He died late in 1522 

•25. William Collumpfon, the last Prior ; suc- 
ceeded on the 10th of the following January. 
This Prior consented to the surrender of his 
convent, in the autumn of 1536, when the 
three hundred and seventy, minor monasteries, 
whose yearly income was under three hundred 
marks, or £200, were dissolved by act of Par* 
liament. It is not a little singular, that he 
presented to Brampford Speke vicarage, as late 
as the 14th of July, A. D, 1540. Vide fol. 101, 
vol. 1. of Bishop Veysey's Register.* 
* Dr. Tanner, in his Notitia Monastica, a work of 
considerable merit and general accuracy, Informs us, 
that this. Priory, was fouuded for six Monks. Pro-, 
bably it was originally founded for so limited a 
number ; hjit I think it fair to conclude, from the 
numerous Subdeacons, Deacons, and Priests, that 
were ordained ad titulum Sancti Nicholai, that the 
community was afterwards considerably augmented , 

* This Prior was still alive in 1553, in the receipt of the annuity of £W 
which had been granted him, when he surrendered his convent. — See B. 
Willis', p. 61, vol. 2. of Abbies. 
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The annnal revenues of the Priory, according to 
Dogdale, were £147 12 ; according to Speed, 
£151 12 

It presented, as appears from the Registers of the 
See of Exeter and Browne Willis' Paroohlale An- 
gtieanum, to the following places, ii> the county of 
Devon— 

To the rectory. of Poughill. 

The vicarage of Brarapford Speke. 

The vicarage of Coilumpton. 

The vicarage of Cadbury. 

The vicarage of Alphington. 

The vicarage of Pinhoe, 

The vicarage of Tawton Episcopi. 

The curacy of Netherexe. 
Also to Rakenford, for some time, as, appears 
from an extract of the Leger~Book, inserted in 
Bishop Broneso6mbe , 8 Register. 

Also to the parish church of St. Olave, in*. this 
city. In the Tax&tio Bonorum Ecclesiasticorum, 
begun by order of. King Edward I. A. D, 1288, and 
finished in 2291, 1 meet with the following articles: — 

£. s. d 
Prior Sti Nichi Exon percipit in Ecclesii 

StiOlavi 1 O 

In EcolesiA de Clifton 5 

In EcolesiAde Tawton (North) 16 8 

In Civitat a Suburb Exon de redd ........... 6 8 

Apud Shireford que taxatur ad .2 13 4 

Apud Medehay que tax ad Q 13 4 

Apud Combe 14 

Apud Wener ; 0- 16 8 

Apod Bradeham 2 # 

Apud* Cobelegh and Lechethale de redd ... 1 6 8 

Apud Bauntonde redd 2 

Apud Pothull , 16 

Of this most ancient royal foundation, and by far 
the most extensive and respectable pf the monastic 

establishments in this city, very considerable re- 

■ ' «■■■ ■■■■ ii-ii.iii — —»———»—— — — ■— ^— 

* I observe, in a grant of King Henry VIU. dated August 26, Anno 
Regni 32, that these lands are called Monkencobleigh, and had remained 
in the possession of (be priory until its final suppression. 



mains and vestiges are still in existence ; but they 
are not sufficient to enable me to ascertain the ori- 
ginal ground plan. The greater part of the enclosure 
is still called the Mini, probably a # corruption of the 
mynstre or the monastery : certainly we have no ac- 
counts of any coinage in any part of these premises. 
At the period of the Dissolution, King Henry* VIII. 
made a grant of the priory to Sir Thomas Denys, 
(as Dr. Tanner accurately observes) and he seems to 
have sold it soon after to the Corporation* of Exeter.* 
Such was the barbarous taste of the new proprietors, 
that they demolished the venerable structure* of St. 
Nicholas' Church, the ornament of their city, and 
the admiration of strangers, for the miserable pur- 
pose of getting materials to patch up the town walls, , 
and to stop up the gaps in Exeter bridge. 

O miseri, quae tanta insania, cives ! 

How long the Corporation retained possession of 
the premises, I cannot precisely say; but I know 
they had disposed of tfyem in lots before the accession 
of King William III. A n%ai Catholic ehapel, dedi- 
cated to St. Nicholas, (now served by the author 
of this work,) stands on part of the scite of the 
ancient conventual church ; it was opened for pub- 
lic worship in January, 1792 ; and in digging for the 
foundation, several graves, parts of monuments, mu- 
tilated inscriptions, and quantities of carved mould- 
ings were discovered, 

This article might probably receive considerable im- 
provement, if free access could be had to the archives 
of the Corporation. In a M.S. catalogue of the 
deeds, books, and papers, that are contained in the 
two presses inrthe council chamber, mention is tnado 
of the following documents : 

1. Accts. of the manor of St. Nicholas. 

2. An old rental of St. Nicholas' manor.* 

3. Court Rolls of the manor of St. Nicholas. 

4- Fragment of a Court Leet Book of the manor 
of St. Nicholas. 

• • • 

* Izacke maintains, that the Corporation purchased the priory from the 
Crown in 1549, and that the bridge, over the Exe was repaired with the 
stones of the demolished church, in 1539 ! ! ! 

King Henry 8, on the 20th of March, Anno Regni 34 p . leased the rec- 
tory of Cadbury and Netherexe, to Will. Sherlande, Gent, during a term 
of 2] years, for the sum of 53s. and 4d per annum. 

C. 
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St. ANDREW'S PBIOBY, 

at coma- 

I.N the second vol. of DogdaleX Monastkion, a 
charter is given of Henry II. specifying and conform- 
ing the estates, in England, then belonging to the 
celebrated abbey of Bec,t in Normandy. 

In this charter, the manors of Cnwio and Exewic 
are mentioned as the donations of William, the son 
of Baldwin. Gongh, in his edition J of Camden's 
Brit&nnia, asserts, that this William was the founder 
of CotHo Priory, daring jibe reign of the above-nSen- 
tloned Sovereign. The first mention that 1 have 
fonnd of this priory, in authentic records, is in the 
inquisition taken after the death of John Lord Cour- 
tenay, who succeeded his father, Robert, in his honors 
and estates, on the 26th July, A.l>. 1842. In this 
inquisition,. Cowic Priory is expressly stated to be 
under his patronage. The. religious of this house, who 
were of the Benedictine Order, were a filiation from 
Bee, as King Henry VI. informs us, in a letter ad* 
dressed to Bishop Lacy ; § and its Priors were regu- 
larly appointed by the Abbot* of that great monastery. 
Of these Priors I have collected the following suc- 
cession : — 

ju d. 

1. Thomas^ who resigned in the year 1263 

2, N.\\ de Columbers, who resigned in 1275 

^mmmmammmmmmmammmmmmtmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmtmmmammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^mm 

• Arms— 3 Cows passant sable,*collared Or, eyed Gules. 

f This abbey was founded by the venerable Hellouin, on his own -estate, 
at Fee, circiter A . 1040. See an account of life Abbey in Ducftrell Anglo 
Iforman Antiquities, p. 96, vid. HI. Appendix. 

t Article " Devonshire," p. 58; but on what authority? 

J See f ol. 206 of Bp . Lacy 's Register. 
Probably the initial in the register for Nicholas. 
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jt. D. 

3. Adam de B<mr$, cent rmed successor to the 
above, <m tbe.)6th of August* 1275 

4. IViUiam de PMd* admitted Prior fay, Bishop- 
Bytten, between the: years 1292 & 1 307* 

6, Emtctoklu* occurs Prior m the year 1317 

6. Thomas de LeoMbUs resigned in 1334 

7. Alexander de Rothis^ confirmed Thomas's 
successor on the 22d of Affgvst, 1334? and re- 
signed his office in 1352 

9. Durantkis de Mamclo Stephana succeeded, 
and was Prior for 9 years, 

9. John de Ponle Eptioopi, admitted Prior 

cm the 15th.of May, A.D« 1861 

10. Robert de Giamrittd, died Prior in ' 1882 

11. ^illiun^ de B^trepenp sncoewdeed Robert an 
the 2d of August, and resigned 16 years after* ' 

12. John de HomgecMplt, confirmed William 's- 
saccessor, May 29th,/ ' 1398 

1SJ Peter, wh*» died Prior in the year 1420 

- 14:* fTmtom Deuneb ant j admitted Prior livr. 
20, that year. ... 

N. B. He died early in 1447. 

15. Rober$ de Rouen, alios Rec&ewne, eon*, 
firmed hie sftecdsffer 22d April, 1447 

N. B. This Prior resigned hie office on the 
28d N(rt% tI451 

This being an alien priory, it was frequently seized 
upon during th4 wars between England and France » 
King Henry /V. in tbe 8th year of bis reign, teased it 
ont for a term of ifewtenty years ; Mot on; the pdtitien of 
William Dounebant, the Prior, addressed to Xing 
tietory VI. representing the impoverished state of his 
oonverit, and the serious infaty that it*kad recently 
sustained, from the foundations of the river Ex£, his 
Majesty was graciously pleased to restore to the 
house Its prcg>efty and pifrileges* and exonerate it 
from the animal charge <*f twenty»fettr rtiafkst, which 
had been payable to the Crown. { 

Scarcely had the priory feegtua to breathe from the 
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Dugdale mistakes, when he asserts that this priory was suppressed in 
the Parliament held at Leicester, A. D. 1414. 
t Vid. appendix X&J* 
I Vid. fol. 200, Lacy's Reg. 

c 2 
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pressure of misfortune, when it was visited by a 
dreadful calamity. m Bishop Lacy, in his letter to the 
Barons of the Exchequer, dated March, 19, A. P. 
1444-5, (which is preserved in fol. 256, of his Regis- 
ter,) states, that it accidentally took fir^ot Pttfpa 
Sunday, that year, and that its loss, in buildings, 
moveables, and cattle, was computed at £177 12s. 4d. 
a very considerable sum in those days. 

It seems that the convent could not recover itself 
from this misfortune ; *and probably the distressed 
state of the times and the increasing difficulty of 
procuring religious subjects from the mother-house, 
at Bee, induced the Prior, Robert de Rouen, to resign, 
his office, and to surrender his convent. His deed of 
resignation and surrender was made at Eton College, 
in the Provost's chambers, on the 22d day of Nov. 
1451.* In adopting this measure, he might have 
been influenced by the advice of Thomas, Earl of 
Devon, the patron of Cowyk, who had proved him- 
self a generous benefactor to the new college of 
Eton, then recently founded by King Henry VI. 

On the final resignation by .Robert de Rouen, 
Henry VI. applied the revenues of this priory and its 
right of patronage to Eton College ; but, thirteen years 
after, King Edward IV. transferred this, donation to 
his favourite abbey of Tavistock. Until the general 
dissolution of religious houses, it continued in the 
possession of this gre&t abbey, when it was granted 
to John Lord Russell, 4th July, 31. Henry Vlll.t 

After its union with* Tavistock, I apprehend that a 
few Monks were settled in the house, not under the 
government of a. perpetual Prior, as formerly, but of 
a Superior, that was removeable at the discretion of 
the Abbot. Browne Willis, in p. 7. of the appendix 
to vol. 2. of his History of Abbies, asserts indeed, that v 
"John Carter was last Prior to Cowio, a oeli to Tavi- 
stock ;" but the registers of the See of Exeter are per- 
fectly silent as to. the induction of any Priors subse- 
quent to Robert of R*uep. — In Pope Leo X. Bull, 
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• Vid. Append, (d). 

f Francis, Earl of Bedford, and William Lord Russell, his sou and heir 
apparent, sold much of their property in St. Thomas's parish; comprising 
Barley and Frank \y n, about the year 1 84 1 . 
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addressed to the Abbot of Tavistock, dated Sept 14, 
A. D.. 1517, the priory of Cowyk, as parcel of the 
possession of the said abbey, is expressly exempted 
from t6e jurisdiction, visitation and superiority of 
the Diocesan and Metropolitan, and' is taken under 
the immediate'possession of the Holy See. Vid. fol. 
41. vol. 2. Reg. Bp. Veysey. 

Many of the Courtenay fatnHy chose the conventual 
church of St. Andrew for their place of interment. 
Hugh Lord Courtenay, Baron of Oakhamptou, who 
died in 1291, was buried here; as also Hugh Lord 
Courtenay, who died in 1340 -Vid. Cleaveland's Hist, 
of the Courtenays. Dugdale,p. 791. vol. 1. Moaast. 
makes ntention of Agnes Courtenay, Countess of 
Devon, who died at Tiverton on the 11th df June, 
A. It. 1340, and was solemnly interred at Cowyk, on 
the 27th of the*same month. 

It is singular, that the scite of this priory can no 
longer be traced with any degree of satisfaction. It is 
clear, however, from Pishop Stafford 's Register^, vol. 
p. 287) that it was situated at the further extremity of 
St. Thomas' parish, in ultimis finibus parochie ; and 
again,' that it must have stood- on the low grounds 
bordering on the Exe : as it appears from the mandate 
already mentioned of King Henry VI. that It was ex- 
posed to the inundations of this river, and had suf- 
fered considerable damage in consequence.* 

From fdl. 22. of Bishop Bronescombe's Register, we 
learn, that in Oct. 1261, a Viear was first appointed to 
take charge of the parishioners of Cowic. The Prior 
was then directed to provide the Vicar with a suitable 
dwelling- house, and to pay him an annual stipend 
of five marks of silver, at the four principal terms 
of the year. Their parochial chapel, dedicated to 
St. Thomes,t the Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
dependent on the conventual church of St, Andrew, 
was. situated at the extremity of Exeter bridge— 

• u Magna pars possessionum prioratta cuidam magiie Riparie vocate 
Exe ronvicina existit ue de ingeotihns fluctibusqui ibidem annis nuperimts 
evenerunt extitit inundata : ac Eeclesia <fe Claustrum PrioratOs maximaque 
pars domorum illius loci, adeo debilia <fe putridaexistunt, quod magna pars 
inde ad terrain verosimiliter est casura, nisi crtstntras non modicis cicius 
adjuvetur <fe relevetur." 

f See Bp. Stafford's Reg. vol. 2, p. 287, . i ■ 

c 3 
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" ad fin^m Pontis eivitati? Exon gaper ripam 
fluminis de Exe." To this chapel all parochial pri- 
vileges were annexed, excepting the right of burial, 
" sepulturA duntaxat exoeptA;" the place of inter- 
ment for the parish being the oemitery of St. 
Michael's Cha$el, situated without the priory ©at?* 
" in Cemiterio Capelle Sci Michaejis extra Pwtam 
PrioratAs de Cowyk situate." This chapel of St. 
Thomas bad recently been swept away by an inun- 
dation of the river Exe, " vi fluminis de Exe nuper 
funditus eversa & irrecu perabili ter collapsa." In con- 
sequence of this calamity, the* Prior, John de Bour- 
gc«nyll> gave a spot of ground, commonly called 
Pyryhay, or Pirihay, sufficiently large for a church 
and a cemitery. This spot is described as being at a 
considerable distance from the river, ".& dicto flitmine 
& ejus inundatione longe distante ;'-*and as lying in 
the centre of the parish ; and " in medio parochie 
situata." By the joint exertions of the Prior and of 
the parishioners, funds sufficient for the erection of 
the present parish church were collected ; and on the 
4th Oct. A. D. 1412, Bishop Stafford consecrated this 
sacred edifice ; and, gu the following day, the .burial 
ground, under the title of St. Thomas the Martyr. 
In the grant to Lord Russell, A. D. 1540, it is styled 
" Parochia Thome Bekket." 

In the Taxatlo Bonorum Ecclesiasticorum in Dio- 
cesi Exon, mentioned in the preceding article, I ob- 
serve the following itejp* : — 

£. s. d. 
Prior de Cowyke habet Manerium de Cris- 

tenestowe val • *.'••.* 6 18 8 

Maneria de Cowyke & Exwyke * ,... 9 2 

In Parochii de lnnardesley fQuare Inward- 

leighe) de redd ^ •.. 0*5 

De ecclesia de Methe.... 2 

De portione Yicarie de Ochampton* Id 4 

Bp. Grandisson returned the following account of 
the property of Cowic Priory, to King Edward III. 
A. D. 1356 :— 
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•Oaktompton church was consecrated by Bp. Bronescombe, J ply 31, 
1201 • 
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Prior de Cowyk optinet ecclesiam de 

Cowyk cam capella Sci Thome val 

per annum Xllmarcarum 

Idem optinet de Sprayton val per an... Cs 
Idem optinet eccla de Chrystowe val 

pran X marc. 

Idem optinet eccla de Ochampton val . 

pr an XII lib. 

Idem percipit portionem val annuatim 

ab eccla de Sampford*Courtenay ... Vs 
Idem percipit pemionem annuam de 
. Eccla de Whymple Courtenay ... II marc 

• Cleaveland, in his history above quoted, informs 
us, p. 135, that the chapels of Halstock, Kenne and 
Sticklepath, were also subject to the priory of Cowic. 
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St. CATHARINE'S PRIORY, 



AT POLSLOS 

X HE *Benedictine nunnery of Polslo was founded 
in honor of St Catharine, by William Lord Brewer, 
the father and founder of the religious houses of Tor 
and Dunkeswell. Leland asserts, in his Collectanea, 
that this nobleman was uncle, by his mother's side, 
(Avunculus) to King John. Matthew of Paris, (in 
Maj. Hist. Angl.) informs us, that he was a great 
counsellor of state during the reigns of "Richard [. 
and of John ; and that William Brewer, who was 
consecrated Bishop of J^xeter, 1224, was a grandson 
of his (nepos). The sameness of the name has in- 
duced several writers to ascribe the honor of this 
.foundation to the Bishop. It is not 'unlikclly that he 
was a great benefactor. " „ 

The Bishops of Exeter were the patrons of this 
eonvent, and they appear to have discharged their 
trust with great zeal and tenderness. The commu- 
nity comprehended about sixteen persons at least ; the 
names of so many appear at the election of the 
Prioress Juliana de Bruton, A. D. 1347. As the con- 
vent was poor, 1 find it was generally exempted from 
paying the King's tenths ; t and yet, notwithstanding 
their poverty > Queen Philippa wished to charge them 
with the maintenance of Jane Turbeville, a secular 
lady. In the answer of the convent, to be seen in 

* Bore Gules a sword between three Catharine wheels Argt. 
t The nunneries t>f Cornwood and Canonlegh, as also St. John's Hospital 
in Exeter, wete generally exempted. . 
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the appendix (e") they represent to her Majesty, that 
it would be a dreadful hardship to support others, 
when their finances were barely sufficient to afford 
themselves the common necessaries of life. However, 
the resources of the community were considerably 
improved and augmented before the dissolution of 
religious houses. 

. From the registers so often quoted, and from other 
authentic documents, I am enabled to offer the reader 
the following succession of the Prioresses : — 

A. D. 

1. .Margaret de Morchard, instituted on the 
25th qf Dec. 1267 

Bishop Bronescombe dispensed . with the 
defectus natalium quejn patiebatur. 

2. Margaret de Syndon 9 elected 26th June. 1308 
She died Prioress 25th June, 1321 

3. MarceUa Bloyhon succeeded her in the 
following July. 

4. Margaret de Wydepole> who died on the 
14th of April, 1347 

5 V Juliana de Brulon succeeded in July, 1347 

6. Christina de Seton, who died June 4, 1404 

7. MaihiURs Talbot, confirmed as her sue* 
cessor on the 3d of the following July. 

• She died Prioress, Dec. 16, J 1438 

N. B. Bishop Lacy, 17. May, 1439, granted 
an indulgence of forty days to all such as 
should say a Pater & Ave, for the repose of the 
soul of this Prioress and the souls of all the 
faithful departed. 

8. Isabella Burghe, admitted Prioress on the . 
3d of the following January. 

9. Isabella Trewtronk, who died in Jan. ' 1508-9 

10. Cecilia Milldton> or Mittinglon, suc- 
ceeded Feb. 10th, of .the same year. 

She died early in 1530 

N. B. After a longand expensive suit, between 
this Prioress and the Vicar of Budleigh, Bishop 
Oldham decided, on the 30th Dec. 1513, that 
the Vicar and his successors should pay 40s. 
per ann. to the convent, instead of tithes. Vid. 
fol. 49. Reg. ad finem. 
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A. D. 

11. Margaret Trowe succeeded 13th April, 1530 

12. Eleanor Sgdnam, who surrendered her 
convent to Henry Vlil. on 19th Feb. 1688. Vid. 
p. 65, vol. 2. Browne Willis' Hist, of Abbies. 

Pension*, granted May 1, Anno 31, Henrici 8*. 

£. s. d. 

To Eleanor Sydnam, the Prioress SO 

Agnes Car4we, a Nun; 5 6 8 

-Jane He too, do f....... 4 

JaneKelleye 4 

Elizabeth Bennett 4 

Avys W<w-thie 4 

Ivota Greed 4 0. 

Avvetys Ruswyl 4 

TbomasineCarewe...#. , 4 

Radegundes Tylleye 3 6 8 

Total m IS 4 



At the Dissolution, the revenues 

of Polslo amounted, according 

to Dugdale, to £164 8 11 pr. an. 

According to Speed 1W 2 8 

The scite of this convent was granted, 1. Felx 32. 
Hen. VIII. to Sir George Carewe, and Maty, hfe 
wife, for the term of theii* natural lives. Vid. (J) 
append. 

In the 3d year of Edward VI. the Crown disposed 
of this estate to John, Earl of Warwick. It after- 
wards passed, into the bands of the Champernoun 
family ; then, by exchange, into the Ailworths, and is 
now the property o€ the Parkers, of Whiteway. 

£ s. d. 

Priortesa de Poldo apud Polslo tax ad 12 0. 

De redd ibidem & perquis....... ..... 1 6 

Apud Cockespute 15 

Apud Beratok ... ....' .10 

Apud Sonewaldesham & Bradeford de redd 13 4 

Apud Sigadon & Lynador & Hechfeld ...... 15 

Apud Qoxton de redd & perquis.... 2 6 8 

Item ibidem que taxatur ad 6 

In Civitate Exon de redd , 2 t 
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£. s. d. 

Percipitineccl&de AsertonCAysbton) J5 

in ecclA de Esse-waut 13 4 



This community., as it appears from many leases that 
I have seen, possessed the whole manor of .Polslo. Id 
the parish of Haavitree they had some property* 
styled Dyere La«ds 9 Frog-Marshe, and Botham. In 
Clyst they had a messuage, called Crosse Park, la 
Payhembry they possessed the manor of Cockyspitt ; 
and in Exeter they had certain tenements adjoining: 
the Guildhall. 

In a lease, bearing dale 1. Qct. 15. Hen. VIII. 
I observe the Prioress Cecilia, " for the ffyne of 
£10 sterling, and one peace of Dowlasse," leased 
out to Henry Hamlyn, " Cytesen and Mercbauirte 
of theCvtye of Excett," Jwo meadows in the barton 
of Polslo, one ealled Southwood, and the other 
the Horse Mede " lying in the west part of the Greti 
mede of the convent." 

In another lease, mention is ma<Je*>f a bard lately 
built near our lady's chapel of Mynchin-Lake, (the 
name of the stream running by Polslo,) "juxtaca- 
pellam Beate Marie de Mynchmlake." 

Dr. Tanner, in his Notitia Monastica, makes men- 
tion of a nunnery of St. Catharine, near Exeter, 
which he distinguishes from the convent lit Polslo; 
and he adds, that Sir William Tracy was a consider- 
able benefactor to it. 

For the following reasons, I am led to conclude 
that this nunnery, and the one at Polslo, are pre- 
cisely the same convent. 1st.* The Patron Saint is 
the same in both cases, and indeed the convent at 
Polslo is generally styled the house or priory of St. 
Catharine. — 2nd. Both are acknowledged to be in the 
immediate vicinity of Exeter! — 3d. The registers of 
the See of Exeter are • perfectly silent as to the ex- 
istence of any female community in the neighbour- 
hood, besides the one at Polslo. If any other bad 
existed, surely some notice would have been taken 

* See the Taxatio above quoted. 
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of the election or institution of the Prioress, in the 

episcopal records — some benefaction would oecur 

in the numerous wills which are there transcribed. 

In some of these wills, not on 

foundation in Exeter and its n 

almost every charitable institutiot 

Devon Is specified and remembered 

can be assigned for omitting this 

Sir William Tracy's benefactions, 

Polslo Nunnery was founded in th 

even he may have befriended it 1 

he did not die until the year 111 

not improbable, that it was another member of that 

powerful family, but of the same name, who has the 

merit of being the benefactor. 

I may here observe, that confo 
places is not uncommon In the wor! 
reside at a distance, or who canw 
to the records and papers which il 
tories. For example, the priory of 
been divided into a cell and an hi 
has been confdunded with St. An 

Cowicke and Cuick have been m 

foundations. St. JoTm's Hospital, and the Grey 
Friars, have been mistaken for the same establish- 
ment. See Speed, Stevens, and other writers. 
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St. JAMES's VRIOJRY, 



NEAR EXETER. 

BALDWIN de RIVERS founded this priory of 
St. James, sometimes called Sti Jatfobi de Marisco, 
and made it dependent on the great Cluniac* monas- 
tery of St. Martin. in the Fields, near Paris, A. D. 1 146. 
Thirteen years after, Robert Warlewast, Bishop of 
Exeter, consecrated the cemitery adjoining the con- 
ventual church. 

In a memorandumt of Nicholas Braybrooke, libra- 
rian to Bishop Thomas Bytten, mention is made of a* 
collection of documents relating to this Priory, and 
formerly belonging to that bishop. A catalogue of 
the manuscripts and chatters that were found in the 
treasury of the Exeter Cathedral, in the year 1257, is 
given in Bishop Bronescombe's Register. One of these 
charters was entitled " Confirmatio Theobajdi Can- 
tuarie Archiepiseopi de CapellA Monachorum Sancti 
Jacobi." m 

The community was small, consisting of a Prior 
aq£ four Monks. As the convent depended on a 
foreign house, its revepues were often seized by the 
Crown, ** occasions &uerre," during the wars between 
England ancLFrance. # 

The following fist of Priors is the best I can offer 
to the reader. 

A. D. 

1. Alured occurs Prior Anno 1157 

2. John, admitted January 6, 1276-7 

* The great monastery of Clunt, in the diocese of. Ma$oD, was founded by 
William, the pious Duke of Aquitain, A. D. 910. 
f See tbe beginning of Bp. Bronescombe's Register. 
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-A. D. 

3. Peter de Seynt, who died late in 1304 

4. Stephen succeeded in N&v. that year. 

. 5. John&te Nantolio, admitted 1st August, 1314 

6. William de Bytedene. 

N. B. He was a man totally unfit for his office. 
Bishop Grandisson describes his government as 
fatuum & incautum, & styles him, vagabundus & 
nullibi resident . On. the 8th May, 1334, this Bp. 
excommunicated him for refusing to appear be- . 
fore his commissioners ; but absolved him four 
months after* 

7. John occurs Prior in 1341 

8. John Lemper, instituted in November 1349 

9. John de Worcester, admitted 10th June, 1369 

10. John Getoyle $ucceeded 12 th October, - 1370 
N. B. He was a religions of Montaente Abbey, 

in Somersetshire. His lingular merit* recom- 
mended him to Bishop Branfynghana, who col- • 
lated him to thfe vacant Priory, Vid. foh 8. vol. 
1. Beg. 

11. Ralph Ley* succeeded Feb. 20, 1374 
12* John Thelford, admitted m Oct. 1399 

13. Aaguslinus. 

14. Thomas Dene was Prior m 1438 
and 1 believe was the last that filldd that offae. 

In the reign o/ Henry VI. this priory was suppressed, 
and its estates were granted to hie new College, at 
Cambridge. Though endowed* by the founders, 
with the lands at Coteleg, with half of the fishery at 
Topsham and some lands near Exeter, *and soon 
after the church of Tiverton ;* yet the convent was 
far from being rich* 

' The seite of this ancient priory is now emphatically 
called the OM Abbey ; but hardly a vestige* remains 
to mark its situation. ^ 

Nunc intra nmros Pastotis buccma leati 

Cantat & in vestris ossibus arva metent. 

. -- . - , — 

* This church was subsequently divided into the three portions or prebends, 
oMfed Clare, Pitt, and Tydicombe. At What precise time this division took 
place, 1 am yet to learn ; but the r«g iatew of the See of Sxeter absradantly 
pjrove, thai the Court s- n a y f a mil y presented to these Pr e b e nd s es- tea r ly as 
the middle of the thirteenth century, nearly an hundred yews before 
Westcote, Ri&don, and Cleaveiaad, suppose them to have existed. From a 
passage in fol. 14, of Bp. Bfonescombe's Register, ad inuun, I imagined 
that Tydicombe portion was originally assigned to St. James' Prior}'. 
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Propert. 4. 11. 
In the Taxatio I read as follows : — 

m £. s. d. 

Apud Cowle 13 ' 4 

In Civitate Exon de redd 4 

*Apud Sanctnm Jacobum 3 

Apnd Cothelegh de redd I 

Apud Don nesford 3 

In parrochta de Holecombe de redd 15 



In Bishop Brantynghsm'g Register is the following 
memorandum: — "Radulfus Legh Prior Sci Jacobi 
opt i ne t u nam port iotfem in Ecclesiade Tiverton Val. 
pr. annum X lib." 

Bs fol. T6. Reg. Walteri Bronescombe. 

" In festo Epiphanie Anno 1276 apnd Peynton, 
Duns fipns admisit fratrem Johem Monachum ad 
Prioraiom Sci Jacobi jnxta Exon vacantem, ad pre* 
sentattonem Religiosorum vrroru Prions A Conventus 
Sci Martini de Campis, Parisiis, sub h&c forma. * 

Reverendo in Xto Patri acTDomino Dei gra Exon 
Epo, frater Petrus Prior hnmilis Sci Martini de Cam* 
pis, Pariaite, totnsqde ejusdem loci Conventus, salu- 
fetki A oratidnes ad Dnum hnmiles A derotas. 

Ad Prioratum nostrum Sci Jacob! jnxta Exon 
none vacantem, fratrem Iohem monachnm nostrum, 
vobis latorem presencinm presentamus, Paternitatem 
vestram rogante», quatenus prefatum * Iohem, ad re- 
gime* predict! Prioratus admittere A ipsnm in eodem 
institnere velitis A eidem in negociis predict! Prioratus 
agendis, si placet, consilium A auxilium impendatis, 
Valeat bene A din Vestra Paternitas Reverenda. 
Datum AD. 1276, Die Dominica in Vigilia Sci Mat- 
thei Apli." 



j 



24 



COLLEGIATE CHURCH, 



AT CREDITON.* 

JL HE church of the Holy Cross*, at Creditor, though 
deprived of its brightest gem, by the remoyal of .the 
pontifical dignity, A. D. 2050, to the city of Exeter, 
was ever regarded as the first in rank among the 
collegiate churches in the diocese* For a consider- 
able time she appeared to emulate the magnificent 
establishment of her more favoured sister, the cathe- 
dral of Exeter ;*she could shew her eighteen Canons, 
and her eighteen Vicars — she was rich in relicks — she 
was distinguished with many privileges by the See Apos- 
tolic — and the. diocesans themselves loved to dwell 
in her bosom, and to give her frequent prQofs of their 
affectionate veneration. But every thing sublunary has 
its revolutions By degrees, the church of the Holy 
Gross, at Crediton, was neglected; her revenues were 
reduced, and she saw herself necessitated to mqpe in 
a more contracted sphere, and to diminish the splen- 
dour of divine worship* ., 

Bishop Bronescombe, t- whose very soul was in- 
flamed with the noble ambition of promoting* the 

* I have seen an impression pf the common seal of this church, appen- 
dant to a deed for alienating the Prebend of Hempstill. The deed is dated 
from the chapter-house of Crediton, 20th August, 26 Henry VIII. Unfortu- 
nately most of the inscription was lost, or defaced ; but the seal was circu- 
lar, and bore a Calvary Cross, with two angels above, and two at the feet, 
in an attitude of veneration. • 

f This venerable Bishop is taxed by Hoker, Godwin, and others, with having 
fraudulently obtained the patronage of Clist Fomeson parish, now called 
Sowton ; but a document in the Bishop's Register victoriously refutes this 
inconsiderate accusation. It demonstrates that a fair and legal exchange of 
lands took place between the Prior and the Bishop— that the fatter paid 
down twenty pounds of silver, and bound himself to pay a yearly acknow- 
ledgment at Midsummer. 
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greater glory of the Almighty, was moved witfe com- 
passion at the sight of her fallen greatness^ ami he 
was determined to reinstate her: nor dicf he desist 
from his purpose, until he had restored to her the six 
Canons and the six Vicars, which were wanting 
to complete her ancient establishment. During his 
episcopate, the churches of Coleridge, E^losheil and 
Lanante, were appropriated to this collegiate church. 
See fol. 42, 51*62 of his Register. 

A singular event is. recorded in fol. 107. of Bishop 
Stapeldon's Register, which must have contributed to 
inciease the public veneration towards the church of 
Creditor* A person galled Thomas Grey, a fuller by 
trade, and who bad the misfortune of being totally 
blind, arrived at Crediton from Keynesham, in the 
diocese of Bath, on Wednesday before the Feast of 
St. Peter ad Vineula, (Aug. 1.) in the year ,13L5 % On 
the above-mentioned feast, Bishop Stapeldon cele- 
brated solemn mass in the collegiate church. Between 
the epistle and the gospel, Thomas Qrey, who was 
intent at his prayers before the altar of St. Nicholas, 
da the said churchy was instantaneously restored to 
sight. After mass, the miracle was reported to the 
Bishop, who prudently observes, " de talibus nimis 
facile credi non debebit ;" and he gave ocders for the 
man to remain in the church, until he should be 
ready to examine him. Accordingly, he made him 
.appear before him, in the adjoining chapel of our 
JLady, and in the presence erf several witnesses, Thomas 
took his oath on the holy gospels, and deposed, that 
«fter dinner, on Thursday in the last Easter week, he 
fell asleep, near the door of his dwelling-house, at 
Keyneshaip, in good health, and m the complete en- 
joyment of sight; that he awoke totally blind; 
and from that time had not been able to distinguish a 
single object. Being asked by the Bishop, on what 
"finger, and on what hand, he wore his episcopal ring, 
and many other questions, »he returned, in every 
Instance, the clearest and most satisfactory answers. 
Several persons, who were his neighbours at Key- 
ueshani, bore te s timony fo his- blindness. Being 
asked how he came to think of coming to Crediton, 
he replied, he had dreamt, that, if he should visit the 
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church of the' Holy Cross there, he should cer- 
tainly recover his sight. His wife beirfg questioned 
as to the truth of her husband's assertions, confirmed 
them upon oath. The Bishop proceeded to examine 
some inhabitants of Crediton, who had. seen Thomas 
Orey since his arrival, and they declared, that they 
entertained no doubt of his former blindness. On 
this evidence, the Bishop considered himself justified 
in ordering a solemn thanksgiving to Almighty God, 
for this manifestation of his mercy and' power ; and 
it was immediately performed with the accustomed 
ceremonies. 

Id fol. 9. vol. 2. of Grandisson's Register, I meet 
with the following ordinance of that zealous and 
munificent Prelate. Observing, as he says, that the 
service of the choir was not performed with suitable 
dignity and solemnity in this collegiate church, he 
appointed four boys, vocem puerilem habentes, to 
sing in surplices, during the celebration of the divine 
office ; as also four young clerks, vocem virilem 
habentes, but who were not to be in Priest's orders. 
Of these latter, one was to have charge of the 
sacristy, books and ornaments, under the controul of 
the treasurer ; another was to have the charge of the 
bells; a third was to be stationed near the high altar, 
to look after the oblations, and to see that " the 
Canons were not defrauded of their wax, or the 
Vicars of their money ;" and the fourth was to in- 
struct the children in singing, and to inspect their 
morals. For the support of these eight choristers, 
the following pensions were to be collected at Easter 
and Michaelmas, in equal portions : — • . 

From the Precentor 16s. 

From each of the Prebends, called de la Pole, 

Hemp still, and Stowford « 14s. 

From each of the Prebends, called Aire, Rigge," 

and Wodelonde • 12s. 

From Carswell, Coombe,* and la Crosse * 10s. 

From Cridie, arid Westsanford..- .• 8s. 

From the six bursal Prebend s> or those founded 

or restored by Bishop Bronescombe ....: 2s. 

* This Prebend must lie the same as Prvstcontf)*, that so often occurs in 
the registers, 
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I may here observe, that the three principal digni- 
taries of the church # of the Holy Cross, were 

1. The Precentor. He had the direction of! the 
choir service. He was the head of the chapter, and 
to him, as such, most of the episcopal mandates are 
addressed.* An estate, or prebend, called Wool- 
grove, was attached to this dignity. 

2. The Treasurer,' who had the charge of the 
fabric, and of everything within the church. Cars- 
well Prebend was annexed to his office. If the 
Treasurer resigned, he was bound to pay twenty shil- 
lings, ad fabricam ecclesie. 

3. The Dean, who was invariably the Vicarius 
Perpetuus qui babet totius parochie de Crediton curam 
animarum— fol. 80-31. vol. 2. Regist. Veysey. Bishop 
Grandisson, fol. 218. vol. 1. Regist. describes him as 
a rural Dean. Th consequence of the laborious duty 
of attending to the spiritual concerns of so large a 
parish, the Dean was exempted from the obligation 
of assisting at the regular office of the choir, except 
on particular occasions. For his better support, and 
to enable him to keep hospitality, he had the emolu- 
ments arising from two stalls in the choir, and a fur- 
ther yearly allowance of twenty-five shillings and four- 
pence. — Vid. fol. "9. vol. 2. Regist. Grandisson. And 
yet his revenue was inferior to that of the Precentor ; 
for, in fol. 62. vol. 3. of Lacy's Regist. the preceptor- 
ship is valued at nine marks, and the deanery at 
eight marks. 

As far as I can collect," the nave of this collegiate 
church was reserved for the use of the parishioners, 
the choir being appropriated to the members of the 
college. 

The funds of the cburch, though very consider- 
able, (for they amounted, at the Dissolution, to j£322, 
pr. an.) were insufficient to keep the fabric in proper 
repair. In the will of William Langton, (who is 

* In certain churches, both here and abroad, the Precentor headed the 
Chapter. As an instance in this country, we may cite the cathedral church 
of St. David, in Wales : as an example in foreign countries, we may men- 
tion the church of Palermo, in Sicily. " Cantoris dignitas prima est post 
Pontifica turn— Primus fert suffragium in Capitulo, quod ipse-cogit cum 
libuerit.— See the learned work of Firre, entitled Kotiti» Siciliensium 
£cclesiarum, p. 274. 

d2 



buried in (he Magdalene Chapel of Exeter Cathedra],') 
preserved in Bishop Stafford's Register, and which 
is dated January 29, A. D. 1413-4; I observe a consi- 
derable legacy towards the repair of the nave, which 
was then in a state of ruin, " qavis que jam fere ad 
terrain est prost rata." The dimensions of the ancien t 
church are given in William of Worcester's Survey, 
temp. Be». VI.— See 2. B. WHIis' Hist, of Abbies, 
p. 325. 



■Instances* of Recliuei residing near churches und chapelt, frequently 
occur in the registers. 1 meet with person* following this mode of living in 
St Leonard'a Church-yard, Exeter; Dear St. Agnes' Chapel, in Pilton 
Chtuch-jard ; near our Saviour's Chapel on Otter; Bridge ; at Dodbrook ; 
at Bodmin ; and other jlaocs. 
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King Edward VI. by letters patent, dated 2 April, 
in the 1st year of his reign, erected and constituted a 
corporation at Crediton, of twelve persons (three of 
whom were always to be inhabitants of Sandford 
Hamlet) by the name of " The twelve governors of the 
hereditaments and goods of the church of Crediton." 
To this corporation, the King granted the parish 
church of Crediton ; the chapel of St. Swithin in 
Sandford ; And the church of Exminster ; of all 
which, the extended yearly value was £62 5s. 4d. 
His Majesty was further pleased to found and esta- 
blish a free grammar school in the parish* to be called 
" The Kyng's newe Gramer Scole of Credyton."-*- 
The nomination of the school master and of "the 
Vicars of Crediton and Exminster, was left to the 
absolute will afad discretion of the Corporation. 

From a fact stated in these letters patent, I think 
it not improbable that Henry Vtll. had intended to 
demolish thi* collegiate church, for the sake of 
the materials, as he did so many others ; but that he 
wits diverted from this intention by the sum of £200, 
which King Edward VI. acknowledges had been 
faithfully paid to his father by the inhabitants and 
parishioners of Crediton.* 

Queen Elizabeth, by letters patent, dated 6th July, 
2nd year of her reign, enlarged her brother's grant* 
by making over to the Corporation the tithes and 
lands formerly belonging to St. Lawrence's Hospital 
already mentioned; the -tithes formerly belonging to 
the twelve Prebends, and the tithes of Crediton and 
Sandford, once appertaining to the college ; re- 
serving to herself and successors the yearly rent 
of £100. She also considerably augmented the 
salaries of the schoolmaster, and of the itietimbents 
of the churches already mentioned. 
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* Amongst many churches redeemed from destruction, during this reign 
of sacrilege and terror, we may instance St. Alban's, which the townsmen 
purchased for £ 400. 
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PLYMPTON PRIOR Y.* 



JL HE original beginning of this Priorie (say& 
Leland, vol. 3. Itinerary, p. 35.) was after this Fas- 
eioo. One William Warewist, Bishop of Excester, 
displeasid with the Chanon& or Prebendaries of a 
Fre Chapelle of the foundation of the Saxon Kings, 
because they wold not leve theyr Concubines, found 
meanes to dissolve their College, wherein was a Dean 
or Provost, and four Prebendaries, with other minis- 
ters. Then he set up at Plympton a Priorie of 
Cations Regular, and after was there buried in the 
Chapitre house. Diverse Noblemen gave after lands 
to this priorie, among Whom was Walterus de Valie 
TortA, Lord of Tremerton in Cornewal, and as sum 
say of Totenes. He gave onto Plympton Priorie the 
isle of St. Nicholas cum cuniculis conteyning a two 
acres of ground or more, and lying at the mouthes 
of Tamar andPlym ryvers." So farLeland. 

Plympton priory, of the order t)f Canons Regular 
of St. Augustine, was dedicated to the apostles Peter 
aad Paul. It was certainly the richest monastery in 
the county of Devon*. A catalogue of its Priors is 
given in tHfe 2nd vol. of B. Willis' Hist, of Abbies. 
Of its aocuracy, until the middle of the thirteenth 
century, I am not competent to judge; but from 
that period, till the dissolution of the hou.se, I know 
it to be very lame and imperfect. The registers of 
the Bishops of Exeter will furnish a much better guide.. 

A. D. 

1. Ralph, appointed the first Prior 1121 

* Bore the arms of the See of Exeter, from its founder, Bishop William 
Warlewast. 
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A. D. 

2. Ge/fry, elected in 1128 
N. B. Whilst he was Prior, the chapel of our 

Lady within the Castle of Exeter, with its four 
Prebends, was granted by William Avenel, to 
Plympton monastery. See tbe» charter, p. 9. 
vol. 2. of the Monasticon. 

3. Richard succeeded in 1160 

4. John, elected as his successor in 1169 

5. Martin followed, in 1176 
N. B. He rebuilt the priory church from the 

ground, which continued in being, as Leland 
tells us, until the dissolution of the house. 

6. John, admitted Prior in 1188 

7. Robert Isblincton succeeded in 1202 

8. Anthony, appointed, as his successor in 1214 

9. Richard de Brugis followed in 1225 
10 Robert de Molton in ' 1236 

11. Baldwin, elected in 1251 

12. Robert de Blundon, confirmed as Bald- 
win's successor on the Feast of all Saints, Nov: 1, 1263 
by Bishop Bronescombe. 

13. Peter de Sancto Antonio succeeded in 1273 

14. Richard de Tregoney, elected in 1280 

15. John (called by Willis de la *Sturf), occurs 

in the registers in ' 1304 

16. Matthew de Mimminglond'axicceedei, and 
died very early in 1332 

N. B. During his government, the priory jiras 
overcharged with debts. Vid. fol, 18. vol. 2. 
Reg. Grandissoni. 

17. John de Englebourne, instituted on the 
28th March, ' .1332. 
He died 14th Sept. 1347. 

18. Robert de Forde succeeded NoV. 3, 1347 

19. Thomas Denlyth. 

20. Radulfus Person occurs in 1373 
He died very late in 1379. 

21. John Shaldon succeeded on the 27th of 
the following February. 

He died In the spring of 1422. 

22. Nicholas Selman confirmed as his succes- 
sor on the 4lh of May, 1422 
He died March 1, 1434-5. 
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25. Richard Bredon succeeded' on the 2 1st of 
the same month and year. His death happened 
on the 18th Oct. 143T 

#4. Robert Boys, instituted Prior thirteen 
days after. 
He died 14th April, J 440 

25. William Hylle, confirmed' as Bis successor 
on the 3d of the ensuing May, and resigned his 
office,, on account of his age and infirmities, in 
July, 1462 

26. Robert Denbawde succeeded him on the 
5th of the following August. 

27. David Bercle, I think, was instituted Prior 
early in 147^ 
He died on 13th March, 1507-8.. 

28. John Ryse confirmed as his successor by 
Bishop Oldauiy 3 1st March, . 150&- 

29. John David, the Sub-Prior, succeeded, 
and died early in 1521-2. 

30. John Howe, the last Prior, succeeded 
March 8, 1521-21 

On the 5th of August, A. I). 1534, he subscribed, 
with twenty Monks, to the King's supremacy. After 
the dissolution of his house, he retired to. Exeter 
College, Oxford, and was -still alive in 1553. 

The following annuities were granted to the reli- 
gions of this house, 16. May, 31. Hen. VIII. 

<£. s. d. 

. To John Howe, the Prior 120 

William Pyeres 10 0*0 

Richard Keyser .% 10 

Barnard Cole 6 13 * 4 

Henry Luxton . 7 * 

John Pereman 6 13.4 

JohnNioelles * 6 13 .4 

•■ John Derke ~ 6 

JohnWymond 6 

Simon Sarery ~ 6 

Robert Budge ♦. 5 6 8 

Robert Demond 5 6 8 

John Ferrys 5 6 8 

Thomas Wiicocks 5 



♦ 



£ S. tfr 

Ralph Savage.. ...... ...•*...-.••,.. 4 13 4 

John Bedford 4 13 4 

Edward Marten: 4 13 4 

Robert Heron -.. t ..*... 4 13 4 

The annual revenues of Plympton Priory amounted 
to £912 12s. 8d* 

The following documents will afford a tolerable 
idea of the' immense church patronage which it 
formerly enjoyed. We may remark, once for all, 
that appropriations were granted to religious houses, 
for the promotion of hospitality and charity ; " ad 
hospitum ac pauperum sustentationem." 

*Universis presenter literas iaspecturis Johannes, 
&c. salutem in 4 sinceris amplexibus Salvatoris. Inter 
cetera que nostrum animum insultibus impetunt sue- 
eessivis, illud nos frequenti meditatione- perurget y 
nt Viri Religiosi nobis Diocesana jure subjecti, ob 
illius, cui suatn integritatem spontanea voluntate 
devoverunt reverenciam, vitatis noxiis causarum 
strepitibus quibus plerumque plus debito se invol- 
vunt, liberius & quietius suo inserviant Creatori. Sane 
cum olim per Ecdesianr, Civitatem & totam Diocesim 
nostram Exon Diocesana auctoritate Visitation!** 
officio fungeremur, comperimusdilectosfilios Prtorem 
& Conventum 'Monasterii Plympton, Ordinis Sancti 
Augustini, ifostri Patronai&s <& Diocesis, per varia 
foca nobis Diocesano jure subjecta,. Ecckssias & Ca~ 
pellas distinctas, Parochias & Parochianos, curamque 
animaruin, habentes, Porciones quoque Decimarum 
& Pensiones inferius design atas tenere & percipere* 
relut in usus proprios perpetuo possidendas, viz^ 
Beatorum Petri fy\ Plympton ubi degunt cum capelld 
Sancte Marie 4* Sancti Thome de Plympton, de 
Brixton & d'e fPemby y de Plympslock & Sheare ae 
Saundjord ab eadem dependentibus Ecclesiam Sancti 
AnteniniX cum capella Sancte Gerende ab eadem 
dependente, Ecdesias de Lanhorn de Macre & de 
Sutone cum capelld de Bottockishide ab eadem de- 
pendente, de Eckebokelond, Dene & TamaHon cum 

• Ei folio \Z 9 Tom. 2. Regis t. Johannis Grand issoni Exon Epi ad. an. 1 334» 
t Tbt word Fauli is omitted. X *<- should be Sancti Antoniu 
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capella See Martini de Martyslowe ab eadem depen- 
dente ; de Sancte Marieslowe cum capella de Thris- 
shelstone & Set Jacobi Inchewode ab eadem depen- 
dentibus, necnon Capellam Sancte Marie de Maresco 
prope Exoniam una eum decimis, juribus & pertinen- 
Ciis ecclesiarum predictarum, porciones quoque deci- . 
marum& oblationura, viz. medietaiem ipsarum perveni- 
entium ad ecclesiam Sancte Oerende (exceptis terris 
nostris Dominicis ibidem) Penciones insuper annuas 
XII marcarum Sterlingorum in Ecclesia de Uggeburgh 
— V marcarum de Exemynsier — XL solidorum de 
Nyweton—Cs de Islynglon — XLs de Stockinlynhide X 
marcarum de Blackaueton — X marcarum de Briles- 
towe — I marcede Braiton — I marcede Mewy — Imarce 
Set Justi — II marcarum de Lanhern & V librarum 
cere de Pefrestavy, ecclesiis nostre Diocesis: — necnon 
VI marcarum sterlingorum in nostrd Exon Ecctesid 
de singulis Prebendis singulorum Canoriicorum Pre- 
bendariorum dicte Ecclesie cum ab hac luce migra- 
verint vel per ingressum Religionis absolute vacaverint 
Vicaria sua. Cum itaque super premissis omnibus & 
singulis fecissemus dictos Priorem & Conventum 
coram nobis ad dictos dies & ad dictum locum ad 
judicium legitimum evocari, proposituros rationes,* 
munimenta, titulos & jura, quorum pretextu, Eccleslas, 
Capellas, Decimarum Porciones & Pensjpnes predic- 
tas se legitime adept os dicant & licitfe posse tenere, 
pereipere & habere, Frater Robertus de Fforde Sub- 
Prior dicti Monasterii, dictorum Prioris & ConventAs 
Procurator ad hoc sufficienter constitutes coram nobis 
comparens, pro eis proposuit in forma juris, dictos 
Priorem & Conventum Dominos suos fuisse & esse 
jure & titulis sufficientibus super assecutione, libera 
retentibne <fc perceptione licitA Ecclesiarum, Capel- 
larum & Decimarum, Porcionum & Pensionum predic- 
tarum communitos. Idemque Procurator, premissa 
hac adjectione, jurando proposuit, quod dicti Prior 
& Conventus Plympton & eorum Predecessores dictag 
Ecclesias & Capellas cum suis juribus & pertinenciis 
universis tanquam sibi & Monasterio suo Plympton, 
canonice appropriatas & unitas pacifice tenuerunt & 
possiderunt, scientibus, pacientibus, immo verius ap- y 
probantibus Venerabilibus Patribus Episcopis Exon 
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& tempore quod excedit memoriam hominum & ma:- 
jorum : quodque Deetmarum Porciones <fc Pensioned 
predictas pacifice & quiete perceperant tanto tern- 
pore quod diu ante septam* Visitationem nostram, 
hujusmodi dicti Prior & Conventus jus percipiendi 
eas legitime prescripserunt. Exhibitis igitur, per 
Procuratorem predictum procurations nomine dicto- 
rumDominorum suorumad probationem premissorum 
nonnullis Apostolicis & pluribus aliis Predecessorum 
nostrorum Exon Episcoporum, ac Eeciesie nostre 
Exon Capituli, aliorumque quorum intererat, Uteris, 
& instruments productis <& quibusdam testibus jura* 
tis <fc examinatis, & eorum attestationibus publicatis 
& discussis, habita nobiscum <& cum Petitoribus super 
premissis visis & diligenter recensitis v deliberatione 
plenarid. & frequenti, quia manifeste invenimus pro- 
posita hujusmodi per dictum Procuratorem sufficien- 
ter & legitime probata esse, Nos Johes, <&c. Epis- 
copus predictus, Christi nomine invocato, de juribus 
Petitorum, nobis assidencium consilio, dictas. Eccle- 
sias & Capelias dictis Priori & Conventui ac eorum 
Monasterio predicto legitime concessas > appropriatas 
& unitas, ac concessiones & appropriationes hujus- 
modi validas, necnon Porcionum & Pensiouum pre- 
dictarum perceptiones justas fuisse & esse, eosque 
exbabundanti premissa omnia & singula legitime pre- 
scripsisse, prout hec omnia in Petitione Summarid. per 
dictum Procuratorem nomine quo supra coram nobis 
judicialiter oblatfi, petita erant^ premissd. vocatione 
debita omnium quorum interest in hiis script is, per 
nostram diffinitivam sententiam pronunciamus, de- 
cernimus & declaramus & nominamus & adjudicamus 
eisdem. In qdorum omnium testimonium presenter 
Literas seu presens publicum lnstrumentum per Ro« 
bertum Piek* clericum, auctoritate . Apostolica Nota- 
rium Publicum infrascriptum, scribi, & publicari 
mandamus & nostri sigilli appensione muniri. Datum 
<fe actum in Manerio nostro de Clyst III 9 die Marcit 
Anno Dni MCCCXXXIV. 

In the taxajio already quoted, mention is made of 

the following annuities to Plympton Priory: 

*g^ »^— — »— — — ■ — i i ■ ■ ■ ii ^— ^— ■ ■ ■ — — ■ i 

/ • Coeptam. 
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£ 8. & 

Prior Plympton percipit in Ecclesia Sci Johis 

de Arcubus Exonie 10 

In ecclesia de Exmynster ...„. .*...* 3 6 8 

In ecclesia deStok r . .. 2 

De ecclesia de Downe ........................ 200 

De Anetote 6 IS 4 

De ecclesia de Ugeburgh ....„...; •.. 800 

De ecclesia de Mewy 13 4 

De Ilistimton (Ilsington) *... 5 

De ecclesia de Braiton ••, w •.»...... 6 6 8 

De ecclesia Sci Justi . 1 10 

De eccle&ia SciMaugani 1 6 8 

In fol. 31. vol. 3. of Crapdisson's Register, it is 
stated, that the priory received an animal pension of 
fifty marks from the vicarage of Sntton. 

In fol. 156. of the same volume, the Bishop 
informs ns, that the church of Stoke paid 40s. per an. 
to the priory, and the church of Exminster, £61 3s. 4d» 
The following statement of the property of Plymp- 
ton Priory is extracted from the Taxatfo so often 
quoted : — 

<£. s. df. 
Prior de Plympton habet in Plympton, Reg- 
way, Synford, Sotana, BeringdonA and 

Brastone 7 18 8 

Manerde Dane 6 3 

Maner de Neweton, Beallthleng and Primry- 

ton ^ 8 11 4 

Apud Tamerten, Martinescombe, Kentebere 1 19 4 

Apud Combe Rowaldone » *. 18 

Apud la Flor Trisselton, Waterfall, <& Sachi 8 14 
In Decatiatu defMympton de redditibus...... 10 

Apud Cornewode ... .., 8 

Apud la Elm©- 6 

Apud Swineston .,..„.„. .♦ 13 4 

Apud Hasewill 6 

Apud Appildereslade 06 

4pud Westonesham 13 4 

Apud la More juxta Langhiwis 10 

Apud la More splet v ... 7 

Apud Lamtride Crispin 6 8 

Apud Erm side *....„ „. 4 
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£ s. d. 

Apud Worth Hele ■. ... 18 

De terf 6t le Cole 2 

De terrA de Maddewill 18 

De Brok ;. A . 2 

De Gradinton 3 

ApudTettwill ^ . 3 

Apud Combe 4 

DelaKeer 3 6 

Apod la Fen De 8 

Apud Midelton .1 5 

Apud Stownahill 4 

Apud Sharyscombe •* 6 8 

Apud Maneton . 8 

Apud Lorckecombe 13 4 

Apud la More 16 

Apud Denesidiok.. ........* .*. 5 

Apud Lampford " 16 

Item apud Bonchedoan..., 0- 3 

Apud Shoetrug 6 8 

Apud Termebury 12 

Apud Crepetoun 6 

Item habet in Cornubia in Deeimis in JEsrt- 
wyneshir <fc Poudyrshyr, apud Tredenhale, 
simut Hende & Tridinet, Colewode & Te- 

nestrint quetaxantur ad... 2 8 & 

Apud Sanctum Antonium de redd 3 12 10 

Item in Cornubia apud Lanhow de redd 4 3 

Item de redd molend & perquis 1 14 4 

Apud Ornell & Macre que taxatur ad , 16 8 

Summa Plympton £68 7 8 

Decime £5 6 9J 

Within the cemitery of the conventual church at 
Plympton, was a parochial chapel dedioated to St. 
Mary. As a mark of dependence, the parishioners 
had been accustomed, from time immemorial, to assist 
at divine service, in the conventual church, on the 
feast of its dedication ; as also to receive there the 
blest Psalms on Palm Sunday, and to walk in the pro- 
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cession. Bishop Lacy confirmed these customs on 
the 21st of March, 1436.— Vid. fol. 140. vol. 3. Regist. 

The priory possessed, in the City of Exeter,* a gar- 
den, situate near the Bishop's palace ; a large house 
at the Eastern corner of the entrance froift Fore- 
street into St. Mary Arches'-street, now occu- 
pied by Mr. Coldridge, ironmonger; also a house 
and garden in the parish of St. Mary Major. This 
tenement was in Cookes ltewe, and was let by the 
last Prior to John Alyn, 16. September, 15. Hen. 
VIII. In the lease before me, it is thus de- 
scribed :— " illud tenementum nostrum cum suis 
pertinenciis situatum in civitate Exon in quodam vico 
ibidem voeato Le Cokerewe inter dictum vicum 
ex parte Orientali .& tenementum heredis Johis Speke 
Militis ex parte Occidentali & tenementum nostrum 
proprium ex*parte Boreal^ & tenementum Decani & 
Capituli Ecclesie Cathedral Exon ex parte Australi." 

Two. religious cells depended on this great monas- 
tery : one of St. Anthony, in Cornwall ; the other 
of St. Mary de Marisco, in the vicinity of Exeter.' — 
At the dissolution of religious houses, I observe in 
a lease now before me, that the royal plunderer, 
on the 21. January, 31. Hen. VIII. granted' to 
Henry Thomas, of London, yeoman, for the term of 
twenty-one years, at the rate of £27 per ann. the 
priory of St. Anthony, with its appurtenances ; viz. 
£6 14s. 4d. were to be paid for, what are called, " the 
Damayne lands of the Priorie," 65s. and 8d. for the 
mills ; 100s. for the rectory of St. Anthony ; and £12 
for the rectory of St. Gerend. 

St. Mary's de Marisco, now called Marsh -Barton, 
was founded in the reign of Henry III. Leland incor- 
rectly states it to have been a cell to St. Anthony's 
Priory, already mentioned. At the dissolution of 
religious houses, the scite w r as granted by Henry VIII. 
to James CQffin and Thomas Godwin. 

In fol. 89. vol. 1. of Bishop Stafford's Register, is 
given an account of a remarkable occurrence that 
took place in this cell or priory. The Bishop asserts, 
that John Sutton, a servant and cook in the house, 
was a most violent and passionate man ; and that, 
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after having employed the most scurrilous language 
against Thomas Cry*, a regular Canon of Plympton, 
who happened to be in the hall of the priory, he pro- 
ceeded {o attack him with a drawn dagger* The 
Canon, seeing no means of escaping, was necessitated 
to stand on self defence, and seizing a stick, which 
he luckily spied in a corner of the room, he struck the 
villain" a severe blow in the head. A doctor was sent 
for to examine the wound ; but the obstinate and ma- 
licious man would conform to no directions, nor suffer 
any applications, and he died three days after. 
Thomas, conceiving himself to have incurred irre- 
gularity, abstained frojm the exercise of his priestly 
functions ; but, on mature consideration of the case, 
Bishop Stafford pronounced, on the 5th September, 
A. D. 1409, that the Canon was entirely free from 
blame, and of course was clear from any ecclesiastical 
irregularity. 

On referring to the taxation of King EdwarcL I. we 
find the following particulars concerning the property 
of this establishment. 

dtr* £•' Cv« 

Custos loci Beate Marie de Marisco habet 
terram in Decanatu de Ken que taxatur cum 
lnstauroad 1< *8 4 

In Civitate Exon de redd , 5 3 9 



Summa 6 7 1 



Decima 12 8 



In the Episcopal Registers, frequent mention is 
made of the Franciscan convent at Plymouth. 

There was rflso in* Plymouth a community of Car- 
melites, or " White Friars: 9 Bishop Stapeldon 
licensed their establishment there by his letters of 
28. September, 1314, at the desire of King Edward II. 
In fol. 48*. vol. 1. of Bishop Brantyngham's Register, 
we read that their Prior, Henry Sutton, was excom- 
municated for presuming* to absolve in a reserved 
case. This convent continues to give its name to a 
street and lane in its vicinity. 
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TAVISTOCK ABBEY * 
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X HIS illustrious Abbey, dedicated to tbe Blessed 
Virgin and St. RunroD,t Bishop and Confessor, was 
begun by Ordgar, Earl of Devon, rn 961, and com- 4 
pleted by bis son Ordulph. About thirty-six years 
after its foundation, it was burnt and destroyed by 
the Danish . invaders during the calamitous reign of 
King Ethelred. But it aoon rose, a Phoenix from 
its ashes ; and though not so opulent as the Priory of 
Plympton, yet it was far superior in point of dignity 
and of local situation ; and it eclipsed every religious 
house in Devonshire, in the extent, convenience 
and magnificence of its buildings. Tbe Kings of 
England, from the conquest at least, were reputed 
its* founders and patrons. 

ABBOTS OF TAVISTOCK. 
• A. P. 

1. Aimer, who is -described in the cartulary 
of the abbey as a good scholar, and exemplary 
for his piety to God and charity to man. He 
was doomed to witness tbe utter destruction of 
hts monastery by the Danish invaders* How long 
he survived this catastrophe is uncertain. 

2. Limngus. He was originally* Monk of St. 
Swithin'smoaasteryat Winchester. Hisbenefac- 
tionsand services to Tavistock Abbey, entitle him 
to the name' of its second founder. " Per Ordga- 

« 

• Arms of the abbey — Vair, Or «fc i^zure : on a Chief of tin first, two 
Mullets Gules. 

t St. Rumon's festival was celebrated at Tavistock, ov the 4tb ef 
January, with a fair of three days. This Saint was an Irish Bishop. The 
history of his life had perished before MUftiam of Malmesbury's time : pro- 
bably before the Danish invasions. Vid, Gul. Malmesb. de Gest. Pont. 
AngL Lib. 8. There was a Saint Rnmol£, Bishop of Dublin, afterwards 
first Bishop of .Mechlin, who was murdered by two assassins in the year 775. 
See Sir James Ware's Hist, of the Bishops of Ireland. £dit. Dublin, 
1739. p. 305. There is no other Irish Bishop, mentioned by Sir James, 
of a name any thing like Rumon, 
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rum surgendj exoT^ium, ppr JLavftigum Episce- 
pum creseendi accepit augpicium."— Wil.Malmes, 
In 1032 he was promoted to the See of Credilon. 
On the death of his uncle Brithwold, the Bishop 
of Cornwall, he succeeded in uniting that dio- 
cese in perpetuity to his own See. In 1038 
King Harold appointed him to the bishopric of 
Worcester, which he continued to hold, with 
Crediton, until his death, on Sunday, 23. Mareh, 
1046. He was buried at Tavistock. 

3. Aldred.a. Monk of Winchester; succeeded 
Livingus, first as Abbot of Tavistock, and* se- 
condly as Bishop of Worcester. In 1060 fete 
was translated to York, where he sat until his • 
death, on 11. September, 1069 

4. Sistricus, who died in the spring of 1082 

5. Gaufred /., who died in 1088 

6. Wymond. He was deposed by St. Anselm, 
for simony, in 1102.— See jftdmeri Hyt. fo.67. 

7. -Osbert was Abbot in 1 109 * 

8. Gaufred II. was tfce next Abbot. 

9. Robert de Plympton, who is supposed to 
havedifed'in * 1145 

10. Robert Postelt, who was Abbot nine 
years. 

11. Waiter, who is said to have died in * 1 174 

12. Baldwin. • 

13. Stephen. 

14. Herbert. To this Abbot, Pope Celestin* 

II. addressed a bull of privileges, on 29. May, 1L9S 
—See 2." Regist. Veysey. fo. 41. 

15. Jordan was Appointed, I believe, in 1204 

1 6. William de Kernil, Prior of OtWton, was 
elected Jordan's successor, in 1220. He held his 
dignity four years. *. 

IT.- John. 

18. Alan de Cornwall, who died in 1248 

19. Robert de Kitecnol. . 

20. Thomas, who died in 1257 

t , ■ 

• We have^o regret the very jejune and imperfect account of the. follow- 
ing Abbots, until the accession of Philip Trentbeful, in XZ59, when wd take 
for our^uttertfoe registers of tfce,E*eter Bistritys. 

*E 
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21. John de Northcnnpton, who presided during 
two years 

22. Philip Treniheful, a Monk of St. Swi- 
thun's Monastery, at Winchester, was con- ^59 
firmed the next Abbot, in Oct. 

He made his profession to Bishop Brones- 
combe, in the following words : — vid. Regist. fo. 
8. " Ego frater Philippus, electus Abbas Ecclesie 
de Tavistock, promitto tibi, Pater Dne Waltere 
Exon Epe, tuisque successoribus canonicfe in- 
tronizandis & Sancte Exoniensis Ecclesie, fidem 
& cam>nicam per omnia subjectionem." 

23. Alured, confirmed Abbot on the 29. Sept. 1260 
N B. Fecit professionem qoam obtulit super . 

principle Altare. Regis t. Bronescombe. • 

24. John Chubbe succeeded, but was deposed 
by Bishop Bronescomjj^, in crastino Sancti 
Edmundi Regis & Martyris, (21. Nov.) 1269 

The Bishop describes him»as " Monasterii bo- 
norum dilapidator intolerabilis & manifestos, " 
reprobates his scandalous neglect of religious 
discipline, and enumerates instances of his sa- 
vage Violence, and even sacrilege. 

25.- Robert, who was substituted in the place of 
John Chubbe, on Palm Sunday, 1270 

26. Robert Champeaua; aliler Campell, suc- 
ceeded in 1285 

This Abbpt is highly commended for his ten- 
der piety and zeal for improvement. During 
his government, several parts of the Abbey 
were re-built, but particularly the conventual 
church, which is said to have been 378 feet 
long, without including the I^ady's chapel. 
Bishop Stapeldon dedicated this noble church 
and two altars in the nave, on the 21. Aug. 
1318, It was finally taken down in 1670. . 

On the 21. May, the same year, the Bishop 
had dedicated St. Eustachius* parish church, at 
Tavistock, which adjoined to the abbey # inclo- 
sure. 

This amiable and benevolent Abbot, with the 
consent of his convent,A.D. 1291, appropriated, 
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for ever, tflfc whole profits arising from an estate 
called Westlydeton (granted two years before 
to his abbey, by Sir Odo Le Arcedeakne), to the 
providing of the poor with clothes and shoes ; the 
annual distribution of which was made jp the 
cloisters, on the 2. November, the commemo- 
ration of all the faithful departed. • 

In consequence of this Abbot's petition. 
Bishop Stapeldon approved and confirmed *a 
pef petual chaptry, to be erected in the parish 
church of Whitechnreh, near Tavistock, for foul> 
Priests, 4vho should be bound to celebrate the 
daily and nightly office, together with the ser- 
vice foj^the dead ;. to say three, or at least two, 
Requiem masses every day, besides one qf our 
Lady. Jn their suffrages, they were to pray for 
-the prosperity of the said Abbot and convent ; 
for King Edward II. and his 'Queen Isabella ; 
for the Bishop, Dean and Chapter of Exeter; 
and for the founders and benefactors of Tavis- 
tock Abbey, The Superior of these Priests was 
to be called the Arch-priest ; he was to live in 
common with them ; and they were to be called 
his Socii, or Fellows. He was also to be charged 
with the care of the parishioners. — Vid. Sta- 
.peldon's Regist. fo. 165. 

N.B. The famous charter, " De Libertatibus 
Comitates Devon," granted by King J.ohn, and 
its confirmation by his son, Henry III., weie 
preserved in Tavistock Abbey. Bishop Stapel- 
don took copies of these originals, and has in- 
serted them fo. 152. of his register. * 

22. Robert Bonus inducted 13. June, 1328 
*on the recommendation of Pope John XXII. . . 

N. B. Bishop Grandisson deposed this Abbot, 
for contumacy and intemperate behaviour, 21. 
.October, 1333 

23. John deCourtenat/jSuhsiitutei for Robert, 

24. April,* • 1334 

N. B. Thfts Abbot had very little of the spirit 
of a religious man. He was passionately fond 

* Chappie, in p. 52. of his Review of Risdon, hai given incorrect copies 
«f these chafters. Faithful transcripts may be seen (h) Appendix. . 

E2 
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of field sports, was very conceited and foppish 
in Jlis dress, and a most incurable spendthrift. 
Daring his government, discipline seems to have 
been banished from the convent. Frequently but 
two of th* community were present at the regu- 
lar meals in the refectory, whilst the rest were 
feasting sumptuously in their private chambers. 
From the neglect of repairs, the monastery was 
falling into a dilapidated state ; and, moreover, 
was overcharged with debts. " Monasterium, 
quod solebat abundare divitiis & honore, erat <fe 
est onerfbus debitorum usque ad MCGC libras 
sterlingorum & aliorum multiplicium onerum 
sarcinA pregravatum." — Vid. L -{legist. Gpan- 
disson, fo. 194. II. Idem. fo. 217. 12. Sept. 
and 14. Oct. 1346. 

29. Richard de Esse succeeded in 1348 

30. Stephen Langd on succeeded in 1362 

31. Thomas Cutty ng y confirmed as Abbot <m 

the 1 2. February, 1 380* 1 

I believe this Abbot finished the campanile of 
the church, begun by his predecessor. 
He died 1 1 June, 

32. John May, confirmed as his successor 30. 
July, 1402 
He died 7. February, • 1421-2 

33. Thomas Mede, elected 26 Marcfi, and 
confirmed by -Bishop Lacy, 19. April, 1422 
. N. ft. This Abbot is accused of neglecting re- 
gular discipline, of enormous dilapidations, and 

of simony; but the charge appears to be exag- 
gerated. 

34. Thomas Cryfipyn, elected 11. June, 1442 
His death happened 5. April, 1447 

35 William JfVtttf, elected 2. May, 1447 
confirmed Abbot 23d of that month, and died 

26. Dec. 1460 

36 -John Dynyngton was elected to succeed 
William, on the 27th of the following January, 
and was confirmed by Bishop* Lacy,* 20. Fe- 
bruary. 

TJVB. It appears, from 2. Rymer's Fcedera, 
p. 408. that this Abbot obtained a papal 
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grant to use the pontificals and to give the 
episcopal benediction at mass and at table. 

37. Richard, whose institution is not recorded 
in the registers. 

38. Richard Yerne. I can find no date of his 
confirmation. 

39. Richard Banham, the date of whose elec- 
tion or confirmation I have not succeeded in 
discovering. King Henry VIII. created him a 
Mitred Abbot, 22. Jan* 1513. Appendix (If). 
It maybe observed here, that these parliamen- 
tary Abbots ranked among themselvesin the Up- 
per Hoflse, according to seniority of creation. 

The contest which this Abbot maintained with 
Bishop Old^m has been variously related; but 
the following facts, extracted from that Bishop's 
Register, may be depended upon :— =• 

This Abbot was cited, \5. April, 1513, to 
appear before Dr. Richard Collet, the Bishop's 
commissioner, to answer to the charge of con- 
tempt of episcopal authority. The Abbot, 
instead of explaining the occasion of his con- 
duct, or offering any apology, produced ^writ- 
ten • appeal to the Roman Court. The appeal 
was declared, by the commissioner, to be frivo- 
lous and inadmissible. For his obstinacy, the 
Abbot was suspended that very day; and, on the 
22nd of the same month was excommunicated, 
" propter multiplicem contumaciam." On the 
10. May. he appeared in person before Bishop 
Oldam, at the palace in Exeter ; and on his 
bended knees most humbly and most earnestly 
intreated to be absolved from his censures ; $nd 
offered to submit himself, unconditionally, to 
the Bishop's correction. TherJBishop then ten- 
dered the oath of submission to the See of Exe- 
ter, and, after he had taken it, absolved* him 
from his censures ; whereupon the Abbot paid 
him down five pounds, of gpld. 

The repentance of the Abbot seems to have 
been insincere ; for, soon after, he appealed to 
the Primate, William Warham, and to Richard . 
Fitz-James, Bishop of London. The question 

e 3 
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chiefly turned on the right of episcopal visita- 
tion. These Prelates decided, on the 8th of 
February following, that the Abbot had not 
produced any indults, bulls, or vouchers, au- 
thorising any exemption from the jurisdiction 
of the Ordinary ; they therefore decreed, that 
he and his convent should submit to this regu- 
larly constituted authority, as their predecessors 
had done from time immemorial ; they recom- 
mended to the Abbot to apply to his Bishop- 
for the benefit of absolution ; and they directed' 
the Bishop to confer it without hesitation, afad 
to treat the Abbot with mildness and paternal 
affection. — So far, Oldam's Register. 

This Abbot was not discouraged by defeat. 
From the Primate he appealed to the Court of 
Rome ; and at last succeeded in obtaining/from 
Pope Leo X. a bull of* such ample and ex- 
traordinary privileges, as completely to indem- 
nify him for his former expences and trouble. 
This bull is dated 14. September 1517, and' 
is copied in the .appendix, (k)' from the 2; 
vol. of Bishop Veysey'fc Register. It expressly 
exempts the Abbey of Tavistock, with its several' 
dependencies, from all archiepiscopal, and alf 
episcopal jurisdiction, visitation and superiority; 
and takes it and them under the sole and imme- 
diate protection of the Holy See. It declares, 
that all suspensions, interdicts, and excommuni- 
cations pronounced against them by any other 
authority than that of the See Apostolic, are ab- 
solutely void and null ; " nulla, irrita et inva- 
lida, nulliusque roboris vel hiomenti." As an 
acknowledgment for such sweeping liberality, 
the Abbot was annually to pay to the Aposto- 
lic Chamber, on the Feast of SS. Peter and 
Paul, half an ounce of gold, (i.e.) twenty shil- 
lings of lawful money of England. 

40. John Peryn, it rs said, succeeded in Dec. 152S 
But his confirmation is not recorded in Bishop 
Veysey's Registers. In virtue of the bull of 
Pope Leo X. I observe that this Abbot styles 
himself, in several leases before me, " Abbas ex~ 
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empii Monasterii Beate Marie & Sci RumonU 
de Tavystocki On the surrender of his monas- 
tery, he was granted a pension of £100 per an- 
num. Nineteen of his Religious obtained sala- 
ries at the same time. The grants of these 
pensions are dated 26. April, 31 Hen. VIII., 
and are as follows : — 

<£. s. d. 

To Abbot John Peryn 100 

Robert Walsh....: 10 

John Carter 8 

John Harrys 8 *0 * 

William Chester..- ;. 6 13 4 

John Axwor f ige 6 13 4 

JohtfPuxeley 6 13 4 

Richard Wakeham 6 

William Peke 6 

William Willyams 6 

Richard Gregory g 

William Growdon 6 # 

Stephen Bemell ; . 6 

John Abraham...*. 5 6 8 

John Benett ...^ • 5 6 8 

Edmund Peryn 5 6 8. 

Nicholas Buckfastre 5 6 8 

William Lecheflon 5 6 8' 

Robert Heron t 4 IS 4 

Richard Peke 2 

John Wele 2 

The revenues of this abbey were rated at £902 5. 7. 
per annum. 

In the Taxatio Bonorum Ecclesiasticorum, I read 
as follows : — 

£ s. d. 
Abbas de Tavistock percipitde Ecclesiis de 

Rame, Seyak et Anton 8 

Decapeltis de Wolrington & Sci Egidii...... 2 

Item habet Manerium de Herwyk, val 10 15 10 

Manerium de Tavistock 6 4 

Piscaria apud-que tax 10 

Maner de Midelton <fc Legh ....' 7 10" 

Apud Morewel 2 10 

Maner de Wolrinton ....11 15 
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Maner deHatherlegh../. 9 5 6* 

Maner de Abbotesham \ 6 3 4 

Maner de Borington :.... 5 10 6 

Maner de Deneneburi 3 8 

Maner de Wicceham cum redd de Tavy Sci 

Petri ...„ .„. 2 .2 6 

Maner de Plymstfok ™~ ... 5 3 4 

The scite of this great abbey and the principal 
part of its estates, were-granjed by King Henry VIII. 
on the 4th of July, 31st year of his reign, to John Lord- 
Russell. Appendix (I) • 

The Abbot's residence" in Exeter occupied the 
scite of those premises *m South-street, now in 
the possession of Mr. Russell. * I have met with a- 
lease (dated 7. Nov. a few months before the dissolu- 
tion of the abbey,) by which John, the last Abbot, 
let the said dwelling-house to Edwatd- Brydgeman* 
and Jane his wife, for the term of sixty years : " hos- 
picii nostri vocati Le Inne de Bere cum omnibus sufe 
pertinencite jn vico Australi Civitatis Exon." Quere, 
Was this the house mentioned in the Domesday as 
being mortgagedtd the abbey by a citizen of Exeter? 
After the suppression of *the abbey a chapel was 
erected within its inclosure, and licensed for the 
celebration of divine worship, at the request of the 
noble Lady Dorothy Mountjey, on the 10th March, 
1541-2.— Vid. Regist. Vey&ey, fo. 109, 

The registers mention apMory in St. Mary's, the 
principal of the Scylly Isl&ttd£, as being dependant* 
6n TavistockAbbey. 

Bishop Brantyngham, 26. September* 1374^ 
granted an indulgence of twenty days to all per- 
sons within the diocese of Exeter " Penitentibus <fe 
Cohfessis," who should contribute to the support of 
the Lepers- House, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene* 
at Tavistock. 

There was a chapel* of St. Margaret near the 
town of Tavistock.— Vid. 3. Regist Lacy, fo: 53. 

Also, a chapel of St. Johfr the Baptist, juxta aquam- 
de Tavy in, Parocbik de Tavystock*— Ibid, fo. I2& 



49 



♦FORD ABBEY. 



BALDWIN de BRIONltS, (so calle* frour » 
place in Normandy,) for his signal services to William 
the Conqueror, was created EarUof Oakhampton*. 
and rewarded with very large possessions in the 
eounty of Devon.* This nobleman- married Albreda, 
the Conqueror's niece ;•. and the fruit of this mar- 
riage was a son called Richard, and a daughter- 
named Adelicia. Richard succeeded to his father'* 
honors and estates. In the year 1132 he founded a 
house for Cistercians, at Brightley, in the parish of 
Sampford Courtenay, and procured a colony of 
twelve Monks, and a Superior, called Richard, from* 
Waverly Abbey, tn*the county of Surrey. Scarcely 
had they taken possession of this new establishment 
when their -founder and benefactor wps snatched 
away by death. The convent was situated in a desert 
a«d barren spot ; the community was destitute and 
friendless ; and after mature deliberation, they una* 
nimonsly agreed to abandon Brightley, and to return 
to Waverley. They had actually commenced their 
journey, when Adelicia, now sole heiress to her bro- 
ther's extensive possessions,, in compassion to their 
forlorn condition,, presented them with the manor of 
Thorncombe,- and built thertr a house at Hartescath, 
which was completed in 1 142, and was dedicated to 
our Lady. The spot on which the abbey was erected 



• Q.— WIfat were the arms of this Abbey. 

* See Domesday : also Cleavelnnd's History of the Courtenay Family,, 
a work of considerable merit. This learned and diligent writer derived- 
much assistance from Bouchet's " His to ire Genealogique de la Maison do* 
Courtenay," fol.-ParU 1600- 
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was soon after called Ford, from its contiguity to a 
ford, a passage through the river Axe. 

By descent from the founder's family, the Courte- 
nays became the natural and legal protectors and 
patrons of the abbey ; they considered it, says Cleave- 
land, p. 128. as a most beautifpl feather in their train ; 
and many of them chose its precincts for th^ place of 
their interment. 

.The following is the com pletest series of its Abbots 
that I can recover : — 

A. D. 

1. Richard, appointed 1132 

2. Robert de Penington. 

3. Baldwin. He was a native of Exeter, and 
of the lowest extraction . Bartholomew, Bishop 
of Exeter, and an excellent judge and encou- 
rager of merit, was struck with his disposition 
for piety and learning, and became his patron 
and friend. Under such auspices, Baldwin 
could not but succeed. The Bishop made him 
his Archdeacon, and the highest honors in the 
church opened to his view, when he took the 
determination of becoming a Religious, His 
inclinations led htm to the Cistercian Order, then 
jn high repute for fervor and austerity of life. 
He was professed in the abbey of Ford ; and 
after a few years was chosen the Superior of this 
community. A short time after, he was raised 
to the dignity of Bishop of Worcester. He 
governed that See about three years, when he 
was translated to Canterbury at the very time . 
that his venerable patron, Bishop Bartholomew, 
was closing a life full of days and meritorious 
actions. Seven years after, the Afchbishop died 
in the Holy Land, where he had followed his 
Sovereign, Richard I. — Vkl. Actus Pontif. Can- 
tuarautore Gervasio. in Wharton's Anglia Sacra. 

4. Robert. 

5. John, commonly called Devonius. He was 
the friend and confessor of King John, ^nd^ had 
the reputation of being a consummate divine. 
Under him, says Fuller, p. 263. of his Worthies, 



51 



A. D. 



Ford Abbey had more learning than three con- 
vents of the same bigness any where in England. 
See also Risdon's Survey of Devon, and Prince's 
Worthies. " Floruit circa banc annum Mauritius 
Somerset e Coenobio Fordensi in £>evonia Cis- 
terciensis, cujus Sodalitii scriptor primus apud 
Oxonienses emersit." — Wood Hist. & Antiq. 1194 
Oxon. Lib/1. p. 57. 
This respectahle Abbot died 1220 

6. Roger*, who resigned in 1236 

7. John de Warwick^ who died in . 1246 

8. Adam* 

9. William de Crikd.oi whom I find the fol- 
lowing particulars in Bishop Bronescombe's 
Register : 

On Pentecost Eve, A. D. 1276, Bishop Bro- 
nescombe excommunicated this Abbot, " propter 
manifest as offensas & multiplicatas contuma* 
eias :" (vid. fo. 72.) and this sentence was ordered 
to be read in the cathedral ohurcb, and in all 
conventual, Collegiate and parish churches in 
the city and diocese of Exeter, with the accus- 
tomed ceremonies. Bronescombe notified the 

• 

excommunication to the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, and requested him to publish it in his 
diocese ; he also sent information of these pro- 
ceedings to King Edward I., and invoked the 
assistance of the secular power to punish the 
Abbot's contempt and rebellion. Indeed the 
Abbot had proceeded to the unjustifiable length 
of excommunicating his Bishop in several parts 
of the diocese. 

The King appointed Walter Stamel, Dean of 
Sarum, and Thomas Weke, Archdeacon of 
Dorset, professors of canon and civil law, to 
decide their controversy. On the 22d October 
1276, these ecclesiastical Judges held their 
first sitting at Westminster. The Abbot de- 
clared his repentance, and his readiness to pay 
down £500, if such sum should be required by 
the Court; but the Judges'deferred giving any 
opinion until after the following Easter, al- 
though they were urgently requested, by Bishop 
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Bronescom be, to decide immediately, as is at- 
tested by William, Bishop of Landaff, Henry 
Kilkenny, Canon of Exeter Cathedral, and seve- 
ral others. — Vid. fo. 75. of the same Register. 

In the meanwhile, the Abbot most anxiously 
implored the King to prevent the secular power 
from being directed against him ; he main- 
tained, that the censures of his Bishop* were * 
absolutely null and void, as his convent was 
specially exempted by papal indolts from any 
episcopal jurisdiction ; he represented the very 
considerable injury already sustained by himself 
and his convent, and declares that certain ruia. 
awaits them, unless his Majesty shall interpose 
in their favor. 

At last (fo. 79.) the parties agreed, by an 
indenture dated at Westminster, 5. May 1277, 
absolutely to abide by the deoision of the above- 
mentioned Judges, under a penalty. of ,£1G0, to 
be forfeited to the obedient, by the refractory, 
party. On the same day, the final sentence 
was passed, — viz. that the Abbot should recal 
the sentences of excommunication, in the very ' 
places where he had fulminated them against 
bis Bishop — that he should pronounce them to 
have been absolutely null and void — that he, 
his Monks and dependents should proceed, on 
the ensuing feast of the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist, from the gate of St. Peter's cemitery, in 
Exeter, to the entrance door of St. Peter'* 
Church, bareheaded, barefooted and loosely 
dressed, and there receive a discipline, either 
from the Bishop or his deputy; & that the Abbot 
should further pay, for himself and convent, one ' 
thousand marks. The Bishop is then enjoined to 
revoke, without any difficulty, all his censures 
againsfthe Abbot and convent ; to remit nine 
hundred of the said marks ; the payment of the 
remaining hundred marks to be made by the « 
Abbot, to the Bishop or his proxy, in the cathe- 
dral church, in equal portions, on the next fes- 
tival days of Michaelmas and Easter; and, 
with the exception of the discipline, excepts 



i 
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discipline, the Bishop is directed to dispense ' 
with the rest of the penance. 

10. Nicholaus, confirmed Abbot 1 Jan. 1283-4 

11. Henry occurs Abbot in 1312 

12. William, confirmed Abbot 22. Sept. 1319 
N. B. The following was his formula of obe- 
dience to Bishop Stapeldon : — 

" Ego frater Willelmus Abbas de FordA, sub- 
jectionem, reverentiam & obedientiam a Sanctis 
Patribus constitut am secundum regulam Sci 
Benedict!, tibi, Domine Episcope, tuisque sue - 
cessoribus canonice substituendis & Sancte Sedi 
Exon, salvo ordine meo, perpetud me exhibitu- 
rum, promitto." 

13. John, admitted Abbot 24. June, 1328 

14. Adam, confirmed 29 September, 1354 
N. B. After his profession of obedience to 

Bishop Grandisson, "subsoripsit signum crucis." 

15. Chylheglys oceurs Abbot in Bishop Bran- 
tyngham's Register, 1373 

16. Walter Burstok, confirmed 16. April, 1378 
N. B. To his profession of obedience, " manu 

snA subsoripsit Amen'' 

This. Walter was alive in 1411. 

17. Richard, I believe, was his successor. 

18. Ely as occurs Abbot in 1462 
19 William Whyte appears as Abbot 1491 
20.* Thomas Chafde, alias Tybbes, was the 

last Abbot : he surrendered his consent 8. March 
1539.— Vid. 2. B. Willis?, Hist. Ab. p.51. 

Cleaveland informs us, p. 120. that he vfas 
born at Tracy, in the parish of Auliscombe, and 
educated in St. Bernard's, now St. JohnBaptist's, - 
College, at Oxford,* and that he took the de- 
gree of D. D. on the 3. Oct. 1505: being styled 
in the public register " Vir doctrin& & virtute 
clarus." 

I may add, that he was made a titular or suf- 
fragan Bishop, under the name of Episcopal So- 
lubricensis, and became coadjutor to Bishop 
Oldam. — See the Register. He was still alive 
in 1543. 

The following pensions were granted to the Reli- 
gious, 12. May, 3L Hen. VIII :— 
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£ s. cL 
To Thonpas Chard, alias Tybbes, 

the Abbot, S. T. P 80 

Richard Exmestre, alias Were, 8 

John Br idge#ater, alias Stone, 8 

W. Sfierburn, alias Rede 8 

* Eliseus Clestina, alias Potter, 7 

Robert llminster 7 

John Cosyns 6 13 4 

William Green 6 6 8 

Thomas Stafforde, alias Bate, 5 6 8 

JohnFawell .... 5 6 8 

William Wynsor, alias Hyde... 5 
William Donyngton, alias Wil- 

teshere 5 

Richd. Kyngesbury, alias Sher- 
man ..r 5 

The annual revenues of Ford Abbey amounted, 

according to Dugdale, to £374 10 6* 

Aecordmg to Speed, to 381 10 6 

In various leases that I have seen, frequent men- 
tion is made of their property in Burstok, Pay- 
hembury, Charmouth, Toller Porcorum, Turneworth 
and Strete. 

The Taxatio contains the following particulars : — 

ABBAS DE FORDE HABET. 

% £. s. d. 

Manerium de Orohererd tax ad 5 6 8 

ApudWestword ;........ : 2 13 5 

Apud Stoneberge 2 13 4 

Apud Brouygesheg que tax ad 14 2 

Deredd in dictis locis cu Mol 5 10 

De exit Stauri & pquisitis 2 

Apud Colebrok deredd 2 

Apud Thale que tax 4 16 8 

Apud Lynton <fe Cuutebere que tax ad 5 10 

■^ Summa £31 4 4 



Deoime £3 2 4 



The scite of this abbey was granted to Richard 
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Pollard, Esq. A copy of the grant is given in the 
appendix, (m) Sir John, the son of this Richard, 
alienated the same to Sir Amias Paulet, whose father, 
Sir Hugh Paulet, had been appointed head steward 
of the abbey by the last Abbot, on 4. Mar. Hen. 
VIII. with a pension of 100s. Sir Amias disposed 
of it to William Roswell, Esq. from whose family it 
passed to the Prideauxes. At present it is in posses- 
sion of the Gwynnes. 

The original common seal of the Cistercian Order- 
in England and Wales, is still in existence, and in 
perfect preservation. It is circular — has a church 
engraven upon it, and bears a shield, containing the 
arms of Bindon Abbey, in. Dorsetshire. The in- 
scription runs thus : — " Sigillu : coe : CapU : genalis : 
Ordis: Cistercien: in: Angl: et: Wall:" 
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•NEWENHAM ABBEY, 

• 

JL HIS Oistereian abbey, situated mar the river 
Axe, and art a short distance from Axminster, was 
founded toy Reginald de Mohun, Earl *of Softiereet, 
in honor of our Lady, about the year 1€46. Richard 
Blondy, Bishop of Exeter, performed the ceremony 
of its dedication, and ranks as a leading benefactor 
to the infant establishment. iFrom Beaulieu, in. the 
New Forest, a monastery erected and endowed fcy 
King John, about forty years before, ffre Earl ob- 
tained a colony of Cistercian Monks, for his new 
foundation. The charter of King Henry III. and 
the list of benefactors, may Ito seen in 1. Dugd. 
Monast. p. #3. • 

I believe the following to be an '-accurate list of the 
Abbots: — 

, A. D. 

1. John Goddard, Instituted 6. January. . 1246 
He resigned 4. April, 1248. 

2. Henry de Sperthott succeeded twelve days 
after. 

He resigned 3. May, 1 253 

8. 'John de Ponie Moberii succeeded, but 
continued in office a few months only. 

4. Galpidus deBlancheviUe, confirmed Abbot 
before the end of 1253, and was Abbot nearly 
nine years. 

N.c. He entirely re-built the abbey church, . 
wliich, according to William of Worcester's Sur- % 
vey (temp. Hen. VI.J was two hundred feet long,;* 
length of the transverse aisle one hundred and 
fifty two feet ; length of the choir eighty feet. 

• Q,— What were the arm of this Abbey. 
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5. Hugh de CokesweU, elected his successor 

14. June, 1262 

He resigned three years after. 

6. John de Northampton, next governed the 
abbey, an4 resigned 11. September, 1272 

7. William of Cornwall was chosen to suc- 
ceed John.; but laid down his office, after hold- 
ing it sixteen years. 

8. Richard de Chichester, elected Abbot IS, 
September; 1288 
He was- deposed 15. October, 1292 

9. Richard de Pedirton, appointed his sue* 
cessor 11. November, that year. 

He resigned 7. April, 1297 

10. William de Frid was elected to succeed 

him within a week after, and resigned in 1303 

11. Ralph de Shaperville was the next Abbot, 

and resigned his office with his life in 1314 

12. Robert de Pwpplesbury % was voted his 
successor 30. Sept. same year. 

He resigned 12. May, 1321 

13. fohn de Coky swell succeeded on the 
ensuing Feast of the Purification. 

He vacated his office by death, 2 f 6. December, 1324 

14. Johnde Geytingtone, instituted 17. of the 
following March. 

N. B. He was Abbot fourteen years, and 
greatly improved his monastery. He built the 
cloister next to the infirmary and lavatory, and 
began a new hall, which was finished by his suc- 
cessor. 

15. Watirede la House, confirmed 3 1* May, 1338 

16. Richard Branescombe, admitted 7. 
March, 1361 

17. John Legga, instituted 24. September, 1391 
On which, occasion, he subscribed to his pro- . 
fession of obedience to Bishop Brantyngbam, 

" hoc signum faciendo +. M 

18. Leonard Houndaller. 

19. Nicholas Wysbech, confirmed 29. Oct. 1413 

20. Try sir am Crukeme, succeeded 27. July, 1432 

21. friUiam Hunteford, admitted 7. Sept. 1456 

22. John Etlys, instituted 23. July, 1512 



23. John Ilminsler, alias Cabell, admitted .3. 
August,' "■''■- ""■-'* -'■ ' '" '• "" ' '' "loS* , 

2*. - JKcAard GyW, the last Abbot, confirmed 
iu bis dignity by Bishop Veysey, T8. Fe'brutnf :'''^530 

The foWwtag pfmsionsweYegrantedTO the under-" 
written* Religious, 6. May, 31. Hen. VHIT ■ ' ,J 
-)!;-■ .f -'■ ■-" ■'■'■"■ *">' v *£.*i' a. . 

To Richard Gyll, Abbot, peran....44 0- .0 

Richard Alforde .... 4 13 4 

Wtt. Westminster; alias Faute... 6 

William Pede :.. 5 6' 8 

Thomas White 5 6 8 

Thomas Male 5 

JohnPoper 5 0. 

John Pythe 414 4 

. The annual revenues of the abbey amounted to 

£231. H. 4. -' 

In the Taxatio of King Edward I: is the following 
statement of its property : — 

ABBAS DE NEWENHAM HABET 

£. s. d. 

Manerium de Axmenstr taxad 12' 8 4 

Manerium de Plenent 4 Northam in Cor- 

HUbia :....,,.:.......:...: 13 12 

Snmma 26 4 



- Decima 2 12 0J 

In several leases befo 
mention is made of ceil 
parishes of St. Lawrence i 
which belonged to this f 
house- in Exeter, was i 
Hospital, in tin eastern c 
Fore-street into Castle-st 
remains of a magnlficen 
there. 

In vol. 1. Grandisson's Register, fo. 4. it is stated, 
that Pope Alexander , IV-. (between the year's 1254 and 
1261^1 appropriated to Newenham Abbey the church 
of Lopepit, or LuppH, ihthe deanery of DunfceswelL 



69 

From different passages in the registers, it appears 
that the abbey pretended a claim to the church of 
Axminster, which was the cause of much litigation. 
But the claim was protested against by the Rectors, 
and rejected by the Bishops. The' living, at least 
for a considerable period, was in the gift of the 
Bishop: still, however, 'two* Prebends in Ax minster 
Church, called Warthell and Greendale, belonged to 
St. Peter's Church, in the city of York. Eishog,, 
Stapeldon, in fo, 153. of 'his 'Register, acquaints us', 
that they had formerly befen annexed to that cathe- 
dral, by one of «the Kings of England. ,; : 

Axminster fair was held won the Vigil ami on the 
Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, as I find 
in an ancient lease. : The profits Of this fair are re- 
served by the Abbot to himself and His convent; 
buft he leases out the profits of the' market, (Ynercati r 
nostri de Axminstre) for the annual consideration of 
LXs. 

From a careful inspection of the ground, of the : 
ruins, and dismantled remains of this interesting 
abbey, I think it easy to trace out the scite of the 
church,* the chapter*house, and the cloister qua- 
drangle. ** 

In the fifth year of Queen Elizabeth the fee of 'ih£ 
abbey was granted to Thomafe ; Duke Of 'Norfolk. 
His son, Lord William Howard, disposed of it'to Sir ' 
John Petre, who was created a Baron, 1. Jac. I. 
In hi* family the possession still cbntiniie^. 

In (n) of the appendix, is copied th'e grant of an " ' 
annual pension to thte collegiate- church atOfiery^ ny^ 
Walter Home, the fifteenth Abbot of Newenham, 
A.D.1344. 

* Amongst other -great f n. mil te a w h o o hose t h i s s ao r od ed i fic e for th e p la ce 
of their interment, was the BonviUe family, of State.- Sir William Boh- ' 
ville's will, written in French, bearing date Saturday before the Feast of the 
Assumption, A. D. 1407, is preserved, in Stafford's Register. He direct* 
his body to be buried at Newenham, and bequeaths to the Abbey £40* 
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TOR ABBEY* 

• 

St. NORBERT founded the f Premonstratepsiaw 
Order, A. D. 1 12L Soon after, a colony of his Reli- 
gious came into England: Their first establishment: 
was at Newhus, in Lincolnshire ; and in the space of 
a century the piety of Englishmen provided for no 
fewer than thirty-two houses of this celebrated order. 

Of all these houses, the one at Torre, dedicated 
to the honor of the Holy Saviour, theHoly Trinity and? 
the Blessed Virgin, was undoubtedly the richest. It 
was the noble foundation of William Lord Brewer, 
a great counsellor of state in* the reigns of Richard 
and John. To the canons of this house, he granted,- 
A. D. H as, the lands of Torre, where the church of 
the Holy Saviour then stood ; also the free fishery of 
Torbay, the church of Tor,{ and the town of Wool- 
borough, with the advowson of that church ; also 
his lands* at Grendall, and many other possessions 
specified in the foundation deed, to be seen 2* Dugdv 
Monast. p. 652. 

Nothing can exceed, the beautiful situation of this 
great abbey; and if we may judge by the remains of 
the church, of the chapter-house, and other buildings, 
the magnificence, of the fabric did honour to the 
situation. When Leland visited the abbey, .three fair, 
gateways were standing.! | 

• Arms. Gules a Chevron between three Crosiers Or. 

t So called from the* lonesome Yslley Premontre, in the diocese of Laon, 
'where the saint erected his first monastery. His rale was very severe : 
the use of linen was prohibited ; and perpetual abstinence from flesh was 
enjoined. 

. J Q. Is the parish churoh dedicated to the Holy Saviour? The ancient 
and curious chapel on the hill Was dedicated to St. Michael, and not to our 
Lady, as is' sometimes asserted . Was* it built by Reginald de Mohun > 
25. Hen. III.?— Vid.2.Dugd.Monast. p. 654. 

il One gateway remains. The arms of the Brewers', Mohuns', Spekes,- 
and of the Abbey> appear in the Arch. 



The church was richly famished with cloth of gold, 
*with copes and other ecclesiastical ornaments, as 
appears from Bishop Grandisson's letter, in vol. I. 
of his Register, fo. 56. " pannfo aureis & capis," &c. 

The Rev. Joseph Reeve, in his classical poerti, en- 
'titled Ugbrooke Park, has thus described the present 
•state <>f the abbey, in' the glowing language of poetry, 
•and with the feelings of a^Chrigtian philosopher. 

Though hallowed mitres glitter here no more, 
The friendly abbey still adorns the shore : 
Here meek religion's ancient temple rose, * 
How great, how fallen, the mournful ruin shews. 
Of sacrilege, behold, what heaps appear ! 
Nor blush to drop the tributary tear. 
Here stood the font— here on high column* rsis'd, 
The dome extended— there the altar blas'd 
The shatterM aisles, with clust'ring ivy hung, 
The. yawning arch in rude confusion flung : 
Sad striking remnants of a former age, 
To pity now might melt the speller's rage ! 
Lo sunk to rest, the wearied vot'ry sleeps, 
While o'er his urn the gloomy cypress weeps. 
Here silent pause— here draw the pensive sigh— 
Here musing learn to live, here learn to die ! ! ! 

I fear -it is impossible to recover the complete 
-series of the Abbots. Browne WilliB, 2. Hist. Abb: 
p. 65. informs us, that the first Abbot's name was Adam. 
Jn the agreement with Reginald de Mohun, A. D. 
185 1 . Simon occurs Abbot, lb. p. 654. From the regis- 
ters of the See of Exeter I collect the names of the 
* fourteen, following :-— 

A. P • 

1. Brianus, confirmed Abbot by Bishop Bro- 
nescombe, on Whit Sunday, 1264 

2. Richard, admitted hy the same Bishop- on 
Ascension«-day, 1270 

3. Simon de Plymplon, instituted by Bishop 
Grandisson J. September, 1880 

4. John, confirmed 21. May, 1349 

5. John Cra8 succeeded 6. December, 1351 
N. B. Comparel.Grandissoi}'rRegist.fo. 100. 

-with fo. 161. ' 

6. Richard, the date of whose institution I 
Stave not yet discovered. 



7. John Rerkudene occurs in 1372 

id 27. July, 1382 

was maliciously * 
■d and beheaded 
< abbey. Bishop 
390, pronounced 
uncus falsehood, 
said to be mtrr- 
a actually alive, 
my to the irre- 
proachable character of the- Abbot, and issues 
the sentence of excommunication against bis 
defamers. Vid. 1. Regist.fo. 211. 

9. Matthew Yerde t succeeded 19. July, 1412 

10. JTiUiam Mychel, confirmed 19. March, 1413-4 

11. John Lacey, instituted 31. January, 1442 

12. Richard Cade occurs Abbot in 1463 

13. Thomas Dyare occurs in 1502 

14. Simon Rede, elected and confirmed in 
August, ♦ - • 1523 

This was the last Abbot, and he surrendered his 
monastery, with fifteen of his Religious, 23. Feb. 
1 539 . If 1 may judge from the tenor, of several 
of bis leases, he calculated on the speedy dis- 
solution of the. abbey, and was not unmindful . 
of bis own interests. 
He was still alive in 1563- - • 

. The following pensions were granted 25. April, 31. 
Ben. VIII. — . 

• - £ s. d. 

To Simon Rede, the Abbot, pr. an. 66 13 4 

Richard Mylton 7 

John Asterege 6 

Henry Bagwell 6 

John Shapeley 4 

. John Lane 4 

John Wyll .-... 8 

Thomas Jamys 6 

Thomas Lawdy.mere.,. 6 

Thomas .Clement. ,50 

John Payne .-..,.. fi 

Thomas Brygeman 2 

Thprnas-Emet 2 
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John Ffermer ••>♦. 2 € 

« Thomas Knolle,.....,v 2 

Richard Tong, ..»«~..«.......u.*.. 2 9 ■ « 

.• The annual revenues of the abbey amounted to 

in the Taxatlo of Edward I. I meet, with the fol- 
lowing statement :— • i 

ABBAS DE TORRE HABET ; . 

* » ■ * 

■..•••£ a. d. 

Apud Wolleburgh que tax I... -. 4 4 B 

Tunstall& Aueton .' ...... 3 13 '4 

Apud Fflede... .,....': ;..\. ............ .. Oil 4 8 

A pud Helgrug de Redd 1 

Apud Gormingeston '3 6 

ApudGrendell S i'6 

Apud Shillingford ......... 2 4 8 

Apud t)abecombe ... ...... , ,.2 15 

Apud Ilesham '. 1 15 

Apud Coleton ........ .15 

m Summa £23 1 1 

I Decima £2 7 1 

i . ■: .. . .. 

In numerous leases, granted by this abbey, I 

observe, mention is made of the manors of Torre, 
Woolborough, DacQombe, Buckland Brewer, Ayshe- 
clyst, Shyllingford, Blakeauton, and Grendal. They 
had also possessions in Kingsware, Newton . Abbot, 
Dartmouth, Coleton, llsham, &c. ; and presented to 
ttye churches of Cockin^ton, Tuns'tall, Tor, tirade- 
worthy, Boclond firewer, Scheftsbeare, Hanok, 
Scytesbrok, . Blakeauton, the Chapel of Pancras 
Weke, and others. 

In 3. Grandisson's Register, fo. 156. Treatf, ""Pre-" 
benda Abbatis & Convenes de Torre in Castro Exon, 
taxatur ad , £6 13 4." , This Prebend was •called 
Ashclyst? and was granted to thfe abbey by Robert 
Viscount Courts'naJ, who died 26. July, 1242.. 

The Abbot's house in Exeter was in St. Paul's-street. 
The tenement was bounded by the city walls, and 
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perhaps was the very spot called " Athelstans," now 
occupied by Mr. Granger's cellars. I find the last 
Abbot leased out his premises a few months before 
the suppression of the monastery, to Geflery Holme re, 
for a term of, sixty-three years. Bot the tenant is 
required to lodge -the said Abbott "at such tyme 
that he corny th to the said Cytye of Exeett' and his 
servants, as long as It shall plese hym in the said 
tenement, at the coste and charge of the said Geffery." 

Dr. Tanner, in the Notltia . Monastics, asserts, 
that the scite of the abbey was grant* 
to Sir John St. Leger, in the 35. 
William Pole, on the other band 
272. of his Collections, (a work, by 
. Inaccurate than is generally imagined 
chased at the Dissolution by Edward 
of Somerset, and was given by him' 1 
Edward, whose son, Sir Edward, sol 
Sir Thomas Ridgeway, afterwards 1 
derry. The following statement, 
authentic documents, may be dependeu upuu . — 

King Henry VIII. by letters patent, dated 20. Jan. 
84th year of his reign, granted to John St. Leger, 
Esq. the dissolved monastery of Tor. John St, 
Leger,! 
it to Sir 
the said 
granted 
JSeymou 
deed, d 
RIdgwa 
wards 1 
mained i 
to John 
in 1662, uy oir vae urge vary. 

In this ancient and respectable family,* the abbey 

* Amongst the illustrious persons produced in this family, we may In 
allowed to mention the two-Prelatei which it has siren to tbe See of 
Eieter. The first if Jnmci Carv, who was promoted by Pep* Martin V. 
80. Not. HIS, to tbe See of Exeter. He dted,howa>er I SB. Dec. that rear, 
ana wai buried at Florence. —Tbe other was Valentine Cary, Dean of 
St. P«il's,a.T.P. and President of Christ's College, Cambridge, made Bishop 
(tt Enter IB. Not. i«31, died 10. June, 1628, A is said to hate been buried 
>n the S, port of tbe choir of St. Paul's, Loudon. 
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still continues ; and the writer joins in the fervent 
wish of the poet : 
Stet fortuna domtis <fc avi numerentur avorum. 



Exfo. 150; Regixlri EdmundmSfajflfordvlim Exonien 

Episcopi: 

Decimo octavo die'mensis Marcii A. D. 1413- 
apud Clyst, Dnas recepit literas infrascriptas sub 
tenore qui sequitur verborum/ 

Reverendo in Xto Patri*& J>no Dno Edmundo, 
permissione DivinA Exon Epo suus humilis & devotus 
f rater Johes, Dei patientiA Abbas Ecclesie de Welle - 
t>ek, (in Nottinghamshire,) ordinis Premonstratensis, 
reverenciam tanto Patri debitam cum honoi;e. 

Venerabilem fratrem nostrum, ftatrem Wiilelmum 
Mychel Ecclesie de Torre, nostri Ordinis & vestre 
Diocesis Canonicum, in Patrem & Pastorem ejusdem 
Ecclesie nunc vacantis, per fratres ejusdem Ecclesie, 
rite& canonice secundum Ordinis nri Instituta elec- 
tum & k nobis (ad quern, tanquam Patrem Abbatem 
illius Monasterii, auctoritate Sedis Apostolice Ordini 
nostro in hAc parte graciose concessA ipsius confir- 
macio dignoscitur pertinere) prout ejusdem nostri 
Ordinis moris est, eonfirmatum, Vestre Paternitati 
Reverende presentamus per presentes, A vobis pleni- 
tudinem sui officii plenarie recepturum, supplicantes 
Dominationem vestram humiliter & devote, ut cum 
idem electus & confirmatus, ut premittitur, ad vos 
cum presentibus declinaverit, munus benediction!* 
vestro impertiri dignemini graciose. . In quorum 
omnium testimonium <fc fidem presentes literas sigillo 
nostro signatas vestre Reverende Paternitati dutimus 
presentandas. Conservet vos Altls&imus ad regimen 
Ecclesie sue sancte per tempora diuturna. Datum in 
dictA EcelesiA de Torre die decimA mensis Marcii 
A. D. 1413. 

Et subsequenter eodem die Dnus m capeliA manerii 
«ui de Clyst predicti, eidem Willo Abbati electo A 
«onfirmato, more solito, munus benedictionis impen- 
jdit, prestitA primit&s Dno per eundem Abbatem obe- 
4ientiA sub form A que sequitur in hec verba, 
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Ego Willelmus Mychel, Monasterii de Torre, 
ordinis Premonstratensis Exoniensis Diocesis, Al?bas 
electas & juxta regulam Sci Augustini confifmatus, 
profiteor Sancte Ecclesie Exoniensi & tibi, Reverende 
Pater Edmunde, Dei gratftl, ejusdem Ecclesie Epis- 
copo, tuisque Succeaaoribos in eh candnice substitu- 
endis, in omnibus canonieam obediential!) & subjec- 
tionem. 
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RUCKFASTLEIGH* 

V 

JL HE great Cistercian Abbeys at Buokfastleigb, or 
Buckfastre, was founded in the year 1137, by Ethel* 
werld, the son of Win. Pomerei, in honor of the Virgin 
Mary. King Henry II. was a friend and benefactor to 
the infant establishment. A charter of this Monarch, 
in its favor, may be seen in the Monasticon, attested by 
the Primate Theobald, and by the Chancellor Thomas 
k Becket, afterwards . the martyred Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

The following names of the Abbot* are all that I 
can recover : — : a. d* 

1. Williqm, occur* as Abbot in the founda- 
tion deed of Tor- Abbey, temp. Rich. I. 

2. Robert, cpnfirmed 7. July, 1280 

3. Peter occurs Abbot In 1306 

4. Robert occurs in . 1314 

5. Stephen was instituted 24. June, 1328 

6. John de Chwrstowe, succeeded 1. Nov. 1332 

7. William Giffprd, confirmed 6. June, 1333 

8. Philip, admitted 21. May, 1349 

9. .Robert Simon, occurs in 1373 
I believe Robert Simon conducted and succeeded 

in a valuable cause of the fishery of the river Dart, at 
Buckfastleigh, against Dean Sumpter ^nd the Chapter 
of Exeter Cathedral. . 

I have perused the exemplification of the record 
under the great seal, dated 16. Nov, 50. Edward III. 

10. William Slade, who distinguished himself 
by bis works, entitled Flores. Moralium. Ques- 
tioners de AnimA. Questiones super 4. lib. senten- 
tiaru. <fcc. 

• Arms, Sable, a Crosier in pale Arg. the crook Or, surmounted by a 
Stag's bead cabosbed of the second, borned Gules. 
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A. D. 

31. William Beaghe, confirmed 8. Sept. 1415 

12. Thomas Rogger, admitted 18. April, 1432 

13. John Ffychet succeeded 16. Oct. 1440 

14. John Matlhu, confirmed 8. Got. 1449 

15. John Rede occurs as Abbot in 1503 

16. Alfridus Gille, confirmed «on Palm -Sun- 
day, 4. April, 15L2 

17. Gabriel Donne, or Dunne, who surren- 
dered his monastery 25. Feb. 1538 

Probably this Abbot was particularly obse- 
quious to the views of the Court, as he obtained 
a greater annuity than even the Abbot of Tavis- 
tock. 

The following annuities were granted 26. April, 
31. Hea. VIII.— 

£. *s. d. 
To Gabriel Dunne, the Abbot ...120 

John Dogge....^ ... *6 13 4 

John Cowle 6 *© 

.Matthew Preston 5 6 '8 

Richard Splate 5 6 8 

William Shapter 5 6 8 

John Watts 5 *6 « 

William A very.. ~ $ 6 *£ 

« Richard Taylor •..'...*..; '5 *6 k 8 

Thomas Gylle 5 

The yearly income of the abbey is rated by Dug- 
dale, at £466. \l. 2 J. 

In the Taxatio, so often referred to, I read as 
follows : — 

£. s. d. 
Abbas de Bucfestre percipit per annu de 

eqctesi&de Downe « 2 

In eccilude Se}e (Monacharam) '2 13 4 

De ecciA de Churchstowe .'. 13 4 

Abbas de Buckefestrelhabet .., ,.., -„ 

Maner de Brent que tax ad, ..„..*„.. . 9 15 4 

Maner d»e Northamtax ,.„ T 6 6 8 

Buckfastre 4 3 4 

Hethfelde 4 -8 

Apud Batekescurgh ..-. .\ 2 13 t) 

Apud Pad neks tone 2 4-8 

Apud Sele , . ,..,2 ,9 A 
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ApudDoune ....... „... v ,.»*..«• JMO* & 

ApudTrissure .,*». .*.*.;..,... -.*.... 1 1£ g; 

Apu<T RoBjok & Tynd<*n Q 8 #* 

In various leases th^J I have met with, I find men- 
tion of their manors of Kingsbridge and Harberton. ... - 

The abbey had also some proparty. in the tovra* 
and near the bridge, of To toes. 

The town-house of the Abbot in Exeter-, was- ins 
the Close, surrounded on three sides by the archdea- 
conry house* of Barnstaple, and Totnes; and Cornwall, 
and by letters patent of 28. Sept. 37th Hen. VI II. was- 
granted to George Rolle, m whose family it continued 
till the time of Henry (afterwards Lord) Rolle, who, 
in 1737, sold it to the Rev. Thomas Heskett, and it 
is now the property of James Rodd, Esq. The scite- 
of Buckfastre Abbey was granted; 31. Hfem VIII. to 
Sir Thomas Dennis,*" of Hoi combe Burnell, in the- 
county of Devon;. 

Dr. William' Petre; afterwards Sir William Petre,. 
procured a considerable share of the manors apper- 
taining to this abbey. And; what is singular, he otf- 
tained of Pope Paul IV. 28* Dec. A. D. 1555, a con- 
firmation of this property. This gentleman was 
" appointed in the 27th year of Henry VIII. one of" 
the commissioners to repair unto all the monasteries 
of England, and to make inquiry into the govern- 

* The conduct of this gentleman is. certainly open to suspicion— he ap- 
pears to hay© played a double game— to have accommodated himself to 
every wish of the Court, and to have intrigued himself into the favor and< 
confidence of the religious houses in Devonshire. From many of these 
communities, I observe/ he had procured the stewardship for himself, and 
the reversion of it for his son Robert ; from most, he had secured annuities for 
very valuable advice "pro bono consilio nobis impenso <fe in poster urn 
impendendo;" and- he contrived to obtain a confirmation of 4hese annuities- 
from the court of Augmentation of the crown-revenues. In the scramble for 
religious property, he was one of the keenest and most successful com- 
petitors. He succeeded in obtaining the scite of Biickfastleigh Abbey, 
the scite of St. Nicholas' Priory, Exeter y the Park, at Crediton, belonging: 
to the Bishops of Exeter, with four' water mills, and a marsh, containing, 
two hundred acres— a property, fop which this covetous man was not ashamed 
to petition the Crown; His royal master, 6. Feb. 31st Jtar of' his reign ^ 
further rewarded him with the manors of Ly ttleham and Exmouth, . which 
had lately belonged to the monastery of Sherburn, in the -county of Dorset — 
with the messuage situate in Baynard Castle Ward, London, formerly 
the property of the Cistercian Monastery of Croxdon, in Staffordshire ; 
also, with the Hundred of East Budleigh, which had been grasped by the 
Crown, in consequence of the iniquitous and unjostifiable attainder of 
Henry Courtenay, Marquess of Exeter. If the mammon of iniquity could . 
confer, happiness, this very rich man must have been supremely tiappy. 
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ment and behaviour of tire votaries of both sexes, 
that their enormities might be discovered, or rather 
that their bouses might be dissolved, and their lands 
confiscated." } That he was a time serving politician, 
and callous to moral and religious principles, when 
his interest was concerned, it would be folly to deny. 
But still he is much to be commended for his grate- 
ful attachment to Exeter College, in Oxford, where 
he had received his education ; as also for his resolu- 
tion to resign all rectories, or appropriated' tithes and 
glebes, to fheir first spiritual uses; and for his readi- 
ness td make immediate restitution for that purpose. 

X See Bishop White Kennet's Parochial Antiquities, p. 071. a work most 
admirable for its perspicuity, candour, and elaborate research. 
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BtfGK&AKDt, ABBEY.* 

J. HIS abbey, seated on the Eastern banks of ther 
Tavyvwas founded in honor of our Lady and St. 
Benedict, in the year 1278, by Amibia, Countess of 
Devon. For this, new foundation she obtained a 
colony of Cistercian monks, from Quarrer, in the Isle 
of Wight. These Religions, without, the previous 
licence and approbation of Walter Bronescombe, the 
Bishop of Exeter, presumed to celebrate mass, and to 
exercise their functions. The .Bishop resented this 
trespass on his diocesan jurisdiction, and subjected, 
the community to excommunication and suspension. 
But he soon relieved them from this penalty, at the 
solicitation of the Queen Eleanor. ---Vid. fo. 96-97, 
Reg.- Bronescombe. * 

I. Walterus, Dei gra, Ex'on Epus dilecto filio 
Offioiario suo, salutem, gratiam & benedictionem. 
Cum ad instanciam & peticionem Serenissime Dhe, 
Dne Aleanore Regine Anglie, dudum vobis scripse- 
rimus, ut suspension is sen interdicti sententias in 
Monachos de Boclond Cystereien. Oidinis, seu loea 
sua, pro eo quod iidem Monachi in Diocesi Nostra 
absque auctoritate nosti'a seu lieentiA, Diyina cele- 
brare presumpserunt, latas seu promulgates relax- 
aretis, pertnittentes eosdem Divina celebrare, usque 
ad festum Pentecostis, ut quousque cum dicta Dna 
nraRegina colloquium haberemus persopale ; ejusdem 
Dne nostre precibus iterum inclinati, vobis mandamus, 
quatenus eosdem Monachos usque ad quindenam 
Sci MichaeltS" proxime venturi Divina ibidem 4ibere 



♦Arms, Quarterly Argent* Gules, a Crosiex, in bend, Of. 
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celebrare permittatis, ullam nemini eorum infcrentes 
molestiam vel gravamen. Datum London, 6. KaL 
Junii.A.D. 1280. 

II. Universis &c. Wal terns, Ac. mfseracione Divina" 
Exoq Epua. Ad universitatis vest re notitiam volumus 
pervenire, quod noe Interdictum factum in Abbacift 
do Boclond, nostre Diocesis de novo fnndata, tenore 
presencium relaxamus ; & coneedimus quod Abbas A 
Monaebi Cysterciensis Ordinis ibidem eonmorantes 
Divina ibidem licit* celebrare & que Ordinis Cis- 
terciensis, sunt, secundum regulam Sci Benedict! 
libere exercere vale; dignilate 

Episcopali & Eccles sempe* 

salvis. In cujus rei nostrum 

presentibus fecimus a .'eyutou* 

Episcopi, in festo £ te A. D- 

1280, & Consecration 

I regret that I cannot present the reader with tbe 
regular succession of the Abbots of Buchland. — The 
following names and' institutions are extracted from 
the Registers: — 

A. D.- 

1. Galfrldus occurs Abbot A. P. 1304 

2. Thomas occurs in 1311 
3 Thomas fTappelegh occurs in . 1873 
4. John Brt/ton, admitted I. Aug. 1385 
5- John fyore, confirmed 28. Sept. 1449 

6. John Hylle, admitted 16. Oct. 1453. 

7. Thomas Oltfoer succeeded SO. March, 1461 

8. John lirundon followed. 

9. Thomas ffhtfle, was the next Abbot, and 

was alive in 1627 

John Toker, or Tucker, was the last Abbot- 
The yearly revenues of Buckland Abbey were 

valued at £241. 17. 9$. ; though some have rated 

them as high as £341 per annum. 

£ s. d 

Abbas de Bocclond habet Manerium de 
Boclond 16 2 8 

■ II is «fy certain, thai tbe Bishops of E*eter hud a pnlaoe at Bishop's 
Teigntoo, long before tbe lima of GmodineB. In (be early part of his 
Episcopacy, he stales to Pope John XXII. tbe eiutence of pulcra edifieia 
at Bishop'. Tcijrnton ; but does not insinuate that be hid erected them 
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£. s. d. 

Bykeley * *..,...*; 6 11 8 

Wolcampton, & in Dertemer 6 10 8 

Colompton que tax ad ..., ,. 9 15 4 

Apud Wykecombe tax , •« 13 4 

Summa £39 13 8 



Decima £2 13 4J 

This Abbey had also very considerable property 
in Bampton. 

The following pensions were granted to the Reli- 
gious, 28. April, 31. Hen. VIII. :— 

To John Toker, Abbot ....* ..60 6 6 

Thomas Maynard 5 6 8 

William Gye ..... 5 

Thomas Hooper •.... 5 

Robert Toope 5 6 8 

John West. 5 

William Alford............ .5 

Hugo Harvey 4 13 4 

Benedict Lovedge ........ 4 13 4 

Simqn Rugewaye 4 

William Myllford 4 

William Ebbes worth 3 6 8 

John-Jordan 3 6 8 

Sir William Pole, in p. 337. of his Collections, 
mistakes the order of the occupants of this dissolved 
monastery. The scite then was first granted 33. Hen. 
VIII. to Richard Greynfeld, and " four years after" 
it was conveyed to *' Richard" Grymes, of London. 
In the time of Queen Elizabeth, it was purchased by 
Sir Francis Drake, in a descendant of whose family it 
still continues. 

I have seen an indenture made between the Abbot, 
Thomas White, and Robert Derkeham, organist. 
It is dated 28. May, 1522. The Abbot engages 
to pay Robert an annuity of £2. 13. 4 ; to pro- 
vide him a decent table ; to allow a furnished 
room over the West gate of the monastery, and # 

G 
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gown, every year, of the value of 12s. He farther 
engages to Robert the reversion of a tenement at 
Milton, then occupied by John Brooke ; and, in the 
mean while, to provide a decent dwelling-house 
garden, the moiety of the renrt to be paid by Robert 
Derkehapi, who is however to have the feeding of 
two cows, until he obtains possession of John Brooke's 
tenement. Robert is also to be allowed five ounces of 
bread and a quart of beer every night throughout the 
year; a wax candle from 1. Nov. until 2. Feb.; and 
thirty horse-loads of faggots for his fire. In consi- 
deration of all this, the said Robert is to assist in 
the choir every day during divine service, and to 
teach four boys of the convent, any one of whom he 
may choose, to wait upon him as his servant. He 
further engages to instruct the boys, and those monks 
who may wish to learn, in the art of music and 
playing the organ. 

N. B. This indenture was admitted and allowed 
by the Augmentation Court, 18. Dec. 1540. 

The editor of " the Beauties of England, 9 ' vol. 4. 
p. 14. Art. ' Devon, remarks, that the Abbey of 
jBucland'is said to have planted the, earliest orchards 
in the county. 
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DUN KESWELL ABBEY.* 

• 

JL HIS Cistercian abbey, near Hdriiton* Was founded 
in the year 1201, by William Lord Bvewei*, tffco has 
been already mentioned as the father add founder of 
thle houses of Tor and PoMo. The conventual 
church of Dunkeswell he chosg for the place of his 
interment. 

Of the history of this abbey very little can be 
gleaned from the registers of the Sed of Efceter'." 
The following names of the Abbots are all that 1 I can 
recover : — 

A. D. 

1. Thomas 9 Whom I iiieet in an Indenture 
dated 29. Sept. 1253 

2. John, who became Abbot it. Oct. 1811 ' 

3. William, confirmed on Palm Sunday, 1318 

4. William de Stanlake, admitted 8. Sept. 1321 

5. John succeeded 

6. Simon followed 22. Feb. 1341 

7. William Wedmore, confirmed 7. April, 1853 
. 8i Alexander Burlescombe, admitted Alig. 139T 

9. Richard' Lamport succeeded 17. July 1 , 1399] 

10. John Bvkelond, admitted 10. Jtttte, 1410* 

11. JohnOtery, confirmed 26. ApHI; l489 

12. Simon succeeded 13. Feb. 1^41 
13. ; Thomas Bullion, occurs Abbot itf several' 1478 

leases' from 1478 to 148$ 

14; Richard' Pytmyster, occurs in a lea^e 

dited'l. Sept. 1498 

15. John Whitmore, fs a party to a covenant* 

dtted6. July, 1509' 

16. John' Ley; the last Abbot, was confirmed' 

23.Jurie, 1529 ' 

, * Arms. Two Beqds wavy ; as appears from a seal in the Augmentation 
Office* N. B. These are the arms of the founder. 

J&2 
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At the dissolution of the abbey the following 
Religious obtained the grant of pensions 18. May, 
1540:— £ s. d. 

To John Ley, the Abbot 60 

% John Webbe 6 

William Boreman.... , 6 

John Seger 5 6 8 

John Gennyngs 4 13 4 

Thomas Typson 4 13 4 

John Benette , 4 13 4 

The yearly revenues were, as Dugdale says,£294. 18. 6 

According to Speed £298. 11. 10 

In numerous indentures and leases still extant, I 
observe frequent mention is made of their manors of 
Hackepen, Broadhembry, Shildon, Shabbecombe, 
Bolham, Bowerhays, Wolveston, Auliscombe, Weryn- 
stone, Ugston, Wollfarwchurche and Old Dunkes- 
well. The abbey had property also in the parishes 
of Coleton Rawleigh, Payhembry, UflFculm, Kentis- 
bere Dodington and Honiton. 

In Exeter, a house and gardep, situate in St. Paul's 
parish, belonged to the abbey, and which, I think, 
was the Abbot's town-house. 
From the Taxatio, — 
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ABBAS DE DON KES WELL HABET 

£. 6. d. 

Manerium de Wolfrechurche tax ad 5 16 

Apud Wy w.ode que tax ad ....; 3 6 

Apud Bourheye & Stentwode ...». 4 10 

Apud Aylescombe 2 8 

Donkeswell de redd que tax ad 2 4 

Shilden ", , 4 4 

ApudlaHydon .„„•„... f .. v .. 1 10 

Lovepute 1 16 8 

Apud Upotry ..,...,...,,,„ f "... 4 

Manerium de Hembiri 10 

Apud Hugheton ...... .,.>.,......; 16 

Apud Wyngeston , 1 10 

ApudSengetii 2 

Apud Hankelonde ....„ , : 3 14 

Apud Dodeton ,.,.. 1 19 

Manerium de Hakepenne 7 3 4 
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£. s. d. 

Manerium de miclondeA Bruer..... 7 8 

Manerium deLynecombe ...<*7 12 



Summa £64 12 



Decima £6 9 2 



N. B. This calculation is not correct. 

I observe that Bishop -Bronescombe dedicated 
the parish church of Dunkesweli, in VigiliA Sci 
Nichi 1260. The benefice had been appropriated 
to the abbey eighteen years before, by Bishop Brewer, 
as appears from Regist. Bronescombe, fo. 19. 

"Omnibus see Matris Eclesie fiiiis ad quos pre- 
sentes litere pervenerint Wiilelmus miseracione 
divin& Exon Epus, salute m in Dno eternam. Noverit 
uriiversitas vestra, quod considerate cotidianA hospi- 
talitate, quam in domo Beate Marie de Don eke well 
(ultra quam facultates ipsius domus suppetunt) vide- 
antur devote exercere, de consensu & voluontate 
dilectorum filiorum Decani & Capituli Exon, eccle- 
siamde Donekewell Parochialem cumoibs pertinenciis 
suis que ad patronatum Abbatis & Conventus dicte 
domus pertinere dignoscitur, Divine caritatis intuitu 
in Augmentum HospUalitatis ejusdem, misericorditer 
duximus concedenuam & in proprios usus imppetuum 
confirmandam. Et quia Abbacia de Donekewell 
infra limites Parochie dicte Eclesie sita est, volumus 
ut eandem per honestum capellanum imppetuum faciat 
deserviri. Volumus et, ut dictis Abbati & Conventui 
occasione dicte eclesie, cum'tenore privilegioruai,suo- 
rum nihil servitutis accrescat. In hujus rei testimonium 
presenti scripto sigillum nostrum apponi fecimus. 
Datum apud Cerde II. Kal.Octob. an gratie MCCXLII. ,, 

In the letters patent of Henry VIII. dated 4. July, 
1540, in which that Monarch bestowed on Lord John 
Russell so great a proportion of abbey and church 
lands, situate in the county of Devon, the* grant of 
Dunkesweli forms a distinguishing feature. It is 
therefore unaccountable that Sir William Pole should 
positively pronounce, p. 203 of his Collections, "that 
the abbey Of Dunkesweli continued in the Crown, 
until .King James I. added it unto the revenue of 
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the Duchy of Cornwall." This egregious mistake 
will be sufficiently exposed by quoting the words of 
the Utters patent. 

" Insuper ex uberiore gra nr& speciali & ex certd 
scientiil & mero motu nostris damus & pro oonside - 
ratione predicta per presentes pro Nobis, Heredibus 
& Succesoribus nostris concedintus prefato Johanni 
Russell, Militi, Baroni Russell, totam domum & scitum 
super Monasterii sire Abbathie B. Marie Virginia de 
Dunkyswell in dicto Comitate nostro Devon modo 
dissolut, ac totam ecclesiam, companile ac ceniite- 
rium ejusdem nuper Monasterii ac omnia messuagia, 
domos, edificia, grangias, orrea, stabula, columbaria, 
stagna, vivaria, ortos, pomaria, gardina, terram & 
solum nostra, tarn infra quam extra scitum, septum, 
ambftum, circuitum & precinctum ejusdem nuper 
Monasterii de Dunkyswell existentia, ac molendinum 
nostrum aquaticum, duo gardina & quatuor curti- 
lagia cum pertinenciis in Olde Donkyswell iq dicto 
eojpitatA nostro Devon, que dicto nuper Monaster^ 
de Dunkyswell spectabant sive pertinebant." 

Then follows an enumeration of various parcels. of 
land, comprehending about sixteen hundred acres, 
besides other property belonging to the abbey, wbiph 
the King bestows on Baron Russell, together with 
the advowson, patronage and appropriation of the 
parish churches of Old Dunkeswell, Auliscombe, 
and of a free chapel there. 
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HARTLAND ABBEY.* 



hT. Nectan, eonletimes called St. Njghton, the 
patron Saint of Hartland Abbey, was of royal Welsh 
extraction. Leland calls him a Martyr, an4 says, 
4. Collectanea p. 153, that lie was buried at Hart- 
laud. When the Saint lived, and how and by whom 
martyred, I have not been able to discover. 

A community of Secular Canons was attached to the 
chiirch of St. Nectan at a very early period. But 
Sir Jeffery Dynham,- whose property was very ex- 
tensive in the north of Devon, procured the licence 
of King Henry II.' to change these secular, for regular, 
Canons of the order of St. Augustine, and tQ found 
a monastery for them. It is probable that the ori- 
ginal monastery was very incomplete, and of a rude 
style of architecture; for Bishop Stapeldon, who 
visited it in the year 1319, describes the dormitory 
as being in a ruinous condition, and the lavatory as ill 
contrived. He complains that there was no locuto- 
rium for the Religious — that the church was dark — 
and the belfry insufficiently covered in ; and he re- 
commends to the Abbot to see that these defects be 
amended in the new church that was shortly to be 
erected, "in ecclesia noviter construeudA. Vid. 
Regist. fo. 147. 

Until the dissolution of the abbey, the patronage 
was vested in the Dynham family. Sometimes, how- 
ever, the names of Fitzwarren, of Zouche, of Carewe 
and of Arundel), occur as patrons. The reason is 

• Two Several ooats of Arms. 1 . Arg. a Crosier in pale Or, surtnounteJ 
by a Stag's heqd caboshed sable, horned Gules, 2, Gules, a Bend between 
three Pears slipt, Or. 
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this: the heads of those four families married the* 
four daughters of the founder* 

The following is the best catalogue of the Abbots 
that I can offer to the reader : — 

A. D 

1. Hugo, who was Abbot, I believe, in the 
reign of King John . 

2. John Westeolt, I think, succeeded. Vid. 
Prince's Worthies, p. 754. 

3. Ogerusde Remit, admitted 10. June, 1261' 

4. Thomas Wybbebir succeeded 4. Oct J 281 

5. John occurs Abbot in 1312 ; but resigned, 

on account of bodily infirmities,, 18. Sept. 1323 

and died soon after. 

6. John de Ralegh, I believe, succeeded : he 

died very early in the year 1350. 

▼. David de Wystcote, confirmed' 6.. March, 
that year. 

8. William Beaumont, instituted 2. Feb. 1355 
He was alive in 1373. 

9. Philip Tone occurs Abbot in 1399 
He died on Sunday 7. Dec. 1427 

10. Gencianus Matty n^o, elected 20. of the 
same month and year. 

He died 5. June, 1442 

11. Richard Tavtton succeeded eight days 
after 

He died 1. June, 1462 

12. Another Richard Tawton succeeded 28. 
June, 1462 

13. John Priest* who died in the summer of 1529 

14. Another John Prust succeeded 21. Aug. 
that year. 

N. B. This Abbot, with five, of his Religious, 
subscribed to the King's supremacy, 3L Aug.. 1534 

15. Thomas Pope, the last Abbot ; he sur- 
rendered his monastery 21. Feb. . - 1539 

I find the following pensions were granted 
30. April, 31. Hen. VIII. 

£. s. d. 

To Thomas Pope, Abbot 66 13 4 

JohnHorwell 6 13 4 

Roger Stone 6 13 4* 
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£. s. (f. 

Ffcnry Kyne 6 13 4 

Nectanus Bere 5 6 8 

The income of the abbey was rated at £306. 3. 2§ 

The scite was granted 37. Hen. VIII. to William 
Abbot. 

In the taxatio of Edward L. I meet with the fol- 
lowing particulars : — 

<£. s. d. 
Abbas de Hertiland percipit de eccia de 

Molend > 3 6 8 

De ecclesia de Knoudeston 3 7 8 

De eccia de Fforberi 7 

Habet apnd Bideford & Alwynton 6 19 4 

Apud' Barnastapol de redd 2L 

Apud Thirington, Breonforddt Wykelegh de 

redd , 1 16 1 

Apud Brafford que tax 5 0> 

Southmolton de redd 4 0^ 

Apud Kynelaunde de redd 4 

Manerium de Launcell 11 10 ft 

Apud Bodmyne de redd" 1 ft 

In villa Exon (fe redd 1 Q> 

In Regist.. Brdnescombe fo. 19.it is stated that 
the parish church of Stoke, or St. Necfan's, had 
Jbng been deprived of a Vicar, " per negligent iam* 
Abbatis & Cbnventus de Hertilond". He orders the 
Abbot to pay the* Vicar in future 100s. per annum; 
also to provide hiirr with meat and drink like one of they 
Canons ; to- maintain his man-servant ; and keep him' 
one horse. This ordinance is dated 29. May, 126 L 

The abbey presented also to the chapel of Wel- 
eombe ("which was made independent of St. Nectaii's 
& Parochial 1508)— also to the churches of Fre* 
mington, Brushford, Abbotsham, Abbots'-Bicking- 
ton, Molland, Forbery, Knostone, Woolfardiswor- 
thy and others. 

It also possessed the manors of Lancelles, Curgb, 
Knoll & Estcote, in Cornwall. 

The Abbot's town-house, in Exeter, appears to 
have been in the High-street. 

" Sciant presentes <fe futuri quod ego Matildis quon- 
dam uxor Willi de Lancell in legitima viduitate me a 
dfidi. &. concessi,.& ajuietum ciamavi imppetuum Dno. 
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Hugoni . Abbati de Hertyiond <& Conventui ejusdem 
loci, totum boscum quern habui vel habere debui in 
Manerio de Lancell nomine dotis cum omnibus per- 
tinenciis suis. Et totum jus quod habui vel aliquo 
modo habere potui in total i dicto boscho vel in 
aliquA ejus parte, ita qd nichil juris vel exactionis 
mihi inde retinui imppetuum. Et pro h&c donatione 
& concessione me& habendft dederunt mihi dictus 
Abbas & Conventus X solidos argenti pro manibus. 
Que ut rate & stabiles permaneant in posterum, eas 
presenti cartd. me& & sigiili mei impressione con- 
firmavi. Hiis testibus," &c. &c. 

The last owner of the abbey and its possessions, 
was Paul Orchard, Esq. who died in 1812, and 
whose memory will long be cherished in this county. 
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St. MARY, 

Qfr OTTER Y. 

Jt* ROM Domesday it is clear that the Chapter of 
St. Mary's church, at Rouen, in Normandy, held 
Otrei manor of William the Conqueror. Bishop 
Grandisson informs us, that it was the grift of Edward 
the Confessor to that reverend body. Whether there 
was a parish church on the manor, prior to the year 
I860, 1 am not prepared to say ; but early in the 
Deoember of that year, Bishop Bronescombe per- 
formed the dedication of the church at Otery. The 
taxation of this ofcurch, in 1334, was £20 per an. 

Bishop Grandisson, whose noble birth* and ex- 
alted station in the church, were only exceeded by 
his generosity and magnanimity, bad long enter- 
tained the design of forming an establishment that 
might serve as a sanctuary for piety and learning. 
The situation that he judged most proper for the 
purpose was Otery ; the spot was pleasant, fertile 
and salubrious ; it was in the vicinity of Exeter ; he 
could therefore, without prejudice to bis episcopal 
duties, be frequently present to watch its rising 
growth ; and his successors in the See would easily 

* It is worthy of remark that the noble family of Clifford is connected 
with this illustrious Bishop by his mother's side (Ewias). In the Clifford 
pedigree, approved and admitted 12. May, 1673, by Edward Walker 
Edward Bysse and William Dngdate, Kings of Arms, 1 find tnat Roger 
de Clifford, in the time of Henry III. married Sibilia, daughter and heiress 
of Robert de Ewias. The father of this Sir Robert Ewias, founded the 
Cistercian abbey of Dore, in Herefordshire— of which more hereafter. It 
further appears from the pedigree, that the Cliffords were also allied t to Henry 
Marshal, Bishop of Exeter, in the reigns of Richard I. and King John. 
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be able to crush faction and vice in the very bod, 
and to encourage the spirit of fervor and religious 
discipline. Accordingly, with the approbation of 
his Sovereign Edward III, and of his "friend and 
patron, Pope John XXII. he opened a negociation 
with the Dean and Chapter of Rouen, for the pur- 
chase of the said church and manor. In vol. 1. 
of his register, the letters between the parties are 
preserved. It seems that the Chapter calculated 
on driving a hard bargain ; and their demands rose 90* 
high as to be designated by the Bishop as unreason- 
able and exorbitant, " summa gravis & mtolerabilte 
<fc salva gratia vestra irrationabilis." At length, how- 
ever, they condescended to lower their price, and the 
Bishop, from his own purse, ex suo peculio, purchased 
the manor and the advowson of the church, both of 
which were then valued at two hundred and forty 
marks per annum. 

In fo. 43. of the same register is given, the foun- 
dation deed of St. Mary's College. It sets forth 
that he had erected the parish church into a collegiate 
one — that the four principal officers of the establish- 
ment should be as follows:- — 1. the Warden.-— 8. the 
Minister — %. the Precentor — and. 4. the Sacristan. 
These dignitaries ranked as Canons & Prebendaries. 
Four simple Canons were also to be attached to the 
service of this collegiate church, and their Prebends 
were denominated Quinta, Sexta, Sepflma & Octava. 
The collation to these Prebends was to belong ex- 
clusively to the Bishop of Exeter, for the time being. 
There were also to be eight Choral Vicars in Priests' 
orders ;. also one Priest to have charge of the parish- 
ioners ; one Priest to celebrate the early morning 
service, Presbyter matutinalis ; one Priest to be at- 
tached to our Lady's chapel ; also eight Clerks, called 
Secondaries ; two otherClerks, called Clerici Eeclesie; 
two other Clerks, called Aquebauli * ; eight choir 
boys, and a master of grammar. AH these forty 
member? of the college were obliged to assist at the 
daily arid nightly office, in their proper habits. 

* Aquebauli were persons who carried the vessel of the holy water in 
processions and benedictions.— Scholars in the minor orders were alway 
to be preferred for this office. — Vid. cap. 29. Synod Exonien^ A. D. L28T.S? 
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The Canons were to possess the right of nominating 
the Vicars, Secondaries, and others ; but if they should 
neglect to fill up a vacancy within the space of twenty 
days, the appointment devolved on the Diocesan.. 
No one person was "permitted to hold a double office. 

The Warden, by virtue of his office, was to receive 
annually 60s. 

The Minister was to receive the same sum. 

The Precentpr was to receive 30?. 

The Sacristan, the same as the Precentor. 

In quality of Canons, these dignitaries were entitled 
to the same stipend which the simple Cauons enjoyed, 
viz. 40s. per annum. ; on feasts that were doubles, all 
the Canons were to have 6d. per day : on days " qui- 
bus * fegilur chorus" 5d. ; on other days 4d. 
Should any be absent from matins, without a reason- 
able cause, the forfeit was to be three farthings ; but 
one penny, if absent from high mass or vespers. 

Each Vicar was to receive a weekly allowance of 
12d. besides a yearly stipend of 20s. Should any 
Vicar absent himself from matins, high mass, or ves- 
pers, he was to forfeit one penny ; if absent from 
prime, tierce, sext, or none, he was to lose one far- 
thing of his pay. 

The parish Priest was to receive six marks per an* 
nujn- The clergyman who served our Lady's chapei, 
and the eight Seeondaries, were to receive 8d. weekly, 
and 12s. per annum : for each absence they were to 
lose one farthing. The choir boys were to receive 
£d. weekly, and 6s. 8d. per annum, and were 
liable to the same forfeits as the Secondaries. The 
two Cleriei Ecclesie, and the school-master, were to 
receive two marks per annum. The two clerks 
Aquebauli, besides the ordinary fees from the parish- 
ioners, were to receive 6s, .8d. from the college 
yearly. 

The members of the college were to elect, from 

* Frory the circumstance, that the Bishop of Sarum was Precentor in 
the college of Bishops, and that he directed the choir, when the Bishops 
assisted at a .service solemnly performed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
(Lyndwood Provinciate p. 104.) it would seem that the expression diebus 
quibus regitur chorus, imported " solemn festivals." But in the case be- 
fore us, how comes it that the remuneration is less than on doubles ? Q. U 
ijie days are not semidoubles? 



86 

the body of Vicars, an officer called the Soeeotito* or 
Subchanter. Besides his doty in the chair, lie was 
also to note down and report the absentees ; and be 
was entitled to a moiety of all the fines collected froti* 
such'absentees as were not Canons : the other moiety 
was to be delivered to the stewards, who were to be 
two in number, and to be chosen from the Canons 
every year, on the Vigil of St. Mioh&el. It further 
appears, from the deed of foundation, that each 
Canon had his own house; and that the Bishop had 
erected a suitable mansion for the Vicars and infe- 
rior ministers, where they lived in common. 

Bishop Grandisson expressly enjoins that the an- 
niversaries of Cardinal Peter, Bishop of Preeneste, 
who had consecrated him in the Dcfminioan church, 
at Avignon, 18. Oct. 1827; of Pope John XXII.* 
his friend and, promoter ; of William Grandisson, 
his father; of Sibilla, his mother; of hte uttcle, 
Otho Grandisson ;t and of his brothers and* sisters, 
should be observed- with solemnity; and that con- 
siderable charities should be distributed to the poor 
on these occasions. 

For the endowments of this extensive foundation,* 
the Bishop grants for ever to the college the manor 
of Otery, with all' its rights and appurtenances, with 
the reservation of 6$» 8d. to be paid annually to » 
the Dean and Chapter of Rouen* This-deed is dated 
22. January, 1337-8. The approbation of the sove* 
feign Pontiff, Clement VI. is dated from Avignon 
21. June, 1st year of his pontificate, (1342). 

A. few months after the foundation, Bishop Gran* 
;disson, with the free consent of the Prior and Con- 
sent of Plympton, procured the annexation of the 
church of Ilsingfton to bis college. The appropri*- 
tfopjt datedi5. May, 1388.— Vid. l.Regist. fo; 150. - 
■ , .,,. • ■* 

* In 1, Regist. Grandisson, fo. 108. it is stated, that the anniver- 
sary of this Pope was on the 4. Dec. ; the anniversary of William Gran- 
disson on 26-Junt; and of Sibilla, on 21. Oct— N. B. Hdker incorrectly 
call* Grandisson's father, Gilbert J . 

t This. Otho, the Bishop's brother, w«s very rfch, and had obtained of' 
King Edward 1 II. a grant of the county of Tipperary, in Ireland. 1 Sde pV 
64, of Parnell'? Apology. In a patent 33. Edward III.' we fihd " Rex 
tenetur Oioni de Grandiseono in decern millibus Multdmim atirf," that 
is with coins > stamped with an Agnus Dei . See Spelmtfn's Glossary; 
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The priory, however, in resigning this benefice, 
reserved an annual pension of 100s. 

For the better support of this establishment, Otho 
Grandisson, the Bishop's brother, purchased of St. 
Stephen's Abbey, at Caen, in Normandy/ the living 
of Nortbaro, and appropriated it to the college 
% Dec. 1363. In consequence of this aocession 
of property, the number of Vicars was increased from 
eight to ten. It further appears, from 1. Regist. 
fo. 213. that this Otho had bequeathed to the college 
certain houses and rents in the city of London. 

From an interesting document, dated 22. Feb. 
1422. vol. 2. Regist. Stafford fo. 278. we discover 
that the college was charged with providing every 
thing necessary for Bishop Grandisson's chantry, 
(sometimes called St. Radegundes' chapel,) on the 
right hand of the great Western entrance into the 
Cathedral of Exeter. To support this chantry and 
the officiating clergyman, certain lands and messuages, 
situate in the Old Jewry, in London, had been be- 
queathed by Mr. Nicholas Braybrook, and others.* 

In 3, Regist. Lacey fo. 145. with the further 
appropriation of the church of Iplepen, A. D. 1439* 

Tfce founder ha4 originally determined, that if 
any monies Trained in the college treasury at Mi- 
chaelmas, a moiety should be taken out to be distri- 
buted amongst the residentiary Canons. But on 1. 
July, 1354, he decreed that the expences of hospi- 
tality, which the Warden, frQpi the nature of his office,, 
was. obliged to incur during the course of the year, 
should previously be refunded before any distribution 
should take place. 

Two singular ordinances of the founder are stated 
in 1. Regist. fo. 105. The first, that after the solemn 
service and procession on the Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin, (15. Aug.) a handsome enter- 
tainment was to be provided at the expenoe of the col- 



• The college was bound to keep the Obit of this Mr. Nicholas Bray- 
brook, and Theobald Mouatenay, Esq. on the second day after the Fe*ast of 
the Epiphany of our Lord. N. B. In the chantry, within the palace of the 
Bishops of London, perpetual prayers were offered for the souls of the Bishops 
of London, for the Braybrook family, and " for John Grandisson, once 
j&ishop of Exeter."— Vid. Dugdale's Hist, of St. Paul's, jp. ISA. • 
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lege, at which the whole community was \o assist, 
habited in surplices " in signum candide virginitatis 
Beate Marie." 

The second, that, as a mark of gratitude to the 
foundation, and in order to perpetuate their own 
memory, each of the four dignitaries was bound to 
presentto the College a silk cope of the value of 40s. ; 
each of the four simple Canons was to make a dona- 
tion of a chasible, or tunic, or dalmatic, or of a de- 
cent alb, with an amice, stole and maniple,or of some* 
book that might be useful to the church, of 20s. value; 
or once pay to the- college treasury the sum of 20s. 
It is to be observed that this regulation was not 
binding, if the members had not enjoyed their pre- 
bends a complete year; and agajn, that it was 
optional, wliether they made the donation during 
their lives, or bequeathed it at their death. 

The oath taken by a meirfber of the college, was as 
follows : — " Ego, N. ab h&c horA in ante k fidelis ero 
Ecclesie Collegiate Sancte Marie de Otry ac Collegio 
<fc Confratribus meis Canonicis ejusdem. Et ordma- 
tlonem ac statuta dicte Ecclesie k Venerabili Patre 
Dno Johanne de Grandissono Exon Epo fundatore 
dicti Collegii edita quantum ad me attinet, fideliter 
observabo ; ac jura & libertates ipsius Collegii pro 
posse meo defend am ac tuebor. Sic me Deus adjuvet 
<& hec sancta," &c. 

Before 1 present the reader with the succession of 
the Wardens of Otery College, I will merely notice the 
gross error of Godwin in his life of Bishop -Grandisson, 
that it was a foundation for Black Monks. " Colle- 
gium condidit monachis atratis Otereiae.'* Such an 
assertion is too absurd to require a serious refutation. 

WARDENS. 

A. D. 

1. Richard de Gonisale, appointed warden 
provisionally, 17. Jan. 1337-8 

2. Hichard de Otry succeeded 24. June, 1338 

* The Library of this church must have been considerable. John de Exeter, 
clerk, bequeathed to it, 28. July, 1445, books to the number of 136.- VidV 
J|- Resist. Lacyj fo. 513. 
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A. D, 

$. Henry Bonet, who resigned 9. May, 1350 

4. Andrew Attemore succeeded 17th of the 
following June. 

5. John Coterel occurs Warden in 1887 

6. Wtiliam Slade succeeded 

7. John bokelond, admitted 17. Oct. 139& 

8. John Tyrel, died late in * 1414 

9. John Sarger succeeded on the ensuing 28th 
of January. 

10. John Hancock, admitted 31. August, 1446 
I believe it was during this Warden's govern- 
ment, that King Henry VI. in the summer of 
1451, visited the college. Izacke informs us, 
that he was received with great solemnity, and 
that he lodged fn the college two nights. 

11. Thomas Stephens. 

12. Thomas Cornish, Episcopus Tynensis & 
suffragan to Bishop Fox, collated to the war- 
denship in December, * 1490 

N. B. He resigned this office in June, 1511 

13. Thomas Michell succeeded on the 27th 
of the same month and year. 

14. Thomas €hard\ Episcopus Solubficensis, 
succeeded 9. Oct. .1513 
And resigned in the autumn of 1518 

15. Walter Dudtnan, confirmed 16. Obt, 1518 

16. Oliver Smith followed 26. June, 1525 
N. B. This Warden, with Roger Bramston, 

Minister ; Roger. Stokeman, Sacristan ; and 
William Dyeher, Canon ; subscribed to the 
King's Supremacy, 13. July, 15S4. — Vid. 14. 
Rymer's Foedera, p. 508* 

17. John Ffysher, appointed by Bishop Vey- 

sey, Smith's successor, 30. Oct. 1554 

At the* dissolution of the college* its annual 

income was rated at £303. 2. 9. 
I meet with but two pensions > which were granted 

at Westminster, 12. July, 37. Hen. VIII 

To Nicholas Philips, Vicar 6 18 5 

Baldwin Bastcombe 6 18 5 

The college was granted, 37, Hen. VIII. to Edward, 

H 
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Earl of Hertford* The King, in the sapie year,, 
founded the grammar-school for the parish. 

The following; answer of Bishop Veysey to the 
writ of the Barons of the Exchequer, desiring infor- 
mation concerning the temporalities of this college, 
is copied from his Register, vol. 2. fo. 5. 

" Johannes permissione divinA Exon Epus, egregiis 
viris Baronibus de Spaccario Dni mei Regis apud 
Westmonasterium, salutem in eo, in quo est omnis vera 
salus. Breve Dni Regis presentibus interclpsum cum. 
e& qu& decuit reyerenci& accepimussub tenpre in eo- 
dem contento. Cujus quidqm. Brevis auctoritaie pari- 
ter& vigore certificamus, quod scrutatis Rpgistris nos- 
tris ac aliis evidenciis dijigenter recensitis, com- 
perimusquod Custos & Collegium dq Ofry hebuerunt 
& in suos proprios usus tenuerunjt prout in present i 
habent & tenent, ecclesiam See Marie de Otry uni- 
tam & appropriatam dicto Custodi & Collegio per 
Reverendum Patrem bone memorie Jorhaimem de 
Grandissono, olim, dura vi;xit, Exon Epum Prede<- 
cessorem nostrum A. D. 1337. Et solvere* consueve- 
runt pro decimA ipskis Collegii ratione Spiritualmm 
& Temporalium £4. 7. 0%.— Itejn pro decimA dicte 
Ecclie Dive Marie de Otry 20s.— Item pra Vicario 
ejusdem 6s. 8d. Habent ecjam ii^suos proprios usus 
& optinent ecclejsias Parochiales sequentes; viz* 
Ecclesiam Parochialem de Istyngton qnam appro- 
priavit dictis Custodi & Collegio antedictus Reveren- 
dus Pater. A. D. 13,38,. cujus decima 14s, 7±d. Item' 
ecclesiam Parochialem .d« Ipplepen dicta Custodi 
& Collegio appropriatam per recolendum virum felicis 
memorie Edmundum Lacy> olim Exon Epum Prede- 
cessorem nostrum A. D fc 1439, cujus decima 6s.— Item 
Ecclesiam Parochialem de, Norths dicto Custodi & 
Collegie^er sepedi<?ium Patrem Johem de Grandis- 
sono appropriatam A. D. 1361, cujus decima 14s. 9£d. 
Comperimus eciam per alia fi<\e digna documenta 
quod solvere consueverunt Regi Celsitudini ao Proge- 
nitoribus svas pro temporalibus taxam sub nomine 
Decani & Capituli Eqclesie.Rothomagensis 25s. Quod 
•vobis significanms. pexias nostras literas patentes & 
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sic mandate c'grenisshne Regfe Majestdtis ctrtfi e'A 
qa& deouit reverenciA <fc dlligencrA' eXecutt suthtosJ. 
In quorum' omnium &«ingulortim fidem <fc iegthhoniuiti 
sigillum nostrum, (fee. Ac. Datum- in mimetic nr l d& 
Chudiegh 17. Novembris? Anno Dni Regis Henrici 
12<\ & Consecratioois n©atre2°." 

The' collegiate church *f Ottfery httfe sontetimM 
"been compared to the Cathedral Of Esitetr, add has! 
been called St. Peter's in miniature. The g*»otind* 
plan is indeed' nearly 1 the same ; but, in my opinion'/ 
it is a very hartible imitation of its prototype, and! tf\\\' 
stand no comparison in unity of design, chasteness* 
of architecture, and splendour of decoration. Bishop 
Grandis$on seems to have built 1 the whole of tnfc' 
ohoir, and of the Lady chapel, and to have' retained^ 
the greater part of the wall* and witidows- of the oltf 
church to form' the nave, which he must have entirely' 
new vaulted : Wje have already remarked that Bishop 
Bronescombe dedieatied the: Old parish church it* 
1260, in the" reign of Hfen. TIL 

In a letter which Grandisson addressed to Pop€? 
Benedict XII. (Vid. L Regist. fo.40.) he says, that 
this collegiate church was dedicated to our Lady, 
and St. Edward the Confessor ; *affd he after'warM 
adds " in quorum reverenciam ibidfem jam Ecclesiola; 
inter omnes Regni istitisrjuxta statunrsuum veiiustior 
€*i con&trucfa" 

The curious observer will remark throughout the 
church, in the nodules of the nave, choir and aisles^ 
the arms of Grandisson, viz : palewise of six, argent 
and azure, a- bend gules, charged with a mitre between 
two eaglets displayed Or ; as alsa very frequently tite 
Moutacute armorial bearings, viz. Argent 3 lozenges 
or fusils' in fess, gules. Probably' William Monta* 
cute, Earl of Salisbury, who married Catharine; 
Bishop Gt andissoirV sister, might have assisted in 
founding the college, or in altering ajidj improving 
the old fabric. The Earl died 2. Feb, 1344.— See L 
Dugdale's Baronage, p. 647. 

A gorgeous chapel, communicating with the north 
aisle of the nave, cannot fail to arrest the attention of 
the spectator. Perhaps it is the grandest specimen of 
the florid and most recent style of English architec- 

h2 
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tore within the diocese of Exeter. From the armo- 
rial bearings of Bishops Courtenay and Veysey, it is 
reasonable to suppose that it was begun late in the 
15th, and finished in the early part of the 16th century. 

The feeling spectator will heave a sigh, when he 
beholds the two magnificent, monuments in the nave, 
supposed to be erected to the memory of Grandisson's 
parents. If love of the arts could not protect them 
from injury and mutilation, still the respect doe to 
such an ornament of his country and of mankind, 
should have secured them better treatment. I said 
that these monuments were supposed to be erected 
to the memory of the Bishop's parents ; for it is an 
unquestionable fact, that both were buried in the 
conventual church of Dore, in Herefordshire. In 1. 
Regist. fo. 40. a letter of Grandisson's to Prfpe Be- 
nedict XII. is extant. After congratulating his* Holi- 
ness on his recent promotion to the papal chair,* he 
tells him that his eyes are still streaming with tears 
for the loss he has lately sustained by the death of 
his mother: he then proceeds thus : " Ipsa Mater 
mea Anglica genere, in domo Cisterciensis Ordinis 
nomine Dora & suis Progenitoribus fundata, noviter 
humi tradita, patrem licet Burgunduro genere ibidem 
sepeliendum, & Tube Archangelice ultimuirt sonitum 
prestolatur, prout venerabilis Doctor Abbas ejusdem 
doftifts de Dore dicte satis novit." — Perhaps the mo* 
numents in question were erected to some of the 
Montacute family. 

There was a chapel of our Saviour near Otery 
bridge. For the repairs of this chapel and the bridge, 
Bishop Lacy granted an indulgence of forty days, on 
the 8th Sept 1438. Bishop Veysey permitted one 
John Selman to become a Recluse in this chapel, on 
10. November, 1531.— Vid. 2 Regist. Veysey fo. 61. 

..i ■'*— — yw»— — » — — —— — — — — — — — n i i ii ■ ii i i i j 

* The letter must clearly be written early in 1335, as Pope John XXI J. 
4»don4. Dec. 1334. 
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St. JOHN'S HOSPITAL/ 



EXETER. 

BETWEEN fo. 17 and t8 of Bishop Bronescombe's 
Register, a memorandum is inserted, purporting to 
be a true copy of the first and second foundation of 
the hospitals of SS. Alexius, and John. the Baptist. 
It states, that in the year 1170, 12. Hen. II. 
whilst Bartholomew was Bishop of Exeter, William 
Prodom, the son of Ralph Prodom, had begun the 
foundatiop of St. Alexius' Hospital, in a spot of 
ground immediately behind St. Nicholas' Priory ,t 
" retr6 Monasterium Sci Nicholai" — that he had ob- 
tained a spot of ground,. called Illisberry, for this pur* 
pose, of Walter, the Abbot- of Battle, and that the 
same was confirmed to him by the Abbot Odo, who 
succeeded Walter. This foundation was made for 
poor needy persons, " pauperibus egenis," and was 
not a place of and for two Monks, as Izacke absurdly 
represents it. 

From this memorandum it further appears, that the 
Hospital of St. AlexiuS subsisted for seventy years, 

* The original brass seal of the hospital was in the possession of the late 
Alderman Crossing. I have seen an impression—- it was circular, and repre- 
sented a building something like a church; but haying on the south side 
three round arches perfectly similar to those still standing m the inner 
court. The inscription ran thus :— " Sigill hospital Sci Johis juxta oriental 
Porta Exon." 

f Jenkins has discovered that " this hospital was situated in Gaudy's 
Lane, anciently called St. Lucie's Lane ; a common abridgement for 
St. Alexis."— See pages 31 and 330, of what he is pleased to call his " His- 
tory of Exeter." 

I have met with a lease, dated 8. Feb. 1. Hen. VII. where the " Venella 
vocata Saint Luce," is described as being near Ffrerenhaye, and t*t 
gardens of the Prior of St. Nicholas. It is now called Frier ohay -street, 

h3 
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when it was united to St, John's Hospital*, near the 
East gate, founded and endowed about the year 1240,. 
by two brothers, called Gilbert and John Long. 
This act of incorporation received the ratification of 
King Henry III. and the confirmation of Boniface, 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Soon after this, John 
Long, one of the founders, probably from a motive 
of humility and ebarity, beeaiqe a member of (he 
hospital, and was appointed the master of the com- 
munity " of the brothers and sisters."* 

Bishop Bytton, who died in* 1307, is recorded to 
have been a great benefactor to this charitable insti- 
tution. Amongst other good works he repaired their 
infirmary. 

The first regular mention of the hospital in the Regis- 
ters of the See of Exeter occurs in 1274, when 
Bishop Bronescombe, on the 31. Sept. commissioned 
William de Werpelisdon, Canon of the Cathedral, to 
the charge and administration of its temporalities. In 
1276, John de Castello waft appointed to the same 
office. And indeed it is obvious, from the sequel 
of* the registers, that until the dissolution of the hos- 
pital, by Henry VI11. the Bishops commissioned some 
respectable ecclesiastic to overlook its temporal con- 
cerns. 

In Bishop Grandisson's Register, vol. 2. p. 8. is an 
interesting document, dated 29. May, i329. It 
informs us that Sir Philip de Columbariist and his wife 
Alianora had bestowed on the hospital the patronage- 
qndadvowson of the parish church of Holne, near 
Ashburton. At this time the hospital was exceedingly 
poor. This Bishop confirms {he appropriation of the 
benefice, and orders that the number of clergymen, 
who served the hospital, originally confined to two,, 
should be increased to four ; and that one of them 

should daily-celebrate our Lady's mass ; and another, 

.■..■■I. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ i i. < . ' .. ' " ' 

* " Altar frater Johes Longus intrans fraternitatem predict! Hospitals 
/actus est Magister Fratrum & Sororum ejusdem Hospitulis." 
. X also observe in 2. Resist. Grandisson, fo. 134. that the bishop, on 31, 
Dec. 132P, desired Matilda de Tiverton, whom he describes to be "senio 
eoafracta <fe corpora iacurrata," to be admitted among the infirm sisters of 
8%. John's Hospital. 

•f According to Leland, this. Philip and his wife were buried. in Barosia^ 
pie Priory, —See his Itinerary, vol. 2. p. 104. 
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the mass of requiem or of the day, according to his de- 
votion ; for the welfare of the Colambersfamily, and of 
King Edward III. as also for the repose of the follow- 
ing deceased benefactors, William Martyn & his wife 
Alianora, William de Hasty rig, and John de Lacy. 
The hospital was to provide twenty wax tapers, each 
of one pound weight, to be placed on the catafalque 
"super herciam" of William Martyn and Alianora his 
wife, who were interred in the Dominican ohurch of 
this city; which lights were to bujrn during the dirge 
there to be performed on thqir respective anniver- 
saries, viz. on William's anniversary, the Feast of 
St. Catharine the Virgin ; and on Alianora's, the Feast 
of St. Blase the martyr. On each of these anniver- 
saries the hospital was to pay 6s. 8d. to the said Domi- 
nican convent, and was also to perform a solemn 
service in their own church for the repose of the 
souls of the above-mentioned lienefacfors. 

In fo. 5. of the same vol. it is stated that Walter 
Stapeldon, late Bishop of Exeter, had intended to 
found a grammar school in St. John's Hospital, 
and to. appropriate to it the aidvowson of Yarns- 
combe Church, Hear Barnstaple. His . lamented 
and untimely fate prevented the execution of his 
pious intentions. Bishop Granctfsson, with a zeal 
and spirit equally honourable . to his head and 
his heart, entered into the benevolent views of his 
predecessor, and, by his protection and munificence, 
may justly be styled the founder of the establishment. 
The deed of foundation is dated 1332, and sets forth, 
that two poor children shall be chosen from the Arch- 
deaconry of Barum ; one or both .of whom, if judged 
proper, to be taken from Tarnscombe parish- 
one or two from the Archdeaconry of Totnes— : two 
from the Archdeaconry of Exeter — prie Qr two from 
the Archdeaconry of Cornwall — three from amongst 
the chorister boys of Exeter Cathedral, and one 
at the nomination of the Colhmbers family. The 
schoolmaster was, if possible, to \>e ip priestly orders. 

In another document, vol. 1. to. 184. bearing date 
31. March, 1354, the same Bishop acquaints us that 
on his promotion to the See of Exeter, he found this 
charitable establishment in the most deplorable con- 
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dltion ; the only inhabitants were then, one Priest' 
and a few infirm persons ; that he had succeeded in' 
increasing the number of the clergymen unto five, one 
of whom was to hold the office of Superior or Prior — • 
that the number of poor persons on the foundation 
should be twelve in future — that there should be also 
eight boys with a master to teach them grammar — and 
that he had enjoined the clergymen to adopt the order 
and observance of St. Augustine. He adds, that he 
had sometime before dedicated a spot of ground con- 
tiguous to their church, to serve as a burial place for 
their, community, From a memorandum, fo. 128. of 
the same vol. we learn that the dedication of this 
cemetry, as also of the nave of the church from the 
entrance as far as the choir, " navem Ecclesie, viz. 
ab ingressu ejusdem riavls usque ad introitum chori," 
was performed 16. Se£t. 1351, the Feast of St. 
Lambert, Bishop and martyr. See again. 1. Regist. 
Stafford, fo. 241. The high altar of the hospital 
church had been dedicated by Bishop Grandisson, 
12. Nov. 1336.— Vid, 2, Regist. fo. 205. 

I believe there is scarcely a will in the episcopal 
registers, wherein a legacy is no.t bequeathed to thjs, 
qharitable foundation. 

Of. the Priors or masters of the hospital* I have- 
recovered the following succession :— ■ A. D. 

1. John Bolchill, admitted Prior 10. Feb. 1349 
He died 26. July, 1384 

2. Richard Wodeford succeeded. 

He died 6. August, 1428 

3. John Dowrysshe followed. 

He died 2. May, 1451 

Thus. these Priors governed the house for 
more than a century. 

4. John Colyford succeeded five days after. 

He died in the spring of 1468 

5. Robert Combe, admitted 4. May, same year. 
He was living in 1498. 

6. John Olyver. 

7. Richard Hy 11 . 1 meet with in leases in 1515 
acid 1524 

8. Robert Lawrence. He was living in 1518 
9% Richard Harrys. 
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This was the last Prior, and be subscribed to the 
supremacy 13. July, 1534, with three of his bre- 
thren. 

The annual income of the hospital was rated at 
£102. 12. 9/ * . 

On the 11. May. 1539, the following members of 
the hospital were gratified with pensions. 

<£. s. d. 
Richard Harrys,, late Prior or 

Master 10 13 4 

John Broderidge 3 6 8 

JohhScotts 3 6 8 

In several leases now before me, I find the hospital 
had property in Clyst, in Heavitree, in St. Sid well's 
parish, as also certain tenements in the parishes of 
§S. George, ICerian, Martin, Stephen, and Lawrence, 
and in the Friernhay, within the city of Exeter. 

On 29. March, 35. Hen. VIII. Hugo Ffrye, of 
Exon, purchased of the Crown the rectory of Yarns- 
combe, for *a term of twenty-one years, for the 
annual sum of <£ 10. 
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FRANCISCAN CONVENT, 



EXETER. 

JL HE Franciscan Order was first confirmed by 
Pope Innocent III. 16. April, 1209. About eleven 
years after, Brother Agnellus, with eight companions- 
of the same Institute, arrived in England, and were 
graciously received by King Henry III. 

As far as I can trace, the ^Franciscan Convent in 
Exeter was established about the year 1250. " It 
was situated," says Leland, w betwixt the North 
and West gate, neere the towne waulle, now a 
plain vacant ground caullid Ferenhay." This con- 
vent must have been greatly straitened for room ; 
as most of the land in that quarter of the city be- 
longed to the ancient and royal Monastery of St. 
Nicholas. Hoker asserts, that Bishop Quivill, at 
first promised, but afterwards refused, to provide 
them with a more convenient situation ; and he says, 
that Peter Kenefeld, a Dominican and bis Confessor, 
had succeeded in. poisoning his mind against these 
Religious. Godwin, without the least evidence, is 
inclined to believe that, in revenge for his opposition, 
the Friars managed to take the Bishop off by a very 
strong poison. " Exist imassem veneno rapido, illo- 
rum machinatione extinctum." ! ! ! 

In the appendix will be given an interesting letter 
of the Primate, Archbishop Peckham, in 1281, to 
Bishop Quivill. F rom its tenor, we think it probable 
that our respectable Prelate did startle in the begin- 
ning at the extraordinary privileges of the Franciscan 
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'Order ; that he fnight Have considered them as so 
many encroachments apon the episcopal authority ; 
and perhaps hesitated to acknowledge them, until 
satisfactory proof was brought that they had 
really been granted by the Apostolic See. But that 
he truly esteemed the Order, befriended its members* 
and allowed their privileges, is manifest from the 
6th chapter of the Synodus Exoniensis which he 
held here in the year 1287. ".Quia de rebus transi- 
toriis nihil superest, quod animarum saluti debeat 
anteponi, Praecipimus qu6d cijm Fratres Praedi- 
eatores <fc Minores, tarn in QuadragesimA quam extra, 
cum transitum fecerint p«r Parochias, Confessiones 
Fidelium libere audiant & penitentias injungant~ 
Et si Sedes Apostolica eis amplius indulserit vel 
indixerit indulgendum, hoc ab omnibus observetur* 
Et quoniam ipsorum Fratrum prsedicatio & sancta 
eonversatio in ecclesia Dei pxoduxisse fructum non 
modicum dinoscitur, ubicumque per nostram Dioce- 
sim transitum fecerint, honorifice admittantur & pro- 
curentur honeste." 

If the venerable Prelate could not serve them 
more effectually, why not attribute it to the short 
period of his government, and to the difficulties he 
Bad to encounter in xe-building a new cathedral ? 

In Bishop. Bytton, Quivill's successor, the Friars 
experienced a generous benefactor ; " he removed 
them from the Frierahay ;" and, as Leland informs 
us, "he builded them an house a little without the 
South gate." 

Bjshop By tton's Register, which mighi have thrown 
considerable light on this foundation, is entirely 
lost : the other registers afford but little information 
respecting this community. In tfye appendix, is the 
copy of the donation of a library to their corivent, in 
the year 1266> by Roger de Thoris, Archdeacon of 
Exeter. If I may judge from the lists of their 
Ordinandi, the community must have been numerous. 
It was certainly in high repute for learning and 
piety. I must here remark, that Jenkins's* account 

■ li f — — ^— — ■ »^— ^— '^—— ^— —^— ^m^ i ■ i i , ■ ' 

» « 

* See p. 48. of his History' of Exeter. When this man " was conscious," 
as he tells us in his preface," that he was unequal to such an undertaking ;"* 
why attempt it ? 
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of this convent is a tissue of errors and absurdities. 
The convent was exceedingly poor — it had no real 
estate whatever, and it subsisted chiefly on the alms 
and benefactions of well-disposed Christians. 

Many illustrious persons were buried in their con- 
ventual church. Amongst others, Isabella, who was 
first married to John de Courtenay, and after his 
death in 1)873, became wife to Lord Oliver Dinant. 
She was interred on the south side of the chancel. 
Hoker, in his MS. says, the convent was suppressed 
12. Sept. 1538. 

The scite was granted, says Tanner, to Humphry 
Rolles. It still, retains t£e name of Friars: but I 
find no vestige of the convent, besides a part of an 
ancient building, supported by three buttresses. 

In Jones' Index to Records, I observe, under the 
Art. Exonia, "Carta De Johanna Hill occasionata 
ad ostendendum quo titulo tenet situm Fratrum 
Minorum vocatorum Le Grey Fryers juxta Civitatem 
praedictam. Paschae ftecorda, 5. Edward VI. Ro- 
tulo 26." 

In the registers, frequent mention is made of the 
Franciscan convent -at Plymouth. — We may here 
remark, that the English Franciscan province num- 
bered about ninety convents under the seven custo- 
dies of London, York, Bristol,, Cambridge, Oxford,. 
Newcastle and Worcester. An indeterminate num- 
ber of Convents formed a Custody, of which the 
Superior was called Custos. The immediate Supe- 
rior of a convent was called Gardianus ; the Supe- 
rior of the whole body in England, was styled Minis- 
ter Provincialis. — See the learned and interesting 
work, entitled Collectanea Anglo-Minoritica, 4t^ 
Loud. 1726. of which the Rev. Anthony Parkinsoa 
was Author. " -. 
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DOMINICAN CONVENT/ 



EXETER. 



JLiELAND informs us, that " there was a house of 
Blake Freres on the North side of the Cemiterie of 
the Cathedrale church, hut withoute the Close." 
3. Itin. p. 60. 

The same writer notices the following works which 
he saw in their conventual library, 3. Collectanea, 
p. 161. 

Kilwardeby super Sentential. 

Shirwood super Sententias. 

Lectura Holcot super Sententias. 

Stephanus Cantuar : super Cantica Cantioorum. 

Concordia quatuor Evangelistarum, autore Cie- 
mente Lantonense. Sic incipit : " Quseris qua fretus 
auctotftate." 

I regret to have collected but little information 
concerning this establishment. It certainly existed 
here before the year 1259 ; for, early that year, 
Bishop Bronescombe acknowledged, in writing, that 
the supply* of water, conveyed into his palace from 
the Dominican convent, was to be considered as a per* 
sonal favor, and not be construed a& a matter of 
right by any of his successors. " Anno 1258, 17. Kal. 
Aprilis, consignata fuit quedam litera super aque 
ductu de Domo Fratrum Predicatorum usque ad 
curiam Dni Epi in suis adventibus & eo apud 

• I have seen an impression of the conventual seal. Under a pointed 
arch appears the blessed Virgin, holding the Divine Infant over an altar : 
an opposite figure seems intended for St. Joseph. Beneath, under an arch, 
is the half figure of a monk in the attitude of prayer. The inscription is 
as follows :— S. Convent. Frv. Predicatorum. Exon. 
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Exon quandocnmqne commorante, ita quod nullum 
Successorum suorum processu temporis in eodem 
aque ductu jus sibi possit vendicare." Regist. firo- 
nescombe, fo. 5. 

Eight months after, Bishop Bronescombe dedi- 
cated their conventual church, Anno 1259 : "in cras- 
tino See Catharine Dominus dedicavit ecclesiam Pre- 
dicatorum apud Exon " 

This church became the burying place of some of 
the most illustrious families in Devonshire ; the Mar- 
tyns, the Calwodeleighs, and many others — but now 
alas ! , • ■' 

Incumbunt tumulis nigra silentla et 
Altae oblivio glorise. 

Casimiri, L; 2. Od. 4, 

This establishment was founded 1 by a Bishop of 
Exeter, perhaps by Richard Blondy. In quality of 
Bishop of Exeter, Lacy styles himself, 3. Regist. 
fo.*232. <;HnjA9 domul Patroous unions &»fiUftfe- 
tor." In the appendix will be given 'a charge which 
Lacy delivered before the general. Chapter of the : 
Dominicans held in this Very Convent' A. D: 1441, at 
which twenty-five Doctorsof divinity afrd a consider- 
able number of Masters and Bachelors of* Arts assist- 
ed, from various parts of the kingdom. It is a curious 
specimen of the false ami barbarous eloquence of the 
pulpit in the 15th century. The orator, however 
considered it as such a* finished composition', thttt he* 
has inserted in fo. 232. vol. 3: of his register, " vlfbum 
de verbo inclusive!," for the admiration and instruction 
of succeeding ages& 

In 1. Regist. Stafford; fo. * 101. mention' iV 
made of one David* 'Russell, a professed Religious of 1 
the Dominican conventin* Dublin," being aggregated- 
to the body of Friars preachers ! at' Exeter, by the 
English provincial; John de L£ncastti&, Antio 1412i 

Thpmas Chard; Episeo'pus Sdlubricensis and 



* The English Dominican province comprehended forty-three, houses. 
The first house was established at Oxford in \Z2l. In the diocese of 
Exeter, there were but twrf Dominican houses ; the one in this city, the other 
at Truro, 4n Cornwall. " Anno 1269, die Sci Michis dedicavit Dnus Epus 
«cclesiam Fratrum PredicatbrujM de Truu*ru."— Vid. Regist. Promts-. 
combe. - 
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Bishop Oldham's coadjutor, gave ordinations in their 
Dominican church on 27. Sept. 1509. 

A§> fan as I can collect, these Religious were held 
in high consideration throughout the diocese, for 
integrity of morals and skill in theological studies. 
In the registered wills, frequent benefactions to this 
religious establishment are recorded. In one of 
these will?, viz. of John Suyffmore, (Rector of Sijfei^ 
ton, and founder of our Latdy's chantry, in. the parish 
church there,) dated 18. June, 18. Edw. IV. the 
name of the following Prior occurs, " I bequethe 
to Andrew Scarlett, Priour of the Blak Ffrerys of 
Exeter, a payre of bedys of rede amber, and a payre- 
white amber." Vid. Regist. Bothe, fo. 126. 

The convent was suppressed 12. Sept. 1538,. and 
granted to John Lord Russell, £. July, 31. Hen. 
VIII. (1541) Jenkins (in p. 323 of his history,) 
will have it that this was a " Benedictine monas- 
tery, and a foundation of one of the Abbots of ' 
Tavistock, to which it was a cell ; that in this large 
and sumptuous building were elegant apartments for 
the lordly Abbots of Tavistock, whenever they came 
to Exeter." The absurdity of these assertions cannot 
be better exposed than by copying the Crown grant. 
" Instiper de* uberiore gratid. nostr& speciali ac 
ex cert& «cienti& & .mero motu nostris damus & 
concedimus per presentes pro nobis, heredibus & 
successoribus nostris prefato Johi Russell, Militi, 
Baroni Russell, totam domum & scitum nuper 
Fratrum Predicatorum infra Civitatem Exon 
jam dissolutam ac totam ecclesiam campanile & 
cemeterium ejusdem domAs nuper Fratrum Pre- 
dicatorum, ac omnia messuagia, domus, edificia, 
orrea, stabula, columbaria, molendina, stagna, ortos, 
Pomaria, gardina, curtilagia, terrain <& solum tarn 
infra juxta <fc prope scitum, septum, ambi turn, circui- 
tum & precinctum ejusdem domfts nuper Fratrum 
Predicatorum predietorum existentia, adeo plene & 
integre ac in tarn am pi is modo & form& proutultimus 
Prior didte domus nuper Fratrum Predicatorum pre- 
dietorum, aut aliquis Predecessorunrsuorum Priorum 
ejusdem nuper domtis, in jure nuper domAs JUius, 
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alhqno tempore ante Dissolutionem ejusdem domus 
nnper Fcatrum Predicatorum, iilam habuerunt, tenu- 
erunt vel gavisi fuerunt habuit, tennit, vel gavfeus 
fuit, seu habere, tenere vel gaudere. debuerunt vel 
debuit." 

In the archives of the Corporation of Exeter is a 
'deed of 1352, in w hicb Robert, of Otery, occurs as 
Jhe then Prior of this Dominican convent* 
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FRITHELSTOCK PRIORY.* 



T] 



HIS priory, in the neighbourhood of ttldeford, 
was founded by Sir Robert de Belio Campo, or Beau- 
champ, about the year 1220, for four Regular Canons 
of the Order of St. Augustine, besides a Prior. The 
Religious of this house were generally procured from 
Hartland Abbey ; and at every flection of the Priors 
of Frithelstock, the Abbot of Hartland, and any one 
of the Canons, whom he thought proper to select, 
*had a right to be present and to vote in chapter on 
the occasion. - Moreover the Prior of Frithelstock 
had always a voice in the election of the Abbots of 
Hartland. 

The conventual church of Frithelstock was dedi- 
cated to St. Gregory. 

From the registers, so often quoted, I have reco- 
vered the following succession of Priors : — 

« A. D. 

1. Henry Hai/nes, instituted in 1262 

2. Johel, admitted 25. January, 1275-6 

3. Oliver occurs Prior in 1311 
He became so exceedingly infirm as to be 

obliged, by Bishop S tape Id on, to procure a. 
coadjutor in the person of Humfridus, aud 
finally resigned his office in 1323 

4. Richard de Bittendene occurs in 1347 
1 believe this was the Prior who erected a 

chapel under the title of our Lady, in nemore 
extia septa Mqnasterii contra Sacros Canon$s, 
and had divine service performed in it without 
any episcopal consecration. Bishop Grandis- 

* Arms. Vairv, Argent & Sable. The shield, I think, of the foundeV, 

\ 
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A. D. 

son, in 1351, ordered it, usque ad aream dirui 
& fundit&s demolirh Vid. 1. Regis t. Grandisson, 
fo. 170. 

5. Thomas Bede occurs Prior in 1373 

6. John Pynnoke, occurs in 1379 
On the 6. Dec. 1400, Bishop Stafford re- 
moved this Prior from the administration of 

the temporalities, for his imprudence and extra- 
vagance. Thomas Rede, a Canon of the house, 
was charged with their management in his place, 
1. Regist. Stafford, fo* 53. 
This Prior died early in 1417 

7* Thomas Rede, admitted as bis successor 
18. May, 1417 

He died 3, Oct. 1434 

8. Waller, Hawys, succeeded 14. Oet. that 
year. He governed the house until his ddath, 

on 4. January, . 1458*9 

9. Another Thomas Bede, . elected Prior on 
thfe 2$nd of the same feionth. 

He died 11. April, 1465 

10. John Smyth, a Monk of Hartland Abbey, 
succeeded 20. June, that year. 

1 1 . John Osborne was the next Prior. 

He died very late in 1508 

12. Thomas Parr, confirmed Prior on the 1 0th 
of the following February. 

This Thomas Parr, with Richard » Walter, 
Sub-Prior, and three others, subscribed to 
the King's supremacy, 2. Sept. , 1534 

13. John Sturgeon was the last Prior. 

He was alive in 1553, in the receipt of a pension 
of £18. 6. 8. 

The annual revenues of the priory amounted to 
£127. 2. 4}. 

In the 29th of Hen. VIII. the soite of the priory 
was granted to Arthur Plantagehet, aftertvards 
Viscount Lisle. 

In the taxatio, I find the following memorandum *• 

£. s. d. 
Prior de Ffrethelstock babet apud Frethel- 
iStok qd tax ...: ;.. ..317 

Apud Wyk & Langeford qd taxatur ad 19 4 
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TOTNES PRIORY. 



J. HIS priory, dedicated to Saint Mary, was % cefl 
to the great Benedictine abbey of Saints Serghis and 
Bacchus, at Angers ; and was endowed, during the 
reign of William the Conqueror, *y Judhell, or 
Joel, the pious founder of the house of St. Mary 
Magdalene, at Barnstaple. Roger de Nuatte, who 
succeeded to Joel's estates, was at first very hostile 
to thisinfant^stablishment ; but afterwards befriended 
it to such a degree, as to be mistaken by Leland for 
its original founder. Roger's heir was one of the 
Zouches; and the presentation of the Priors subsisted 
in this family until the accession of King Henry VII. 
when the head of the family was attainted for sup- 
porting the cause of Richard III. and the right of 
patronage was conferred by the Crown on Sir Peter 
Edgcumbe, 

The conventual church was dedicated by Bishop 
Bronescombe, 17. Nov. 1260. 

The names of the following Priors occur in ihe 
registers: — 

.a. D. 

1. Nicholas y who occurs in 1259 
He was still Prior in 1283 

2. John occurs in the year 1285 
S. Jocelyn, who died in 1328 
This Prior was severely admonished on 23. 

March 1316-7, by Bishop Stapelden, and 
threatened with the heaviest ecclesiastical cen- 
sures, if he persisted in his scandalous neglect erf 
the duty of residence.— Vid. Regist. fo. 1 18. 

4. Robert de Conkd succeeded. 

Bishop Grandisson informed King Edwari 

i 2 
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A. D- 

III. 1334, that thte Prior received the follow- 
ing annual pensions : — 
From Alwington Church 2 marks, 

Stokenham 20s. 

De la Pole 15s. 

Pyworthy 10s. 

Corneworthy 1 mark. 

Ashprington 6 marks- 

LoddisweU ~ 6- marks* 

Harberton 6*. 

The parish churches ofr Totnes, Brixham 
afuxt Qlyfton, in the gift of the«priory, were then 
taxed at £36. 13. 4. 

This Robert was suspended 24. Dec. 1348, 
for his dilapidations and imprudence. He 
seems to have been better adapted for a sports* 
man than a Religious. 

5. Michael Rouges, admitted 25, Dec, 1354 

6. John le Rouges succeeded. 

He died in 1372; 

6. John Boners wa* the next Prior. . 

He died in 1382, 

In 1375 Bishop Brantyngham informed King 
Edward III. that the appropriation of Clyfton . 
church was valued at £40. per annum, 

of Totness parish church at .£10. 
of Brixham do. at £40. 

Ermington church paid annually to the priory 
2 marks. 

Corneworthy paid 30?. 

8. Thomas Synforde succeeded 8. March, 1382-3* 
and resigned, after governing the house twenty- 
four years. 

9. John Southam, instituted 11. June, 1407 
I observe that he presented to Broadclyst . 

church in 1413 

10. Thomas Soutkam occurs Prior m . 1415 
In the summer of 1439 bad health obliged 

him to resign. He was to enjoy a pension of 
twenty-four m^rks per an* and to be allowed 
the chamber which he had built in the priory. 

11. Richard Stoke, instituted 27. August, 1439' 
He died very late in . 145& 
This Prior, by his deed, bearing date 3. April, 
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v - A. £.' 

"27. Hen. VI. granted "£x. operi novi cam- 
paniiis fiendi in occidentali parte ecclesie pa- 
rochiaiis Tottonie." 

lft. William Hdrry^ con&rmed on the 5th of 
the following February, and died Prior after a 
government of thirty-three years. 

18. William Coke succeeded on the presen- 
tation of King Henry VII. ratione minoris etatis 
Petri Eggecombe. 

14. John Redmayne occurs. Prior in 1501 

15. Robert HOI, who died late in 1526 

16. Henry G0on, instituted on the 3d of the . 
ensuing March, and resigned five months after 
on a pensiop of forty marks. 

17. Edmund Coker, a Monk of Glastonbury, 
succeeded 12. Aug. 1527, and resigned a few 
months after. 

18. Thomas Rychard succeeded in the fol- 
lowing February, and, I believe, was the last 
Prior. 

The revenues of the- priory were valued, at the 
Irresolution, at* £124. 10s. 2\. per annum. 

£. 6. d. 
In the taxatio it is stated, Prior Totton, 

habet Greston quod taxatur 2 

Ashprington tax 3 3 4 

Summa 

Decima 

In the 33d year of King Henry VIII. the scite of 
the priory was granted to Katharine Champernon, 
John Ridgway,and Walter Smith. 

Peter Eggdcombe had endeavoured te obtain the 
temporalities of this priory and of Cornworthy, 
but failed in the attempt. The following, letter, 
'which he addressed to secretary Cromwell* will, 
we flatter ourselves, be highly acceptable to «»r 
readers : — 

Cotton MSS. Cleopatra. E.iv. P. 144. page 258. 

" Affter my most harty rec'mendacyons w* lyke 
-thancks ffor your goodnes to me att iymys shewyd 
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and tfiys ys to advertysse yow y* here ys moehe 
comunycacyon and brute y* all abbeys pryorys and 
nunrys under the cler yerly valew off cc lb shall be 
suppressyd nottw*stondynge hyt ys nott as yejt in 
thes pties olponly knowen the occaeyon off suppres- 
syon nor who shall take most benyffyte therby nor 
to whate usse hyt shall vest at lengthe. But trew 
hyt ys y* I am by the kynggs ffather by hys graunt 
to my poor ffather made to hym and hys issue male 
Sounder off the pryory off Tottenes and the Nunry 
off Cornworthye in devonsshyr and ev'ry off them 
be under the valew off oc lb and as to Tottenes the 
pryor ther ys a man off goode vertuus conv'ssacyon 
and a good viander and I can do lesse w t my truthe 
and dewty but to adv'tysse yow off y* 1 know trew 
m ys cause hartely besechynge yow so to advertyse 
the kynggs hynes and y* I in my most u'byll maner 
beseche hys grace to order mew in ys cause as onne 
y* wyll juberd lyff And goods to do hys grace trew 
service and hartely besseche allmyghty god longge to 
p'ssVe hys most nobyll p'sson and yow so to serve 
fiyss hyghnes ffro' tny poor howde the day off an nun - 
fcyacyon of o T lady your own 

P. Eggdcombe. 

Mr. Secretary in case hyt be sso y * the kynggs 
pleass' maye be by your meanys so good y* , 
the p'or of Tottenes maye enioye the spiritual! 
jp'mocyons and hyt wyll be no better /ffor hym and 
nys breder' to leve on and I to have the temporal 
possessyons of p'te theroff the sunner ffor con'cyde- 
racyonsf* I am ffounderoff bothe howssys I p'mysse 
yow by y 8 my wrtynge to coV^yder your favor and 
sute as I trust to please yow and yjff ye thinck my sute 
nott ressonabyll I refferre me and my cause only tp 
your order . under the kynggs hyghnes above all 
otheJrs lyVynge, and so I trust yow- and herein I 
hartely p'ye yow to know your pleass'/' 

The preceding is, decidedly, a tetter written by 
-Sir Piers Eggeoombe (now spelt Edgoumbe) to Sir 
Thomas Cromwell, afterwards Earl of Essex, tfye 
noted Vicar General of Hen, VIIL Sir Piers, wha 
liad been Sheriff of Devon, 10. Hen. VIL and 20. 
Jtten. VIII. was son of Sir Richard Eggecombe,Coi»p- 
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troller of the Household, and Privy Counsellor to the 
former of these Monarchs, who employed him as 
ambassador to various states ; and was father of Sir 
Richard Eggecombe, who built Mount-Edgcumbe 
house, and appears to have been well known to 
Cromwell. The result of a careful comparison of 
some of the following authorities, fixes the date of 
the letter to 2a. March, 1536. XU. Ryra. Fred, 279. 
328. 348. 357. 362. 394. XIII. Idem. 296. XIV. Idem. 
478. 529. Stat. 27. Hen. VIII. c. 28. And see 
Prince's Worthies of Devon, p.. 381. df secj. an<t #. 
Collier's Eccles. Hist. pp. 155. 180. / ' 

In Lacy's Register, vol. 3. fo. 502, is copied the wjll 
of William Ryder, of Totfces, bearing date 18. Nov. 
1432 : he desires to be buried " ip Ceiftiterio Ecclesle 
B. Marie de Totton In i tine re Processibnati juxta 
Ecclesiaqn Prions & ConventAs de Totton ex oppo^ito 
magni Altarisejusdem Ecclesfe." t 

f\bserve f in Bishop Stapeldon'$ Register, that he 
frequently conferred ordinations in tbijs conventual 
church. 

There was. a cfraijtry supejr pontejn— ad fin em 
Poiitis de Tottoli, dedicated to St. Edtnq,nd, King aria 
Martyr, an? St. Edward the Confessor, tQ which the 
Zoucbe family presented. The c^apeloi Vbe ftoly 
Ghost and of St. Catharine, at Wggrlond, near Tot- 
nes, was begun to* be erected 12Y0V, proxima'die 
Veneris post festum S. Matthei Apli, receoit Dnus 
Epus seysinajp domuum '& gardini Wajteri de tipn .<& 
nxoris sue de consensu eorundem in presenciA multf- 
tudinis & precepit ut capella ibi copstrueretijr, in 
nomine Sancfl SpiritA? <fe Beate Katfyar/ne virginis!'' 
Vid. Registi firoriescombe fo. $T. Generally a Priest 
of the Order of the Holy ^rintty of the house of 
*' Hondesiowe," in the diocese' of London, was ap- 
pointed to serve this chapel ; but the collation to it 
wa$ ab^ojutely. vested in the Bfshons of Exeter. — Vid. 
2. R«ig, §&fford, fo. 53. Bi^o.p Ojfoiiiat, last ao^e$$ty 
the ehapel to the Vicars' College in Exeier^^V i4, 
Regist.Oldam,fo. 49. 



CANONSLEIGH NUNNERY.* 

WlLLIAM CLAVILL, Lord of Buriescombe, 
near Tiverton, founded a house for Canons Regular 
of the Rule of St. Augustine, towards the latter end of 
the 12th century. 

I have met with the names of two Priors only. 

A. D. 

1 . £fenry de Crevenmake, admitted by Bishop 
Bronescombe, 17. Dec. «260 

2. William He Honelon, instituted *™ Piarini. 
Quivill, 26. Feb. 

In the interesting document given I. 
Co) and dated as far back as 1219, i< 
the Prior of Plympton was always to 
when a Prior was to be elected at C 
order that he might assist at the electii 
proper ; bnt still, without the right 
voting. If the community could n 
choice of a Prior from their own con' 
to elect any Canon they pleased from the monastery 
of Plympton, in preference to any house of the Rule 
of St Augustine. 

_ Scarcely had two years elapsed from the institu- 
tion of the Prior, William de Honelon, when the 
monastery was made over (for what reason I cannot 

• In a deed, penes Majorem A Communilatem Civitatis Eton, is a 
release of the claim to a bouse in Exeter, by too Prior and Convent of 
Canonsleigh. Bartholomew, Archdeacon or Eieter, (wbo died in Sep^. 
IMT,) ii a subscribing witness. The teal represents the Bleased Virgin 
and St. John standing under ihe Cross. The only words of the inscription 
remaining are, Marie e( Sci Jobis Evan. 

f Tnii religious establishment at Legh, retains its original name of Ca- 
nonsleigb, from the Canon* who first settled there. In some ancient records, 
ft Is called Mjncbynleje, froo> the Nans who succeeded these Canons. 
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discover) to Regular Canonesses of the same Order. 
The noble Lady Matilda, the Countess of Gloucester 
and Hereford, undertook to endow the new commu- 
nity. On the 16th of August, 1285, I find she had 
deposited six hundred marks in Bishop Quivill's 
hands, for the use and advantage of the Nunnery, 
" in opus & utilitatem Abbathie de Lyge,"—- Vid. 
Regist- Quivill, fo. 129. 

Bishop Stapeldon, fo. 86. Regist. states, that she had 
assembled no less than fifty Religious women at 
Canonsleigh, and had proposed to endow the con- 
vent with sufficient lands and revenues ; but that her 
premature death, and a combination of troublesome 
occurrences, had prevented the accomplishment of 
her pious intentions; and that the community in 
consequence was left in the most deplorable situation. 
In compassion for their distress, this considerate 
Bishop appropriated to their use and enjoyment 
the parish church of Donesford, 5. August, 1314. 
Three days after, the convent bound themselves to 
pay the Dean and Chapter of Exeter, the annual 
sum of four marks, on the Feast of the Invention 
of the Holy Cross. This pension, I believe, was di-* 
rected by Bishop Stapeldon, to be distributed amongst 
the residentiary Canons of his cathedral. 

On 17. June, 1333, Bishop Grandisson appro- 
priated to them the parish church of Rockbear. 
Amongst other articles specified in the grant, he 
desires " ut de proventibus Ecclesie de Rockbeare 
assignetur ad * Servissiam suam memorandum singulis 
septimanis unus bussellus frumenti." — Vid 2. Regist. 
Grandisson, fo. 6-7. 

This Religious house was dedicated to the Blessed 
Mary, St. John the Evangelist, aud St. Et held red a, 
the saintly Abbess of Ely, who died in 679. 

I can recover but the few following names of the 
Abbesses : — 

A. D. 

1. Margaret Avnger, who died in the sum- 
mer of 1345 



* Cerevisiam. 
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A. D. 
3. Juliana hampre, confirmed as hersnccessor 
18. October thai year, 

3. Lucy Warr, who died 11. Oef. - 1410 

4. Mary Renitchamp succeeded 8. Dec. that 
year. 

She died 6. December, 1449 

5. Jane Arundett succeeded 19. March fol- 
lowing. 

6. Elizabeth Fotthtil, or Powell, the last 
Prioress, who surrendered her convent 16. Feb. 1538 

£. a. d ? 
At the Dissolution, the revenues of 
the convent were annually, according 
td Dugdale, 197 3 1 

Speed computes their value at 202 15 3 

In the Taxatio I read as follows :■ — . 

Abbas de Leya percipitde Hanesham I. Q 

Apud Donneford 10 

Apud Lomeneghderedd 

Apud Rjcheton 

Apud Rcggeber 

The churches of Hockefon 
combe, Rockbear, Bridestow a 
their gift. They bad property 
dell aliter Lytel Hempston, in 1' 
at Morden, in the county of Do 
in the county of Somerset, as I 
The following pensions were 
Hen. VIII. 

f. b. d. 
To the Abbess, Elizabeth Fo well. ..40 

Margaret Pollard 5 

TbomasineSuttou 5 

Elizabeth Carewe 5 "0 

Jane Abree 4 

Jane Bowyer 4 

Agnes Dulond 4 

PbeUppa Fortescue ... 4 

Sabina Cowystnrre 4 

Christina Holbayne 4 

Elena Ayssheforde 4 

Alice Bounde 4 

Mary Pomerl 4 
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<£. 8 d 

Elizabeth Chudley 4 

Agues Pery 4 

Agnes Bratton 4 

Sibilla Fowell 2 

Henry VIII. 30. December, 31st year of his reign, 
leased this monastery and its estates in Devon and 
Somerset, to Thomas de Gorlemont, of London, 
gentleman, for a ttfrm of twenty-one years, for the 
annual sum of £23'. 14. 2. 

Four years after, for what reason I know not, the 
King granted the scite of the nunnery to John Sit. 
Leger, esq. 

There was a chapel dedicated to All Saints, 
frtfra Monasterium de Legh ; and another dedicated 
to the Holy Trinity, at Westteigh, in Burlcseombe 
parish. — Vide 1. Regist. Hrantyngham, fo. 220. ad. 
ann. 1391. 

Another chapel of St. Thomas, infra Monasterium 
de Legh, is mentioned lb fo. 195. ad. ann. 1388. 

There was an " hohesta capella Sci Theobald! 
Monasterio de Legh cohtigna". — lb. fi>. 50. ad. ann. 
1373.. 



.* 
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CORN WORTHY £RIORY. 



I AM not able to satisfy myself concerning the 
founder of this priory. The foundation has been 
assigned te the Edgcumbe family ; but I think the 
arguments are in favor of the pouches. * 

In the registers, the priory is generally styled 
Augustine : in one or two instances, however, it is 
4said to be Benedictine ; but this is probably a mistake 
of the Bishop's Secretary. The community was 
small. Tanner says, it was -founded for seven Reli- 
gious women ; but I observe that only five Nuns had 
a voice at the election of Honora Vyvyan, 28 v May, 
1461. On account of the poverty of the convent, 
it was generally exempted from paying the King's 
tenth. The Religious presented to the churches of 
Cornworthy, Ciawton and Merland. 

NAMES OF PRIORESSES. 

A. B. 

1. Jane Fisher, Who died early In 1334 

%. Mabilla de Bradford succeeded. 

3. Jane Lucy, who died 3. Oct. 1411 

4. Eleanor Blake succeeded on 28. next 
February. 

5. Margaret fVortheham. m 

She resigned her office early in 1461 

6. Honora Vyvyan succeeded her on 28, May 
that year. 

7. Thomasina Dynham occurs Prioress 1501 
She resigned late in .15 19 
8* Avisia Dynham, elected *as her successor 

on 30. of the ensuing month of Jannary. 
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Bishop Veysey addressed a mandate to this Prioress, 
2. Reg. fo. 7. 

At the Dissolution, the priory was valued at 
£63. 3. per annum. 

In the second year of Elizabeth', the priory was 
granted to Edward Harris and John Williams. 

Bishop Veyseifs Mandate, dated from Chudleigh, 

19. Jan. 1520-1 
John by God's permission Bishop of Extfet, to 
owre Wei belovyd Systers in Criste, the Priores and 
eovent of Nameworthy, salutyng in o Lord Jhu. 
Forasmych we enterly desyre to purge the slaunder 
that hath ensued yn yo Howse by trasgression of 
Religion, We have serideyoue certyn o ordinas ac- 
cordinge to the Lawys of Holy Church yn Engleshe, 
the rather by you to be understond and kept as here 
after folowynge shall evydently apere. Ffurst we com- 
maunde youe Prioress in vertu of Obedience to see 
Divine Serves in due tyme, place and forme by the 
hoole eovent, except age, sykenes or other lawful! 
evydent cawse lett, be devoutly withowte vayne 
corcacon celebrate accordynge to yo nombre, as yn 
other devoute places of yor religion it is observed 
and kepte. Ffortbermore nyghtly ye Priores with 
all the Covent to rest in one Dorter, all several! 
chambers and backedores utterly excluded. Also in 
the trat' togeders take y repast attend yng to yor 
contemplative lectour there to be redde. Also that 
ye use no pompos apparel I ; but such as ys used in the 
sadde Howses of yr Religion. Also we inhibette yo.ue 
to receve Sugeners withowte or speciall licence, com- 
maundynge youe Priores in vertue of obedience to 
remove from yor house withyn a moneth after the 
recepcon hereoff all the servauntes nott necessary 
for the place, and also Bryton and his wyffe for con- 
sideracons reasonable which we shall disclose unto 
youe hereaft. Alway ye and the covent havynge in 
yor remembrance the thfe substancialls of yor Reli- 
gion which ye have professed. Ffyrst obedience, 
forsakynge yr awn we ylle. Secunde, ehastite, for 
the violacon whereoff withoute great repentance and 
bye m'cy of God, is sorrow ppetuall. The thyrde, 
abdicacon of Propete, forsakynge the worldle soliei- 
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tude. Ffro the bett conservacon whereoff ; and that 
ye Priores may the rather ^ive yselffe to oontempla- 
con and religious conversacon, We utterly inhibet 
youe to intermeddle yn yor awne persone with any 
uttwaide husbandre, wandrynge yn the fylds and 
other prophane places irreligiously oute of the Priorie 
and that all such exteriour besynes be done by some 
discreet virtuouse man that can and woll diiigely and 
polytyckly do the same. Thes premisses with all 
other rqlis and observaunces of yor Religion accord- 
yng to ye nombre, we commaunde youe Priores 
under the payne of the la we to be effectually fcepte 
opynly published, redde and declared that ye and 
yor Systers too herynge them, may observe the 
same to the coufusyon of a goostly enymye the 
Devyll, salvacon of ye sawles, honor of Religion and 
owre excuse before God. God encrease youe with 
bys vertue and fays grace. 

Wry ten the place, day of the month, and yere 
above sayd. 
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MODRVRY PRIORY. 



HERE was a house of Monks Aliens of the 
" French Order at Modbyri. The scfte of their 
" mansion is yet seene on the north side of the 
** chirche. The founder was there scant knowen. 
** I take it that Ruan or Oxton were founders of it. 
" This priory, with the personage of Modbyri impro- 
u priate was given yn King Edward IV. tyme to 
" Eyeton college." — So far Leland in his Itin. vol. 3. 
p. 48. 

This account is very imperfect. It is certain, 
from the registers of this See, that the honor of the 
foundation is to be ascribed to the Cbambernoun 
family, called in Latin De Campo Arnulpbi; and 
that the right of patronage continued in that family* 
until the dispersion of the community. It further 
appears,- from the registers, that the establishment 
consisted of two Monks and a Prior ; and that it de- 

$ ended on the great Benedictine House,t Sanctae 
larise de Sancto Petro super Dynam in the diocese 
of Seez, in Normandy, the Abbots of which exclu- 
sively nominated the Priors of Modbury. 

* This ancient family resided formerly at Modbury. The ancient house 
and domain of Dartington, where the family has now fixed its residence, 
was originally the property of the Martyns. 1 find that the Martyns pre- 
sented to St. Mary's church, at Dartington, in 1261, in 1318, and in 1349— 
that afterwards it passed into the Cornewayll family — then into the Dukes 
of Exeter : that Margaret, Countess of Richmond and Derby, and mother of 
King Henry VII. presented in 1499— that Jting Henry VIII. presented 
in July 1311, and that Henry Courtenay, Knight of the Garter, Baron of 
Oakiiampton and Plympton, Earl of Devon, and Marquess of Exeter, pre- 
sented in the month of July, A. D. 1521 . 

f Dugdale seems to hare been unacquainted with the existence of this 
abbey; 



y 



i2<y 

Ven«?rabili in Xto Patri, Domino Dei gratia Abbafi 
Monasterii Beate Marie de Sancto Petro supra 
Dynam in Normantiia Johannes (Grandissonus) mise- 
ratione ejusdem Exon Bpus salutem & sinceram in 
Domino caritatem. Relatione querula nobilis viri 
Domini Ricardi de Campo Amulphi, Domini de 
Modbury, Militis, repetitis vicibus nostrisest auribus 
inculcatum, quod licet in Prioratu dicti loci, qui ex 
devotione Progefcitorum suerum fundari dignoscitur, 
duo consuerunt & debuerunt monachi de vestro 
Monasterio assumendi, nostraque auctoritate appro- 
band i, loci ejusdem una cum'Priore recipi & admitt!, 
unus tarn en monacbus contra intentionem Fundatoris 
per vos noviter est adjunct us, propter quod Ho spi ta- 
li tas in eodem Prioratu seivari & alia incumbentia 
eidem comode nequeunt onera supportari, eo quod 
ex h&c caus& premissa Prioratusnon suppetunt facul* 
tates. Nos igi'.ur ex injuncto nobis solicitudinis debito 
cupientes laudabile Fundatoris' hujus propositum 
prosequi & fovere, fratrem Nicholaum de Curceyo, 
monachum vestrum, exbibitorem presencium nuper 
inibi residentem ad relevationem oneris '& expensa- 
rum hujusmodi, ad vos duximus, prout convenit, 
remittendum. Ad tutelam & regimen gregis vestri 
diu in Domino valeatis, qui spiritum consilii & fortitu- 
dinis vobis tribuat in agendis. Datum in roanerio 
nostro de Ckuddelegh idjbus Januarii A. D. 1328. Ex 
2. Regist. Grandisson, fo. 104. 

This being an alien priogy, its temporalities were 
often. seized- by the Crown during the wars between 
.England and France. In the reign of * Henry VL 
it was finally dissolved, and its revenues appropriated 
to his noble foundation of Eton College. A short 
time after King Edward IV. conveyed this very pro- 
perty to bis favourite abbey of Tavistock ; but it was 
afterwards restored to Eton College, probably by 
King Henry VII. 

The revenues, at the period of the dissolution of 
the priory, were rated at £10. per annum. 

f ' 

• Dugdale is incorrect in st atiqg that Modbury Priory was dissolved in 
1414, second year of Henry V. William Beoselyn being coo^jpod Prior 
by Bi?hop Lacy, in March 1429-30. 
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In the Taxatio I read as fallows: — 
Prior de Modbury habet in Penwyk 
quod taxatur £2 3 4 

Decima 4 4 

I believe the following to be a complete succession 
of the Priors from the year 1270 until the dissolution 
of the house |n the reign of King Henry VI. 

A. D. 

1. Vincent de Fulcfyis, admitted 21. July, 1275 

2. Nicholas, confirmed as Prior 21. Sept. 1321 
Oh this occasion John de Oxton, &night, 

presented to Bishop Stapeldon. 

3. William occurs Prior in 1331 
During his government, Modbury church, 

•appropriated to the priory, was rated at .£10. 
per an. — Vid. Grand isson's Register, 

4. John de Ffovea> admitted 14. June ; 1345 

5. John GctlteriiSy admitted 9. June, 1349 
He died in 1351 

6. Robert de Curceyo succeeded, and died 
early in w 1362 

7. Philip de Ffurnariis, succeeded 5. April 
that year 

On the occasion of his presentation, the fol- 
lowing letters, which are copied from 2 Regist. 
Grandisson, fo. 141. passed between the Abbot 
of our Lady de Sancto Petro and Thomas 
Champernowne : — 

Nobili & potenti viro Thome de Campo Ar- 
nulphi, Domino Modburie, frater Hebertus per- 
missione divinA Abbas Monasterii Beate Marie 
de Sancto Petro super Dynam,.Ordinis Sci Be- 
nedict!, Sagiensis Diocesis, totusque ejusdem 
loci Conventus, salutem in eo qui est omni vera 
salus. . 

Ad Prioratum nostrum Modburie liberum <fc 
vacantem per mortem Roberti de Curceyo, dicti 
Monasterii nostri Monachi, ultimi Immediati 
PriorU ejujadem Prioratus, ReligiQsum vjrum 
fratrem Philippum Ffuroarii, Monasterii nostri 
Monachum, Presbyterum <fc Professum, & lau- 
dabilifer in dicto MbnasteTlo* Trostro conversa- 
turn, in quantum vo& tangit & quantum in jure 

K 



tenemur, ad regimen dicti PrioratAs nostri voBir 
nominaraus per presentes literas & per vos Reve- 
re ndo in Christo Patri ac Dno Dno Exonien Epo* 
ipsum mittimus presentandum, vobis bumiliter 
supplicantes, quaten&s eundera, ad nomina- 
tionem nostram predictam, caritatis intuitu 
vobis placeat predicto Reverendb Patri libera 
preseotare & ipsum in agendis suirf Monasterii 
ttostri intuitu consulere <fc favorabHiter confo- 
vere. Benfc & diu valeat in Dno vestra. Dorai- 
natio nobis cara. Septum* & actum in Abbathid 
nostrA 3A die Marcii A. D. 1361. 

Tenor Presentations facte per Tftomam de 
Campo Arnulphi. 

Venerabili in Xto Patri ac Dno Dno Johi Dei 
grati&, Exon Epo, suus, si placet, hnmtlis & de- 
votus Thomas de Campo Arnulphi, obediential^ 
& reverentiam cum honore. 

Ad Prioratum Modburie, vest re Diocesis per 
mortem fratris Roberti de Curceyo, ultimi <fe im- 
mediati Prioris ejusdgm Priorat&s vacantem 
<& ad meam presentationem spectantenr, f rat rem* 
Philippum Ffurnarii, monachum Monaster!* 
Beate Marie de Sancto Petr3 super D^oain, 
Ordinis Sci Benedicti, Sagiensis Diocesis, Pres- 
byterian & Professum, ac per f rat rem Hebertum, 
Abbatem Monasterii predicti & ejusdem loci 
Conventum michi nominatum, vestre Paternitati 
Reverende Presento per presentes, humiliter 
supplicans & devote, qnaten&s eundem Pbi- 
lippum in Priorem dicti Prioratfts ad meam pre- 
sentatfonem admittere velitis, ceteraque vestro 
officio Pastoral! incumbentia, caritatis intuitu * 
peragere dignemini. In cujusf rei testimonium 
sigillum meum presentibus apposui. Datum 
apud Modbury quarto die Mensis Aprilis 1362. 

8. Gilbert de Bilteyo succeeded. 

He died prior in the spring of 1375 

In his time Modbury church was taxed £20. 
per annum. 
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A. D. 

9. John Mychel succeeded, and resigned hU 
office at the end of twenty-three years* 

10. John Rogger succeeded early in IS 98 
and was translated 18. Dec. 1406, to the office 

of Prior of Tywardrayth, Cornwall. 

11. Richard Leycestre, admitted on 27th of 
the following February. 

He died Prior late in the year 1415 

12. William ffranchitlon succeeded on 9th 
of the following January. 

He resigned in the summer of 1423 

13. Adam Prianho, or de Prateltis at Pry- 
deaux, appointed Prior 18. July, 1423 

14. Wtlliam Benseiyn succeeded 18. March, 
1489-30, and, I believe, was the last Prior of 
Modbury. 
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BARNSTAPLE PRIORY * 



J HIS Capiat? priory, dedicated to St. M*ry Jtylag- 
t4#i ene > wa s founded in (Ue reign .of William the^ Con- 
queror^ by J oqlj the son of A In red, qnd reade de- 
pendpp^pp; §£♦. . ¥«? Ttu*'* in tbp . .Fiplcfc,. Jpeer P^rjs. 
In the deed of foundation, (which may b£ : aqfm 
1. Dugd. Monast. p. 684.) Joel grants to the Religious, 
Pilton, with the wood and marsh, Pilland ; the mill 
at Barnstaple ; all the land without the walls between 
the north and the east gates, with all the waters, fish, 
&c. moreover, the church of Barnstaple, and the 
chapel of St. Sabinus, with their appurtenances. 

From a passage, Regist. Bronescombe fo. 33. H 
appears, that the community consisted of thirteen 
members. Being an alien priory, its revenues were 
frequently seized during the wars between England 
and France, But at last it was made denizen, pro* 
bably in (he reign of Henry VI. and so it continued 
until the general suppression of religious houses. 
The registers supply the following series of the 
Priors from the year 1265: — 

a. D. 

1. Simon Gurneye, admitted Prior in August 1265 

2. Theobald de CurUpalaiio followed 29. 
June, 1275 

3. John occurs Prior in the year 1314 

4. John de Sancid Gemmd. 

He scandalously neglected the duty of resi- 
dence, and was obliged to tender his resig- 
nation to Bishop Grandisson, late in the year 1332 

5. John Soyer succeeded 18th of the following 
March. 

* Arms. Gules, a bend, pr, a Label of three Points Argent. 
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A. D. 

6. Imberius de Gaumachii*, admftftdvbaithfc* 3 a I 
4eath of John Soyer, l0.*Dee, . « "nsH '*h k; >-*8SM 

Dnd resigned in the sotamfer of * . .■-Htv^iV// {$#$& 
r 8, : Roger Hayn, admitted 7.- Nb vtmbir* ( 9 f ■ J 1^6 1 
.• He died ioon after. : r : '■ i ".,;.'!i rr 

h 9*, Hlcfittrd Gatre, w . Qtiry, •ftaccdtfttet; *nd - f - « ^ 
died late in the year - > v - j «?l vI!jj.»MW 

• Whilst. he was Prior, the parish -ehiwcfc- of"^i— > 
BtttfAstaple* was valued at80faiiaVft& ^^ '^'* *>dT 
10. £o/jpA CUelfham, wh*4ted<aw«fy teT>**>^^l«lfl 

year, and died six years after. 

12.* Simon Sele, admitted in September, 13&8 

and died 15. June, 1428 

year, and died 16; Decern her, } ):iii i O .H-oJI 4461 
■. 14i John.Pt/ITon was eo*i fi* fitted ^5rohi^{*u(5K J 1^3 
«essor\ ■ ' - ■ ./- •' ... ; * ,*>Iqijt>(ni)fI jb «lr3«a 

15. JWfcw Iifracombe, wh^ufestgie^feaP^iri- fcK* 

ing the priory 16 year*, *e^fe&^otei$4»n&0fi)" 9e >% 
fif £30. • '• : •>; * » v ; . rfTJX lo ^itnadosriT 

17. JSa&er/ 3%am gtt^erf^aftUrtewt.y^risijpdrtM 

InrRisdon'sSurvey of'P&hdflpJtiii ,%*$etat( al 
that! v this Prior, for hi* &i¥&#p<ti&Pe% wJw-a9*ats 
Itaek faafaiog to ahawti}Drt*Piri.tfb <#C*fcrf3oft>nnA 
with the wbrd fieri ittterg(WieHj>ltlJ6 ttttifeBdliUnadD 
written : Caprum earn spina protegat divina 
potestas." 

He surrendered his convent to the King's 
Commissioners 4. Feb. 27. Hen. VIII. 

He was alive in 1553, and in the enjoyment 
of a pension of £14. per annum. 

The revenues of the priory were valued at £128. 6.7. 
according to Dugdale, though Speed rates them at 
£129, 15. 3. 

In the Taxatio I read as follows: — £. s. d. 

Prior de Barnstapol percipit in capellis de 

Clifton <fe Hatheline 8 

In ecciesia de Barnstapol • 1 10 

* This parish church, with its high altar and three other altars, was com- 
•ecrated by Bishop Stapeldon, 9. Sept. 1318. 
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£. s. d. 
tn ecelesii de frremyton 8 

In eccia de Hamme (George) 2 

In Decanatu Barum d#terris & reddttibus 2 10 
Apod Waleworthf et Kymelonde tax ad 15 

In tbe grant of the priory and its estates to Lord 
William Howard, of Effingham, 9. March, 29. Hen. 
VIII. it is stated, that the Vicar of Barnstaple used 
annually to pay to the convent of St. Mary Mag* 

dalene % 100s* 

The Rector of Georgeham used to pay.. 100* 

The Rector of Fremington 80s. 

The Borough of Barnstaple 40s. 

£13 10 
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For a copy of the Royal Grant see Appendix fj>). 

In Regist. Grandisson, fo. 154. I observe the 
Bishop approves and confirms the grant of a 
castle at Barnstaple, for tbe residence of |Aogu&» 
tine Monks, by Sir James Gaudeleye. The con- 
firmation is dated from Chudleigh 9. June, 1348. 
See also 2. Regist. Brantyngham, fo. 23. 

The chantry of St. Thomas, on Barnstaple bridge, 
is frequently mentioned in tbe registers. 

In vol. 2.*>f Hist, of Abbeys, p. 66. Browne Willis 
states the pensions paid to the incumbents of St. 
Anne's Chantry, St. George's Chantry, Rowling's 
Chantry and the Free Chapel at Barnstaple. 
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PILTON PRIORY, 

• 

THIS religious establishment was a cell to > the 
ieat Benedictine abbey of Malmsbury, in Wiltshire 4 
fat it should be remarked, that the Pr.ors of P.lton 
were perpetual ; *. e. when once appointed to the 
office they could not be removed without being con- 
vlcted of a canonical fault. Leland asserts, that 
Kinff iEthelstan was the founder of the priory ; but 
Seduces no proof. The property °f the housewa. 
El most of the lands in its neighbourhood being 
fX possession of Barnstaple Priory. PHton Priory 
was dedicated to our Lady. 

PRIORS OF PlfcTOU. 

A. D, 

i. Ralph occurs Prior about the year 1200 

in a deed respecting the Lepers' House at PU- 
ton.-See 12. Arch*o!og. p. 211. 

2. Adam*, admitted Prior 4. May, 1*61 

3. Richard de Ralegk succeeded 29. August, 282 

4. John de Slanlegh, appointed 2. Dec. .1ZS3 
5 milium Wrockeshale, who died in 1316 
«!,' Henry de Peckyngehall, who resigned m ^ 

th l\ V Johnde Rockynham succeeded 17. of the 

f ° l 8° "l&Lakenh«U, who died early in 1849 

9 Simon de Aucneye, instituted 8. May, that 

vear, and was Prior about 4 months. 

1 10. JohndeRodebourne, confirmed l|^ Oct 849 
11 Thoma* Brokenborwe, admitted »>• Jan. 1*>* 
12. JoAn occurs Prior in the year _ . -WW 
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A. D. 

IS. William Charlelon succeeded, the follow- 
ing' year, and held bis office until his death, in 
the winter of 1412 

14. Richard Kengeswode succeeded on the 4. 

of the following January, 1412-3 

He died in December, 1421 

15. Thomas Evesham, who died early in 1434 

16. WiUiam Worcester, admitted 23. July, 
that year. He died in January 1445-6 

17. John Andover succeeded, but was elected 
Abbot of Malmsbury the next year. 

18. Robert Upton, admitted 8. April. 1457 
He died in the summer of 1472 

, 19. Thomas Oldeston succeeded him 26. Aug. 

20. William Ryngsvoood, who died in 1502 

21. John Bewmont, admitted 18. October, and 
died early in 1513 

: 22, William Alday succeeded, and was Prior 
for four years. 

23. Simon Rumsey succeeded 22. August, 1517 
and died late in 1*27 

24. John Ross, confirmed as his successor 19. 
Dec. that year, and I believe was the last Prior 
of Pilton. For he and Richard Pilton and 
John Cawe/subscribed to the King's supremacy, 
3, Sfcpt. 1534. 

At the Dissolution, says Tanner, the scite was pur- 
chased by Sir Jt)hn Chichester, Q. If the purchase was 
not made by Thomas Chichester, esq. 44. Elizabeth ? 

*The revenues of Pilton amounted to £56. 12. 8. 

In the Taxatio I read thus : 
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PRIOR DB PILTON PERCIP1T 

£• s. d. 

Jn ecciA de Morteho «. ...., 8 

De ecciA de Merwood „ 5 

Habet f ytenhale de redd 16 

Apod Lallegh tax ad 10 

Apud Midelcote , 15 0. 

Apud Paracombe 10 

ApudHeiegh ... v ...... I 10 8 

« #£ere ,^was fc Lepers* House at PUton. Bishop 
Rrftptynghain &/ January, lolp, grianted . an in- 
dulgence of forty days, to all who should contribute 



to the support of the said house, dedicated to St. Mar- 
garet. The following curious document is copied 
from Bronescombe's Register, fo. 18. I observe it 
repeated fo 113. of Bishop Quivill's.' 

Kalendis Maii Anno Gratie 1261 hec compositio 
facta est inter Walterum Episcopum, Decanum <fe 
Capitulum Ex an ex parte una & Wiilelmum Abba tern, 
Conventum ac Monasterium Malmebu dense, Salesbir 
Dioc ex alter& Videlicet ciim inter Episcopum, Deca- 
num & Capitulum Exon & Abbatem, Conventum & 
Monasterium predictum super jure <fc possessione 
Officii Visitationis jure Ordinario exercendi in cellA 
Beate Marie de Pilton, Exon Dioc, ad predictum 
Monasterium Malmsb. pertinente, necnon & modo 
instituendi & destituendi Priords seu administratores 
in Celld meuioratd, suborta esset materia questionis, 
tandem inter partes ipsas de licium fluctubus ad pacis 
quietem transire volentes, questio predicta in nunc 
modum realiter conquievit, Videlicet, qu6d predictus 
Episcopus & Successores sui poterunt ipsam nomine 
suo & Ecclesie Exon Cellam predictam de Pilton 
Jure Ordinario sine reclamatione de cetero visitare & 

Sue correctione indigebunt in rebus & personis 
anonice instaurabunt, hoc adhibito moderamine 
ad gravamen snmptuuni Monasterii & Celle predict 
vitandum in b&c parte, quod ejusdem loci Priorei 
dicto Epfscopo & ejus Successoribus nomine cujus- 
libet procurationis ratione Visitationis, debite seu 
d ebende XX solid os sterlingorum duntaxat impendant, 
Prefati itaque Abbas & Conventus Malms. <fe eorum 
successores dictam Cellam Pilton per mortem, des- 
sionem, resignationem seu alio modo legitimo vacan- 
tem, idoneas successive personas, Priores seu admi* 
nistratores instituendos ibidem, dicto Dno Episcopo 
& ejus Successoribus de cetero presentabunt, qui 
curajp, administrationem seu regimen ab eodem Epte- 
copo & ejus Successoribus recipient, & nisi eii 
aliquid canonicum obsistat, sine difficultate admittent 
Et ut hoc perpetud ihviolabiliter observetur inter 
partes, Episcopus, Dec^n us,. Capituluta,* Abbas & 
Conventus predicti tenore presendum hujasriiodi 
modo se oblig&nt in perpetuus. Et presenti scriptb 
sigilla sua ad perpetuam rei ihemoriam alter natim 
apposuerunt. 
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SLAPTON. 



JL HE manor of Slapton was held of the Bishops of 
Exeter by the Earls of Devon, on condition of acting 
as stewards at the installation feast of every new 
bishop. The composition to this effect, between 
Bishop Stapeldon and Hugh de Courtenay, Earl of 
Devon, is dated from Newton Plympton, Dominica* 
in crastino Beati Thome Apostoli A. D. 1308. — 
Vid, 1. Regist. Brantyngham, fo. 36. ad calcem! and 
Blount's Ancient Tenures, p. 34. 

A collegiate church, with a perpetual chantry of 
five Priests and a Rector and four Clerks, was founded 
at Slapton, in honor of our Lady, by Sir Guy de 
Briant or Brene, about the year 1370. In 1. Regist. 
Brantyngham, fo. 54.. is preserved the following 
document : 

Noverint universi me Guydonem de Brene Militem, 
Seniorem, Domui de Slapton concessisse, assignasse 
<fc presenti spripto meo confirmas$* Dno W HI el mo 
Batokeweye, Capellano & quinque sociis suls Presby- 
teris &quaiuor Clericis in CapellA Beate Maiie infra 
Manerium de Slapton consistente, In Divinis Dno 
gervientibus, pro dote Cantarie in prefatA CapeIJA 
ordinandi ac gustentacione dictorum Presbyterorum 
A Qericorum unum annualem redditum L marcurum 
annuatim perripiendum de dicto Manerio meo de 
Slapton, Habendum & percipiendum predicto Willo 
et dictis sociis suis et clericis antedictis ac eorum 
Sucoessoribus imppetunm, juxta vim formam et ef- 
fecium literarum Apostolicarum Revereqdo in Xlo 
Patri Exoa Epo, ad fundandum ibi dictam Cantariam 
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A Ad unieiidum, incorporandum sive appropriandum 
ecclesfam Parochialem de Slap ton Exon Dioo, dictis 
Caotarie Presby teris\fcClericis in hac parte di reef arum. 
In cuj us rei testimonium, presentibus sigilium meum 
apposui hiis testibus discretis viris, Magistfis Tboma 
de Walkyngton Decretorum, Johannc de Schillyng- 
ford, Legum Doctoribus, & Hugone Hiclyhg, Bacha- 
lar in Legibus & pluribus aliis. Datum apud Chud- 
delegh die Jovis in festo Sci Matthei Apostoli & Evan- 
geliste, anno Regni Regis Ed ward i III. post Conques- 
torn, XLVI1I. 

From fo. 74. of the same vol. it appears, that Ihe 
founder appropriated to the college the parish church 
of Poundestock in Cornwall. 

I farther observe, in 2. Regist. Stafford, fo. 289. 
that Lodeswell church was appropriated to this col* 
lege in the year 1413. 

The Socii of the Rector * were always priests: one 
of them had the charge of the parishioners of Slap- 
ton, and was called Minister. * 

rectors. 4. D 

1 . William de Balokeweye. 

2. John Bryan, instituted 24. July, 1371 

3. Richard Bakewell succeeded 7. August, FS73 

4. Walter Troie, admitted 26. Nov. 1375 

5. William Tre? followed, 13. Aug. 1381 

6. Robert Hankeeworih, appointed 11. Nov. J 386 

7. Walter D any el, confirmed 8. May, 1400 

8. John Robryng* instituted 3. June, 1410 

9. Benedict Rfenie succeeded in 1426 
He died 3. Feb. 1458-9 

10. John Pawle, instituted 24. of the follow- 
ing March, on: the presentation of James 
Osmond, Earl of Wiltshire, and Lord of Slapton 

Manor. 

11. Finceni Coke, who died Rector 21. Sept. 1498 

12. Nicholas Morion succeeded, on the pre- 
sentation of Henry Earl of Northumberland. 



• Bcton,4n his Thesaurus, calls the Superior of the coHfge, Prion, instead 
mt r Rector. 
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■ He waa alive in J521 

Browne Willis, vol 2. p« 65. of his History .<*! 

Abbies, informs us, that in 1534, the acknowlege-. 

inent of the King's supremacy was given with tb$ 

seal of the Rector and Fellows, but without .nmaes* r . 
The chantry of Slaptoa was granted to Job* Peter, 

S. Edw. VI. 
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HACCOMBE ARCHPRESRY f ER Y. 



I 



T is singular, that the public notary baa omitted to* 

affix the date to the foundation deed of the Arch- 

Sresbytery of Haocouibe, a? given in 2. Resist. Graq- 
isdun, i*o» 14. Bqt by comparing. this record with 
the institution of the first Archpriestv Andrew cle Tre- 

Sors, in fo. 46. of the 3d vol. of the same Bishop V 
Register, I am clearly of opinion that ii must have 
been drawn up either very late in the year 1341, or in 
the early part of 1842. 

This foundation deed states, that Sir Stephen de 
Haccombe had formerly applied to Bishop Grandis- 
son, to erect the parish chuich pf St. Blase, at Hac- 
combe^* the burial place of his ancestors, into an 
A<*chpresbyte*y — that before the Prelate could have 
complied witfi his wishes, the worthy . Knight was 

♦ taken off by death — that his heir Sir John Lerce- 
<takne hail fully entered into the views and wishes of 
ikfe deceased, by renewing the application to the- 
Bfebop~that the Bishop m<wt readily accedes to bjs 

* request ; and consents to the appropriation of the 
parish church of St Hugh de Quedyock, in Cornwall., 
for the better support of the Arehpriest and his com- 

* ttmnitjr. it should be olearly understood,, that this 

• Afobptiest enjoyed no episcopal powers whatsoever 
—that he was subject*- not merely to the . visitation 
tad jurisdiction of the "Bishop of the diocese of 

**EJteter, but moreover, to that of the Archdeacon of 
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„ *,On the 14. Kal. of August, (July 19.) 1328, Bishop Grandissoa- 

dedicated this parish church of Haccombe, with its two alt ars. and the* 
-' cemitery. Sir HewyGarew, Bart, the present proprietor* is uow eDgnged 

in tha eftfeelMsbingof ibis cbwreh, with a munificent gotbic altar, chancel- 
. screen, atone pulpit, ami other decorations, designed by Mr. John Kendall, of; 

Exeter. 
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Totnes— and that the only difference between him 
and a simple parish Priest consisted in this, — that he 
was also the President and Superfour of a community 
of clergymen, who were called his Socii, or com- 
panions. These clergymen were fire in number, and 
were bound to sing the canonical office, and to cele- 
brate perpetual obits — they dwelled under the same 
roof with the Archpriest, and lived in common. 
The A roh priest was obliged to pay six marks per 
annum to the treasury of the Cathedral church of 
Exeter. 

We rait here remark that the Rural Deans were 
styled Archpriests in some countries. Decani Ro- 
rales in aliquibus regionibus A rchi presbyter i nomi- 
nantur. See the Constitutions of Pope Benedict XII. 
A. D. 1335. in 2. Speiroan's Councils, fo. 505. 

E 2. Regis I . Grandi*son, fo. 14, 

Universis <&c. Johannes dec. salutem in sinceris 
amplexibus Salvatoris. Ctim multa nobis sint de 
studio devocioiiis olim dilecti filii Domini Stephani 
de Haccomb, mititis, ad Deum A Divini cultAs aug- 
mentum in Parochiali Kcclesii de Haccomb, nre 
Dioceeis, in qu& ipse, dum viveret, jus obtinnit patro- 
nattis & in qu& corpora ejus & suorum Progeuitorum 
traduntur ecclesiastice Sepulture, placidA insinua- 
tione suggesta, ita cordi nostro est ejup in tent to 
devota, ut ea que rationabiliter erant sibi concedenda 
vivo, eciam conoedamus defuncto <fc e6 lihenci&s, 
qd dilectus filius Dominus Johes Lercedekne, Miles, 
qui sieiit eidem Dno Stephano in Temporalibns Heres 
substituitur, ita devocidnem ipsius, cujus relut Fidei 
commissarius fidelis coram suscepit, imitatus, ex pla- 
nan do sepe nobis suum et dicti Domini Stepbani oirca 
premtssa amplectendi desiderium & petendo sepift* jn 
dedarationem devocionis dicti Stephani & sue Fidei, 
ad Divini cult As angmentum in diotd EccleeiA per- 
petunm Archipresbyteratfts Offioium & infrasp rip turn 
Presbyterorum numerum, premissA solempnitate de- 
bitA, statuere sub modis <fc porcionibus subdistinctis. 
Considerantes igitur,qd iilabeuigno sunt concedenda 
favore, per que Divinus cultns augeri valeat de pia 
detunctorum vota salubriter adimpleri, diieotos. filios 



t)ecatium & Capftulum Ecclesi^ nre'Exon, ad trac- 
tandum unit nobiscom super premissis earam causis* 
ad certos diem & locum peremptorie fecimus evocart« 
habitoque cum eis super biis tractatu diligenti & so- 
1-mpni die dictA, de predictorum Decani & Capitult 
ac prefati Militis & omnium aliorum quorum interest, 
collaudaciooe & consensu, ooncurrentibusque omni- 
bus & singulis que requiruntur de jure super petitis 
hujusmodi & circa ea in hiis scriptis, ordinamus, 
providemus & statuimus sub h&c formA, ut videlicet 
diiecto filio nunc Rectore dicte Ecciesie de Hac- 
combe eedente vel deoedente, persona idonea scjentrA 
& moribus, ac in Sacerdotio constitnta, que non 
solum Cleri coram ponendorum in eA & anr\ovendi 
eosdem, cum expedire videbitur, verum etiam Pres- 
byterorum predictorum & Parochianorum quorum* 
cumque ejusdem Ecciesie sollicitudinem <fe curam 
gerat debitam animarum, quique per verum Patronum 
dicte Ecciesie infra tempos indultum a jure, veiut 
Arcbipresbyter <& sub Archipresbyteii vbeabulo nobis 
& successeribus oris Exon fipiscopis, instrtuendua 
presentetur & instituatur Arcbipresbyter in eAdem 
qui eciam mox in Institutione suAprestet juxta for* 
mam Constittitionis bone memorie Docmnorum Otonis 
& OttobonK olim &edis Apostolice Legato rum in 
AngliA d« Vicar its edite, faciende ibidem residencie 
corporalis & continue, exceptA defensione necessariA 
seu saltern utilitate communi dicte Ecciesie, juramen- 
tum. Alioquin dicti Archipresbyteri lnstitotio nulliua 
•penitfts sit momenti. — Item quod idem Arehipresbyter 
Qufnque Presbyteros suos Socios idoneos; nobis & 
Successoribus nris per eundem Patronum, postquatp 
dictus A rchf presbyter, corporalem possessionem 
dicte Ecciesie de Haccomb & possessionem # corpo- 
ralem Ecciesie Sci Hugonis de Quedyock infrascripte 
cum majoribus fructubus ad eas fpreter portionem 
Vicarie in eAdem EcclesiA Sci Bugonis per nos vel 
Successores nostros taxande & ordinande) spec tan - 
tibus, auctoritate presentis Ordinationss fuerit adept u^ 
ac postmodum eis vel eorum subrogatis sive stmut 
sive separatim cedentibus vel decedentibns,' intra 
mensem ibidem continuum nominando nostrarurr* 
aut Successorum nostrorum hujusmodi auctoritate' 
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It (era rum, eciam omissa solempnitate inquisitionzs <* 
indnetionis in aliis servari sol it a, recipiat <& secum 
Jbabeat, quos cessanie causa rationabili nelumus 4 
quoquam amovert ; per quos autem omnes Divinum 
pfficiurn in predict* EcclesiA de Haccemb devote <& 
solempniter celebretur, ut videlicet preter Horas 
Canonicas quas dieent cum nota quolibet die, Missara 
convenientem dici & aliam de Beata Virgine Dei 
Genitrice cum not 4, necnop tereiam de Mortuis cqm 
pie no officio Mortuorum ordine servari soli to, ces- 
eante impedimenta legitimo eotidie sine nota pj*eter- 
qnam in Anniversariis, psallere & dioere teneantur. 
In quibus Missis <& aliis Oracionnm suffragiis, prp 
salubri statu postro & Nobilis viri Dni Hugoqis, de 
Courtenay comitis Devon dictique Dni Johapnis 
Lereedekne & Domine Cecilie, uxoris sue suorumqpe 
liberorum necoon Margarete quondam uteris, Dominj 
Stephani de Haccombe, myitis, et Dni Roberti de 
Pyl, clerici, dum vixerimus et vi^erint ac pro anima T 
bus ipso rum & nostra cum ab hac luce migraverimqs 
«fc migraverint. Et specialiter pro animabps Do} 
Stephani predicti Fondatoris, & Dni Thome Ler- 
eedekne Militia, Patris Dni Dni Johannis, ac DomJ^e 
Matilde matris ejusdem, necnon Jordani de Hapcomb 
A Isabelle uxoris sue ompiuraque Fidelium in Christo 
qaiescentium orare specialiter teneantur, Proviso 
quod anus de Presbyteris hujusmodi eotidie pro 
statu nostro ac. predictorum omnium & animabus 
nostris ac predictorum uominatim expressorum & 
omnium fidelium defunetorum celebrare eotidie 
teneatur, quodque vicissim Hebdomadarios se con- 
stituent, dictique Presbyteri prefatum Archipresby- 
terum, cum oporieat, juvent in cure execntione ani- 
marum, ejusdem judicio & ordination i in hiis que de- 
•oentiesunt <& honestatis &e /subjicient cum oitoni reve- 
rential timore, Statuiinus insnper <fc ordinamus 
quod idem A rchi presbyter ratione sui regiminjs ani- 
marum & sfipportacionis sui aliorumque cnerum 
ejusdem Ecclesie, ad instar aliorum ?eneficiatorum 
nostre Diocesis & curam anjmarum feabentium, dis- 
ponendide bonis ejusdem Ecclesie plenam & liberam 
babeat facultatem. Proviso tameaa quod tarn ipse quam 
.alii Presbyteri predicti, quos per eum volumus silfi 
Sociosappellari, sub eodem tecto simul se reficiant 
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fei cohabitent in communi. Qufrdque volumus idem 
Arohipresbyter de bonis ad diet am Ecclesiam spec* 
tantibus, singulis predictis Presbyteris pro stipendiis 
& vestibus, preter & ultra victualia statui eorum 
competencia, que ipse administrabit eisdem II marcas 
sterlingorum ad festa Sei Micbaelis & Pasche per 
equates porciones singulis annis solvere teneatur. 
Et sibi caveat tarn idem Arehipresbyter quam Pres- • 
byteri qudd sic in refectione & eohabitatione, ita 
pares sint, si comode poterint, in Testis colore & 
hoaestate & ut eorum unicuique provider! valeat 
primit&s de deoentiA, non queratur qu6d preciosum 
est vei subtile, sed qudd utile valeat inveniri. Sint 
eciam vfestes super tunicam clause, precincte & non 
scisse, utanturque singnli in executione Divini officii 
snperpelliceis & nigris Almiciis omnibus diebus velut 
Vicarii in nostra Ecclesia Cathedral! : habeaut eciam 
duos clericali caractere insignitos in arte iegendi & 
can tan di sufficienter instructos X solid os sterlingorum 
pro vestibus & suis necessariis -ultra victualia annua 
juxta gradum & condicionem eorum & dicto Archipres- 
bytero percepturos, qui cum eis cantent, & Divinum 
Ministerium in siiis ordinibus exequantur <& alias in 
eorum domesticis negociis sint, juxta jussum dicti 
Archipresbyteri & mandatum, si & quando expediet, 
•occqpati* Si vero contigit dictorum Presbyterorum 
aliquem coram suo competente judice in peccato . 
carnis ieptim^ convtefum, ita quod sit quodamodft 
incorrigibilis, vel extra diotam Ecclesiam celebrare, 
nisi causa rationabilis suberit & predicto Archipres- 
bytero approbata, & predicts Societate amoveatur 
protin&s summarife & de piano ; ac sine jodiciorum 
strepitu & fugacia, & alius loco amoti idoneus modo 
premisso subrogetur. Quia vero dicta Ecclesia <de 
Haccomb ad complendum hujusmodi salubre -propo- 
situm non sufficit, Pa,roeh*alem ecclesiam ISei Hugonis 
de Quedyk dicte nosUe Diocesis in qua dictus vide- 
licet Dnus Stephanas, dum viveret optinuit Johan- 
iie^que suus heres jus ad presens obtinet Patronatus, 
de ooHaudatione & consensu unanimi Decani & 
Capituli nostri, predictorum neenon omnium & sin- 
gulorum aliorum quorum interest, predictique multi 
inatancid Militia & Heredis cum omnibujB juribus & 

h 
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pertinentiis suis dicte Ecclesie de Haccomb & officio 
Archipresbyteratfts predicti <fe Presbyteris in dieti 
Ecclesia Domino, ut premittitur, servituris, in sub- 
portacionem diotorum oneram Pontificali auctoritate, 
concediraus, appropriamus & unimus, juribus & dig- 
nitate nostre Exon Ecclesie AArchidiaconorum loco- 
rum in omnibus semper salvis. Ita quod an6toritate 
appropriation^ & unionis hujusmodi, cedente vel 
decedente dilecto filio ad present ejusdem Ecclesie 
Rectore, fact&que inde nobis & successoribus nostris 
fide, prefatus Archipresbyter suo dicteque ecclesie 
de Haccomb ac Presbyteroram predictorum nomine 
per se vel alium sen alios ejusdem ecclesie Sci Hu- 
gonis possessionem liberfe apprehendere & tenere 
fructusque ejusdega in usus predictos committere 
valeat, nostril (nee alterius cujuscamque) licence 
nnicfe requisite, reservatt tataen de ejnsdem Ecclesie 
fructubos & proventibus Perpetuo Vicario canonic^ 
instltuendo in ea, assignandfc per nos porcione congruft, 
ex ^ qui idem Vicarius comodfe sustentari possit et 
Episcopalia Jura solvere aliaqne sibi incumbencia 
onera supportare, quam Collationi nostre Ordinarie 
A Successorom nostrorum de consensu dicti Militis 
specialiter reservamus. Rurs&» premissis ad mittimus 
pro nobis <fc Successoribus nostris Exon Episcopte, 
qd in vacationibua singulis predicti Archipresbyter- 
atAs, ilia perceptione proventuum ratione Custodie 
durante vaeatione hujusmodi contentaii volumus <& 
debemus, quam idem Archipresbyter, si viveret, esset 
pro porcione sni discrete & liberfc perceptions. Ut 
autem contra dispendium qd pararl posset forsitan 
eidem Ecclesie pro premissa deliberaeione debits 
consulatur, Statuimus & ordinatnus, qd dictus Archi- 
presbyter in signum recordacionis beneficii htrjns, 
annis singulis mox postquam & earum Eeclesiarum 
de Haccomb & Sci Hugonis de Qaedyk possessionem, 
auctoritate presentis ordinacionis apprehenderit V 
marcas sterlingorum in subsidium Fabrice prefate 
Ecclesie. nostre committendas in Scaccario dicte 
Ecclesie nostre in festis predietis equis porcioaibns & 
I marcam pro obitu dicte Matilde Leroedekne, ma- 
trisDniDni Johis Leroedekne «& ejesdem Johannw 
cum ab hio lu.ee migraverit, secuad* die post festam 
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Sci Bartholomei Apostoli in eadem Ecclesil Exon 
tettendo inter Cauonicos & alios ministros dicte Ec- 
clesie tone presentes, per Clerioum Scaccarii dividen- 
dam dlcto die in Scaocario predicto, solvere per 
jaramenti vinculum teneatur. Reseirata nobis & suo- 
cessoribus nostfis, premissis addendi & ea mutandi, 
corrigendi & iaterpretandi ac maniendi potestate. 
In cujus rei &c. &c. 

In concluding this article,, tfe may observe that 
this foundation deed is modelled on that by which 
Bishop Stapeldon erectedthe parish church of Whit- 
church into an Archpresbytery, but twenty year? 
before. — See fo, 165, of his register. 

Haccombe became the property ef the Career 
family, through Joanna, wife of Sir -Nicholas Carew, 
Knight, (the lineal ancestor of the present Sir Henry 
Carew, BartO temp. Hen. VI, and daughter of Sirifagh 
de Courtenay, Knight, youpger brother of Edward 
Courtenay, Earl of Devon, by Philippa, Sir Hugh's 
second wife, daughter and co-heiress ef Sir Guariaus 
he Ercedekne, (or* Archidiaconus) Knight, son of 
.John Le EreeUekne, by Cecilia his wife, daughter and 
heiress of Jordan de Haccombe, son of Sir Stephen 
-de Haccombe, Knight, which John was son and heir 
of Thomas, son of Sir ©do Le Ercedekne.* 
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• Arms of the Haccombe*, Argent, 3 Bends, Sable; of the fircedekoes, 
Argent, 3 Chevrons, Sable. 
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St. GABRIEL'S CHAPEL, 

At CLYST. 

BlSHOP BRONESCOMBE was the original foun- 
der of this establishment as appears from the following 
deed. 

Uniyersis presentes literas inspecturis Walterus mi- 
seracjone Diving Exon Epus saiutem in Dno sempi- 
terjaam. E6 fiducialifts possessions transitorias ad- 
quirimus, qu6 amplius Divinum eultum ex earam 
fructubus augmentare proposuimus. Proinde vacan- 
tem Parochialem Ecclesiam de Ffarendon cum fruc- 
iubus ejusdem ad collationem nostram spectantem, 
cujus advocationem canonice adquisivimus, ad sus- 
tentationem duorum capellanoram per nos & suc- 
cessores nostros canonice substituendorum in Capellfc 
Sci Gabrielis, quam infra Septa Curie nostre de Clyst 
fundavimusad honorem B. Virginis, dicti Archangeli 
& omnium Angelorum, necnon & pro salute aie nre, 
Antecessorum <fc Successorum ac Benefactorum nos- 
trorum, Divina perpetud celebrandorum, accedente 
ad hec dilectorum filiorum Decani & Capituli nre 
Exon consensu legitimo, attestatione presents instru- 
ment^ intuitu caritatis, appropriamus, concedimus 
& canonicft. appropriatione annectimus perpetu6 pos- 
si den dam, salvfr competenti vicarifc per nos & Suc- 
cessors nros ydoneis personis cum vacaverit impos- 
terum conferendeL In cujus rei testimonium present! 
scripture sigillum nostrumapponi fecimus. Dat. apud 
Clyst in festo SS. Cosme & Damiani Anno Gre 1276, 
& Consecraois nre 19.* 

• This deed is bound up with some loose MSS. in the beginning of Bro- 
nescombe's Register, and may also be seen in fo.pi, of the same Register. 
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To this foundation the venerable Bishop Stapeldott 
was a generous benefactor ; for he annexed to it a 
peaceful and commodious asylum for 12 blind, infirm, 
or superannuated clergymen,* where every attention 
was rendered to their corporal and spiritual necessi- 
ties. The funds for this charity he supplied princi- 
pally from the property of his friend and predecessor 
Bishop Bytton,* of whom he appears to have been 
residuary legatee. A moiety of the property pos- 
sessed by the clergymen of this establishment at the 
time of their decease, was reserved for the improve- 
ment and better condition of the charity. To assist 
the community, I find that the Dean and Chapter of 
Exeter engaged themselves, in 1376, to contribute the 
annual sum of forty-three marks, from the appro- 
priated churches of Westleigh and St. Melan. 

A Canon of Exeter Cathedral was generally charged 
with the administration and superintendance of this 
benevolent institution. 

For further particulars consult Stapeldon's Regist* 
fo. 163 — 2. Grandisson's, fo. 4 — Appendicis, fo. 60 — 

2. Brantyngham. 

■ — - ■ - '■ 

* Bishop Byttoo died 21. September 1307. 



142 



.._j 



IPELPEN. 

XN Domesday we read that "Radulfus Felgheres 
teflet. de Rege Iplepen." The Felgheres family, at 
an early period, conferred their right of presentation 
to Ipiipen Church on the abbey of St. Peter of Ful- 
gers> in Brttanny. The Rector of the church, from 
holding h» situation immediately from this abbey, 
was called a Prior — perhaps two Religious may have 
lived with him, as was sometimes the ease of cells to 
alien monasteries. 

In Bronescbmbe's Register, fo. 56. I find, that ow 
14. Sept. 1274, was admitted " Frater Lucas ad Prio- 
ratum de Ipiipen vacantem per spontaneam resig- 
nationem Fratris Thome quondam Prioris ad pre- 
sentationem Abbatis et Convenes Sci Petri de 
Ffilger." 

Galfridus occurs as Prior and Rector of the church 
in 1315 and 1334. 

In 1350 the church was valued at £6. per annum. 
King Edward III. presented the rector that year 
" rat ione tern poralium Abbathiede Ffeulgersin manft 
sufc occasione guerre inter ipsum et illos de Ffranci£ 
mote existentium." I believe the Crown continued 
to hold the benefice, until Bishop Lacy procured ite 
appropriation to St. Mary's College, at Otery, in the 
year 1438.. 
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OTTERTON PRIORX. 



J. HE manors of Oterton, Otrinton, or Otterington, 
and of Tartieombe, were" granted by William the 
Conqueror to the great, and venerable Benediotine 
abbey of St. Michael de Periculo Maris. From the 
Monasticon it appears, that King John founded the 
priory here for four Monks, and that he granted them 
the manors of Sidmouth and Budieigh; in consi- 
deration of which they were obliged to distribute to 
the poor, every week, the value of sixteen shillings in ' 
bread, for ever. 

A Custumale, containing; an account of the customs 
and rents of this priory, was digested by Gaqfrid, a 
Monk of St. Michael's Monastery, A. D. 1260. It is 
probably the same work which Bp. Tanner entitles 
44 Collectiones, &c. in the possession of John Anstis, 
Esq. Garter King of Arms," and is now the property 
of the Rev. Duke.Yonge, of Corn wood, in this county. 

From this MS. and from the registers of the See. 
of Exeter, I flatter myself that J have recovered an 
accurate list of all the Priors of Otterton. 

A. D. 

1. Nicholas occurs as Prior in the year 1212 

2. Henry occurs in several deeds copied in 
the Custumale of Otterton. 

3. Willam de Kernil, who was confirmed as 
Abbot of Tavistock in 1 220 

4. William Turbeville occurs as Prior in 1227 

5. Ralph Undervoin. 

6. John occurs as Prior in „ 1257 
1. Gaufrid, the compiler of the Custumale, 

occurs in a deed dated eaily in 1260 



% 
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a. n. 

8. William de Pralellis, admitted 21. Dee. 1266 

9. Richard Jordan, confirmed 10. April, 1276 

10. Robert hovel, instituted 27. April, 1310 
He resigned in August, 1316 

11. Robert de Albo succeeded in the follow- 
ing September,- and resigned in less than three 
years. 

12. Orgerius Bueys y admitted in July 1319 
and was Prior thirty-three years. 

13. Thomas Sedile succeeded him 30. May, 1352 
The following Bull of Pope Innocent VI. to this 

Prior,* may be acceptable to our readers : — 

" Innocentius eps servus servorum dfci Dilecto 
fiiio Thome Sedile Priori Prioratfts de Otriton 
ordinis Sancti Benedicti Exonien dfoc> salutem 
& apostolicam benedictionem. Religioniszelus 
vite ac morum honestas aliaque probrtatis et 
virtutum merita super quibusapud nosfidedigno 
commendaris testimonio nos mducunt nt te 
jpecialis favbris gratis prosequamur. Exhibita 
siquidem nobis pro- parte tu a petitio continebat, 
qu5d olim Prioratu de Otriton ordinis sancii Be- 
nedicti: Exonien Dioc queiri quondam Ogerius 
ultimus* ipsius PrioratAs Prior dum viveret obtr- 
nebat per ipskis Ogerii obitum qui extra Ro- 
manam Curiam diem clausit extremum vacant e, 
dilecti filii Abbas et Conventus Monaster!] sancti 
Michaelis in Periculo maris dicti ordinis Abrin- 
censis Dioc veri patroni ejusdem Prioratftset in 
possessione pacifica seu quasi juris presentandi 
Priorem ad eundem Prioratum existentes, te ad 
dictum Prioratum sic vacant em et ab eodem 
Monasterio dependentem, et per Monachose jus* 
dem Monasterii cujus Monachus expresse pro- 
fessus existis solitum gubernari, Venerabili fra- 
tri nostro Johanni Epo Exonien infra tempus 
legitimum; presentarunt, idemque Eps te in 
Priorem instituit dicti Priorat&s canonice nisi 
aplice reservationes obstarent, tuque vigore 
presentations et institutionis hujusmodi dictum 
Prioratum pacified assecutus ilium diCi tenuisti 

* Ex Orig. penes D. Joannem Jones, de Franklym 
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A. D. 

• 

et possedisti prout tenes et possides pacifice et 
quiets Cftm an tern sicut eadem petitio sub- 
jungebat, tu dubites dictum Prioratum tempore 
presentationis seu institutionis hujusmodi fore 
dispositione sedis apfice reservatum, tequeprop- 
terea posse super eo imposterum molestari. Nosr 
igitur volentes te in presbyteratus ordine consti- 
tutum premissorum meritorum tuorum intuitu 
fayore prosequi gratfoso, tuis in hac parte sup- 
plieaeionibus inclinati, volumus, et aplicft tibi 
auctoritate coucedimus, qd presentacio et insti- 
tucio predicte, et queeumq ; inde secuta perinde 
a dato presentium valeant et plenam obtineant 
roboiis firmitatem, ac si dietus Prioratas tem- 
pore presentationis v.el institutionis hujusmodi 
disposition! sedis predicte reservatus minime 
extitisset. Nulli ergo omniqo bominum, liceat 
banc paginam nostre concessionis et voluntatis 
infringere, vel ei ausu temerario contraire. 
Siquis autem hoc attemptare presumpserit, in- 
dignationem omnipotentis dei, et beatorum Petri 
et Pauli Aplorum ejus se noverit incursurum. 
Datum Avinion II. Kal. Februarii Pontificates 
nostri Anno Quinto." 

14. Thomas Paget, admitted 19* August, « IS93 

15. Robert Magne, instituted 30. Sept. 1403 
and, I believe, was the last Prior. 

This was one of the priories suppressed in 1414* 
Very soon after, it was annexed, with all its depend- 
encies, to Sion House, the noble foundation of Henry 
V. On the suppression of that royal monastery. 
Ottertpn manor, then valued at £87. 10. 4. per 
annum, was granted 31. Hen! V11I. to Richard Duke, 
one of the clerks of the Augmentation Court, and, at 
the time of the grant, a clerk of the council, in whose 
posterity it continued till 24. Sept 1785, when it was 

Purchased by Denys Rolle. Esq. the father of Lord 
die, the present owner." 
In the Taxatio of Edward L I read as follows : — 

PRIOR P£ OTRINTA HA BET. 

«£. s. d. 

Ma&eriom de Otrintona 15 2 8 

Manerium de Sydemuie 10 6 & 
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£. 9. tf. 

Apud Budleigh de redd molendini 5 IS 4 

Manerium de Hertecombe 10 16 O 

Apud Herderlond de redd 2 10 O 

Apud Ffursham de redd ^ 110 

In CivRate Exon de redd T. 1 4 



Summa £46 3 4 



Decima £4 13 4 



Bishop Grandisson informs us, in his register, that 
the priory, in 1334, held, in proprios usus, the parish 
churches of Otterton, Harpford, Sidmouth and Tar- 
ticombe, at that time valued at £35. per annum. 

Forty-one* years after, Bishop Brantyngham re- 
ported to King Edward III. that Sidmouth church 
was valued at the annual sum of £29. 

Otterton Church at „ £20, 

Harpford at < «. £5. 

Yarticombe at ~. £20. 

And that Clyston Church paid yearly to Otterton 
Priory the sum of 5s. 

Since writing the above, I have found that Henry 
Marshall, Bishop of Exeter, appropriated the above- 
mentioned churches of Otterton, (with its chapel of 
Lahedreland, cum capellA sua de Lahedreland,> 
Sidmouth, Tarticombe & Harpford, to St. Michael's 
Abbey. The deed of appropriation is dated from 
Crediton, 31. August, 12th year of his Pontificate. 
See the Appendix (p). 

1 have seen a grant of King Henry VIII. by which 
he discharges Sion House and Its dependencies for 
ever of all tenths, fifteenths, and all other quotas and 
subsidies ; also of all manner of tolls and customs. 

Agnes, Abbess of Sion House demised Sidmouth 
manor and rectory to Richard Cosweil, gent, for 
the term of 99 years, under the yearly rent of 
£51. 17. 7. The lease, dated 5. Feb. 30. Hen. VIII. 
was allowed by the Augmentation court. 

The monastery of St. Michael (to which Otterton 
Priory was subordinate) was built on a rock four 
hundred feet high, overhanging the sea, between 
Normandy and Britauny, in the year 708, by Aubert, 
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Bishop of A Tranches. Formerly most of the churches 
that were built on mountains or eminences, were 
dedicated to St. Michael ; perhaps, because it is as- 
serted, in the most ancient Legends*, that he bad fre- 
quently appeared in such places — " in vertice Gargani 
montis," and others. 

On this great abbey, the priory of St. Michael's 
Mount, in Cornwall, was also dependent. A reli- 
gious community existed there in the time of Edward 
the Confessor ; and Leofric, Buhop of Exeter, ex- 
empted it from all episcopal jurisdiction. Borlass's 
account of this priory is rery Inaccurate. 

i fo. 7. (ad calcem 1 ) 
lis priory : — " Frater 
'his optinet ecclesiam 
marcarum et dimid. 
oresk val. pr an XX 
t capellam Sti Mtehis 
■e 3s. & 9d.— Dictus 
dicto Prioratu." 

1 have met with the following Priors of St. Michael's 
Mount, in Cornwall: — 

A. o. 
1. Rqdxdphus de Cartarel. admitted 21. Dec. 1260 

2 Rtenard Perer succeeded 11. April, 127.fr 

3. GoHfrtddt 18. July, 1283- 

4. Peter deC >dI2.Sept. 1316 

5. JohnJfyrc t. 1349 
6,/ohn7ar t -April, 1362 

7. Richard A '-Dee. 385 

8. William Lambert succeeded 1. Oct. 1410 
In 3. Regist. Lacy, fo. At an indulgence appears 

to have been granted, .of. forty days, to all who should 
contribute to a new causeway from Marazion to St.. 
Jlichael's. 
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AXMOUTH. 



J. HIS manor, with its parochial church, belonged 
to the Benedictine abbey of Mont burgh, in the diocese 
of Constance, in Normandy. The priory of Lodres, 
in Dorsetshire, a cell to Montburgh, was permitted to 
receive the temporalities of the said church and 
manor. But 1 see no reason to believe that any 
priory existed- at Axmouth. 

In the registers, I observe that Bishop Stapeldon 
admitted Roger Harriel, Prior of Lodres, to the cus- 
tody of the church of Axmouth, in the year 1320 — 
that Bishop Grandissori admitted Simon de Lond& 
to the same office, on the 31. Dec. 1355, and Robert 
Dormer, on 5. Nov. 1361 ; that Sampson Trigal, 
Prior of Lodres, was also admitted, by Bishop Stafford, 
to the said custody in 1396. 

In the Taxatio of King Edward 1. the manor of 
Axemuei is valued at £10. 1 3s. 4d. the tenth is fixed 
at£l. 1. 4. 

On the suppression of Lodre Priory, in 1414, the 
mauor and church of Axmouth were granted by 
Henry V. to his monastery of Sion House. I have 
seen a presentation by the Abbess and Convent of 
Sion to the church of Axmouth, in the year 1428. 

A chapel, dedicated to. St. Leonard, in Axmouth 
parish, is mentioned in 1. Regist. Stafford, fo.238. 



IM 



CARSWELL. 

J. HIS priory, situate in the Deanery of Plympire, 
was a small cell for two Monks, as Leland informs 
us, and was dependent on the Cluniac Monastery of 
Montacute, in Somersetshire. 

In the Taxatio, so often quoted, I read as follows : — 

PRIOR DE CARESWELE HABET. 

£. S. d. 

A pud Cares well 2 18 

Apud Monckecoln de redd <fc pquis. «. 1. 

In Paroch de Sampford que tax ad 14 

Summa £5 2 8 

* 

Decima £0 8 31 

In an interesting letter of Bishop Brantyngham's to 
King Edward III. on the subject of alien priories in 
the Diocese of Exeter, 2. Regist. fo. 7. ad finem, I 
observe the prior did not reside at CarsweJl, Anno 
48. Edward III. " Frater Radulfus Shalsham indigena 
Prior de Careswell optinet ecclesiam de Holcorabe 
Rogus que incumbit Priori & Conventui de Monte 
Acuto & non residet in e&dem cujus frnctus & pro* 
ventus annul se extendunt ad XX Libras." 
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CHULMLEIGH. 
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merely mention this collegiate Qhurch, in which, a* 
Bishop Grandisson states, 3 Regist. fo. 158. jvere six 
Prebends, in order to remark an apparent confusion 
in the registers, as to their names, and even their 
number. 

In 2. Regist. Brantyngbaip, fo. 72, occurs the Pre- 
bend a Over heights, which seems to be the same which 
Bishop Redman styles in fo. 2. Orerhaye* 

In 2. Regist. Brantyngham, fo. 15. he mentions the 
Prebend Puella— Jnfo. 100. he calls it Puellarum — and 
Bishop Lacy. 2. Regist. fo. 248. calls it Le Maydei), 
alias Denys. 

The Prebend of Dene, occurs in 2. Regist. Lacy, 
fo. 209 

The Prebend Bucklond occurs fo. 46 and 70. of 
Veysey's. 

The Prebend Penelles occurs voU 2. fo. 75. of 
Brantyngham's ; and yet info. 18. of Bishop Bothe's,' 
Penelles and Northerhaye are considered as the same 
Prebend. 

The fact appears to be, that the six prebends wei;e 
originally — 1. Overheighes,orOverhayne. 2. Puelje/ 
t>r Puellarum; or Mayden. S^Depys, or Deney, 
4. Bucklond. 5. Penelles. 6. Netherhayne, and, 
that, subsequently to Grandisson's time, they were 
reduced to four, by uniting Denys or Dene to Puelle, 
or Puellarum ; or Mayden and Penelles to Nether- 
hayne. 

N. B. All these Prebends were in the gift of the 
Courtenay family. 



Jit closing this u>ork y I beg leave to inform (he 
reader, thai I have purposely abstained from 
noticing the Cathedral of Exeter and the Collegiate 
Chapel of the Castle in this City ; intending fo 
speak of them, at large, in my History of Exeter. 
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(a) Referred to from p. 1 . 

The Legend of Saint Olave. 



HE following Legend was copied by me from the 
MS. Ordinale compiled by Bishop Grandisson, penes 
Decanum <& Capitulum Ecclesie Cathedr. Exon. 
Lectio Quarta — XXIX Julii, 
Beatus OL AVUS Rex Norwegie fidem evangelicam 
ex Angli& compertam devote suscepit <fe in urbe 
Rothomagi baptizatus est. Nee propria tamen sahtfe 
contentus, novo rerum ordine, Rex vice fungens 
Apostoli verbum Dei suo popul© predicavit. Qui 
eclam Leges tarn Divinas quam humanas, mir& dis- 
cretione plenas, scripsM* & promulgavit. Set in vi& 
Dei multos perpessus adversarios, quibus resistere 
non potuit, secessit ad Ruciam ad Jerzelaum Regem, 
cum quo non parvo tempore moratus et sue Religionis 
celebre monumentum inoolis derelinquens, per Sue- 
ciam rediit, ac ibidem ab inimicis Fidei peremptus est. 
Anno Dni millesimo vicesimo octavo. Viderat quippe 
sanctus Rex antea in sompnis scalam ad celos erec- 
* tarn & precedente Passionis sue nocte apparuerat 
ei Dnus Ihs dicens — " Accede ad me, dilecte mi, ut 
coronam suscipias glorie & honoris:" qu& visione 
non modicftm comfortatus est et animatus ad Mar* 
tyrium perferendum. Fertur de eo, qu5d, dum qu&- 
dam DominicA die virgulam cultello, immemor festi, 
dolaret, & & qoodam super hoc commonitus fuisset, 
facti penitens, dolaturas virge super propriam manum 
congestas combussit, set tamen manus ejus illesa 
permansit. 
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(b) Referred to from p. 2. 

St. Anselm's Letter to Osberri, Bishop of " 

Exeter. 

The following letter is copied from 4. Alford's 
AnDales Ecclesise Anglicanae, fo. 168. edit. Liege 1663. 

ANSELMUS Dei dispositione vocatus Archiepis- 
copus Cantuariensis, Reverendo Epo Exoniensi, Os- 
berne salutem. Episcopalem decet dignitatem, quos- 
cumquepotestadservitutem Dei invitare,et volentes 
D#o servire quibus valet consulendo et adjuvando 
confortare. Hftc igitur fiducia Reverentiam vestram 
obsecro, at Monachos de Monasterio, quod vulgd 
dicitur de BataillA, in vestrA civitate m or antes, propter 
Deum et propter nostrum, si quid ad hoc valere 
potest, amorem, PaternA et Episcopali pietate adju- 
vetis et ab omnibus adversariis pro possibilitate ves- 
tr& sicut vos decet, defendatis; quatenus si quid 
boni Deus per illos operari dignabitur, cum illis 
& Deo retributionem recipiatis. Audivi enim qu6d 
qjnidam de Clericis vestris fecerunt His quaedam 
quse fieri non- oportuit. Uude precor ut pr»dictis 
Monachiseam jubeatis fieri satisfactionem, utdeinceps 
just6 conqueri non possint de Clericorum vestroruni 
indiscretione. Eogdem tjuoque Clericos fratern& 
charitate et paterna fiduciA precando moneo, quate- 
nus ita se habeant erga eosdem fratres, ut ips& cari- 
tatis exhibitione et benignft. familiaritate probent sibi 

Elacere profectum illorum et studium ad serviendum 
>eo. Qu6d autem prohibitis eos pulsare Signa sua' 
secundum Ordinem suum, nusquain recte fieri solet ; 
nisi ubi Monachi in Majori EccleMa Civitatis deser- 
vient. Ubi enim Canonici in Majore Ecclesia Civi- 
tatis ad serviendum Deo sunt constitute unusquisque 
ordo Canonicovum scilicet et Monachorum, secun- 
dum opportunitatem servitii sibi injuncti, tardant vel 
fefftinant Signa pulsare absque omni recta prohi- 
bitione. Quapropter ratipne ipsA commoniti, eos 
Signa sua secundum Ordinem suum pulsare deinoeps 
prohibere ne velitis* Hoc quoque petunt ipsi Fratres, et 
ego cum illis et pro illis, utsiquandoinaliquoconcur- 
su Populi auxilium postulare volunt ad Ecclesie suae 
constructionem, nuUatends prohibeantur, — Valete. 
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Referred to from p. 10* 

- Monument qf the Venerable Mellouin. 

In the middle of tbe Chapter House of Bee AbL -\ 
lies buried thefounder Helluin, Herlouin, or Bfello- ■* \ 
The ancient monument, which had been erected ov r 
his grave in the eleventh century, was removed > < 
1714, and a new one of white marble, supported by .-. : v 
pillars of oriental jasper, was placed in its sU\: ' 
On this monument was engraven the follow i^ 
epitaph : — 

Hie jacet - . 
Primus hujusce Monasterii Conditor et Abbas, 

Venerabilis Helluinus, 
Primarise inter Normannos nobilitatis, 
Patre Ansgoto, Matre Heloide, in pagoBrionensi nat h ■„ 

Inter armorum strepitus summit cum laude, 

inter aulse illeeebras summ& cum integritate, versatu. t 

Abjecto miiitiae secularis paludamento, 

Chiisto deineeps mllitaturus, 

Ab Herbert© Lexovien* Eptscopo habitu monastic^ 

induitur. 
Et ut Christum haberet bfaereditatera, 
Bonorum suorum Christum institoit heeredem^ 
Quos agros, quondam possederat dives, 
Hos coluit pauper, coluit et jejunus, 
Ut cibus fieret rauperum, 
Et laborantis sudor et fames jejunantis. 
Labores diurnos, nocturnis levab^t precibus. 
Ut cum virtutum studiis studia litteraruni eonjuj • 

LiUeras quadragenarius discere non erubuit : fi 

Et Beccensi monasterio Litteraxuni aperuit/G4::-. 

aasium, 
In quo Patern© Pietatis alumnos et haeredes, 
Ecclesiarum Praesules candidates, 
Laofran,cum, Ansehnum, 
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Plurimosque alios sui similes discipulos 
Ad omne virtatis officiam sals informabat exeraplis 

Abbas Virtuti simillimus, 

Qui plenus operibus bonis 

Mortem obiit YII Kal. Sept. A.D. MLXXII1, vitte 

LXXXIII. 

Patri de se optima men to 

iEternum hoc Pietatis monumeiitum PP. 

Monachi Beccenses, Congregations S. Mauri, 

Aano Dni MDCCX1V. 



(d) Referred to from pp. 11. 12. 

Resignation by the Prior of Cowic, of his 

Priory, in 1457. 

Ex 3. Regist. Lacy, fo. 380. 

25. die mensis Marcii A. D. 1452 incipiente, et 
anno translations 32. apud Clyst, Dnus Epus recepit 
hanc resignacionem sive dimissionem Prioratus de 
Cowyk, Exon Dioc, per Robertam de Rotomago, 
no per et immediate Priorem ejusdem, coram ThomA 
Clyst clerico Wynton Dioc, auotoritate Apostolic^ 
Notario Publico, et in scriptis, sub signo, nomine et 
subscriptione dicti Notarii, redactam, cujus tenor 
resignacionis seu dimissionis predicte btc sequitur et 
est talis. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Per presens publicum in- 
strumentum cunctis appareat evidenter, qudd anfio 
ab Incarnatione Dni 1451, Indictione quinU decimi, 
Pontificates Sacratissimi in Xto Patris et Dni nri Dni 
Nicholai Divin& Providenti£ Pape Quinti anno 5, 
mensis Novembris die 22, in earner^ Reverendi Ma- 
gistri Willelmi Westbury, Prepositi Collegii Regalis 
Beate Marie de Eton juxta Wyndesorum, infra dic- 
tum Collegium, in mei Notarii Publici et Testium in- 
frascriptorum presencft constitutis personaliter, vir 
honestus Robertus de Rotomago, seu quocumque alio 
modo nominatus, nuper nuncupatus Prior de Cowyk 
in Com Devon Exon Dioc, quasdam renunciationem, 
resignacionem seu dimissionem realiter fecit, et in 
scriptis redactas legit, sub h&c form&. 

*' In Dei nomine, Amen, Coram vobis authentic^ 
person^ et testibus htc presentibus, Ego Robertus de 
Rotomago, seu quocumque alio modo nominatus, 
Prior Prioratus de Cowyk, in Com Devon, Exon 
Dioc notorie situati, ex certis causis licitis me m h&c 
parte moventibus, ab onere et occupatione dicti Prio- 
ratus de Cowyk, penitfrs exui et exonerari cupiens et 
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tans, non vi, metir, dolo sen fraude, nee aliquo 
- modo iniquo sen medio, indactus ad hoe ; sed ex 
"< propria et libera voluntate, matura deliberatione 
ubita, dictum Prioratum de Cowyk cum princi- 
; manso ejusdem, maneriis, dominicis, terris, tene- 
ts, redditibns, pcrtinenciis, boscis, molendinis, 
^cionibus, peocionibas, parcionibus, fraciubug, 
msetemolu mentis quibuscumque, advocationibus 
\siarum, Rectoriarum, Vicariarum, Capellarum et 
, iriarum, instruments, eartis et munimentis ad 
i'im Prioratum quocumque modo spectantibus, et 
quibuscumque suis pertiqenciis universis, in 
? r.s cujuscumque hqjusmodi resignacionem admit- 
{ • ' i potestatem habentis sive habituri, libere sponte, 
r , simpliciter et absolute resigno, omnique jure, 
•■, titulo et roteresse raets posthabitis in eisdem 
) . ;atu, Manso Priixeipali et ceteris premissis, re- 
Hoetab eisdem recedo totali ter." 
I w hijs scriptis acta sunt bee omnia et singula prout 
v ry\ixs scribuntur et recitantur sub anno Dni, In- 
i one, Pontificatu, Mense, Die et Loco predictis, 
$ . ( >itibus tunc ibidem diseretis et honestis viris 
v *> Jofae Ffrenshe, presbytery Johe Gipthorpe et 
' p'A Hylie, literatis Exon et Lincoln Dioc. Et 
t <> i homas CHyff, clericus, Wynton Dioc, auctori- 
.A plA, Notarius Publicus, pre missis renunciationi, 
» racioni et dimissioni Dni, sic ut prefertur, in 
m rfpto, sub Anno Dni, Indietione, Pontificatu, 
s'*, Die et Loco predictis, agebantur et fiebant 
' <\m prenominatis testibus, presens preterea in- 
», eaque sic fieri vidi et audivi, per alium scribi 
I . mequehic subscripsi Publicum et in hac publicd 
i .; redegi, meisque nomine et signo solitis et con- 
■t s signavi rogatus et requisites in fidem et testi- 
; m omnium premissorum. 
i : t cujus quidem renunciationis, resignacionis 
; < > dimissionis receptionem, idem Dominus (Ed- 
»:s Lacy) fuit ex parte* Excellentissimi in Xto 



i . r!;>iset Dni J)ni Henrici Dei gr& Regis Anglie, 
! .« cie illustris et Dni Hybernie, ad instantiam mul- 
: V • *r rogatus et requisitus, quaten&s eandem resig- 
; i t*m admittere dignaretur : idem Dnus verd 
J is ; is : upplicationibus et requisicionibus ac mandatis 
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dicti Dni Regis in premissis inclinare, et ut tenetur 
obedire volens, prefatam resignacionem auctoritate 
sua Diocesana* in forma juris pro tribunali sedens 
admisit et ipsum Priorem resignantem a cur& et re- 
gimiqe ip&ius Prioratus penitus exoneravit, tunc ibi- 
dem presentibns Venerabili Viro Magistro Rogero 
Keys^Archidiacono Arcbidiaconatds Barum in Ec- 
clesi& Catbedrali Exon et Canonico, ac discretis viris 
Willo Okedon et Willo Water alias Burdeaux, lite- 
ratis Exon, necnon Conventr et Lich ac Wynton 
Dioc, testibus ad premissa vocatis specialiter et ro- 
gatis, ac nje Willo Elyot, clerico dicti Exon Dioc, 
auctoritate Apia, Notario publico, Actorum hujus- 
modi dicti Dni Exon Epi, Scriba &c. 
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(je) Referred to from p. 17. 

Answer of the Convent of Polslo to Queen. 
Philippa, from 1. He gist. Grandisson > 
fo. 66. 

A lour treshonorable et tres puissaunte et redoutee 
Dame, ma dame, dame Phelipe par la grace de Diu, 
Royne Dengletre &c. ses poveres et humbles aunceles 
noufiaynesdePolslow quant quelas pooutde reveren- 
ces et honours emprauntes votre douce pitee que mer- 
cey eyt de notre graund povertee. Notre tresnoble 
dame nos avoms recu vos lettres par les qeles uos 
entendoms que votre voluntee sereit que nos re- 
cuixssoms Johanete de Tourbeuyle entre nos come 
Soer de la meson a prenre le certem d'une nonnayn 
en seculer habite : de qiel chose, tresdeboneire Dame 
par la mour de Dleu et sa Mere prengez pitee de nos 
si vos plest: gar certeynement unqes nule Royne tiel 
chose ne demaunda de notre petite meson avant, bors 
Convent que par avanturefaire le soieyent des autres 
mesons qui furent foundees par les Rois et tient en 
chief deaux. Mes ceo ne fesons nos mie dount il nos 
poise: et sil plesoit a votre d ebone ire' ha u teste de 
savoir de notre simple estat, nos sumes si poveres, 
Diu le siet, et tot le pois que quant que nos avons^ 
ne suffit mie a petite sustenaunce de no's qui devons 
faire de jour et de nuit le. Service Dieu. — Si par eyde 
des amys noun ne ny puissoms estre chargees de 
Seculiers sauns abregier le noumbre de nos Reli- 
giouses en enieunsement de servise Dieu et par in- 

de perpetuel de notre powere Mesoun. Et nos 

esperons fermement en Dieu et en votre graund 
bounte que ia a mal ne prenrez, si tiel chose ne se 
face en peril de nos almes ; gar de entreir et accom- 
mencier tiel novele charge en si petit liu qui dureyt 
et seroit trop graunt peril de Votre alme, ma Dame 
vers JDieu. Deynt Diu vos defend par sa grace 
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Notre tresbenette Dame, Dieu vos doynt bone vie'et 
longe et plesaunte de ly et aide et alegemeut de nos 
et autres poveres servantes de Dieu en terre et mont 
aoreyoms graund joie faire vos comaundemens si 
Dieu nosotreast )e po$r. 



Bishop Grandisson's letter to the Queen, on 

the same subject. 

See 1. Regist. fo. 69. 

Cher Sire, Nos avons recu et entendu vos lefties 
pour Johanete de Tourbeuyle votre Cosine & Diu 
siet, que la volunte ne nous faut mye a faire vos 
requestes. Mes purceo, Sire, que les povers Dames 
de Polslogh netienent rien si de espiritantee noun, et 
nos lour sumes en lui de Patron, mont nos tournereit 
a graunde reproeste, si en notre noveaute assen-, 
tissoms a cbarcheir si povere Meson de sustenaunee 
de nule femme qui seit, especiapment en seculer 
habite et plus faet a chargeir. Si tiel chose fiust, ore 
de novel acomence, si seriet toz jours mes chalaunge 
en perpetuel servage de celes qui uncore sunt 
fraunches quant a ceo, qui sereit a outrage grand 
peril a tous ceaux qi le feissont ou procurassent. Et 
pouroeo, cher Sire, si vos plest, nos eiez excuse de 
ceste chose et ostez vos meymes de cele pensee et 
pour lamour de vos a qui nos sumes mont avaunt 
tenuz. £t pour mounstrer que nos ne nos feyngoms 
mye, ordinez, sil vos plest, par aillours de son estat 
et nosymettrons mont voluntiers purenient de notre 
bien resonablement ; gar ceo poums nos sauvement 
faire votre volunte. Chere Sire, nos voillez maundeir 
favorablement ; gar prest serons nos touz jours de 
faire a notre poer< 



(/) Referred to from p. 18. 

TJie Grant of Polslo to Sir George Carewe 

and Mary hts wife.* 

HENRICUS Octavus Dei Gratia Anglie et Francie 
Rex, Fidei Defensor, Dnus Hibemie et in terris 
supremum caput Anglicane Eeclesie, oibs ad quos 
presentes litere pvenerint Salutem, Sciatis qu6d bos 
in consideratione bbni, veri et fidelis servitii- qd 
dilectus servus noster Georgius Carewe, Miles, ante 
bee tempojra nobis fecit, ac pro certis aliis causis nos 
ad presens specialiter moventibus, de gratia nostra* 
speciali ac ex certA scientia et mero motu nostris, 
dedimus, concessimus ac per presentes damns -et 
concedimus eident Georgio Carevie et Marie uxori 
ejus, totam Domum et Scitum nuper Monasterii sive 
Priorattis de Polsloo in Com. nostro Devon, aucto- 
ritate Parliarxieuti suppressi et dissoluti, Ac omnia* 
messuagia, domos, edificia, horrea, columbaria, 
stagna, vivaria, ortos, pomaria, gardina, terram et 
solum nostra tarn infra quam extra ac juxta et prope 
scitum, septum, ambitum, circuitum et precinctum 
dicti nuper Monasterii sive Prioratfts de Polsloo ex- 
istentia, Ac totum Manerium nostrum de Polsloo cum 
suis juribus, membris et pertinentiis in dicto Com. 
nostro Devon, dicto nuper Monasterio sive Prioratui 
dudum pertinentibus sive spectantibus, ac parcella 
possessionum inde existentes, Ac oia maneria, grangia, 
molendina, messuagia, terras, tenementa, prata, 
pascua, pasturas, redditus, reversions, servicia, 
annuitates, sursumredditiones quibuscumque dimis- 
sionibus et concession ibus reservatas, aquas, piscaria, 
liberas warennas, feoda militum, feodi firmas, es~ 

chseta, relevia, beriota ac alia proficua, jura, com- 

. . - » < '■■■»» ■ . ~ . i — in i ...I 

* £ Colleen. MSS. Joannis Jones, de Franklyn, Arm. 
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modi fates, possess! ones et hereditaments nostra qoe- 
cumqne com pertinentiis, 'situata jacentia vel exis- 
tentia in Paroehft de Hevytre in dicto Com, nostro 
Devon, dicto nuper Monasterio sive Prioratui perti- 
fientia sire speetantia ac parcellas possessionum 
ejusdem nuper Monasterii sive Prioratus existentes, 
adeo plene et integre, ac in tarn amplis modo et 
forma, prout ultima Priorissa et nuper Conventus* 
dicti nuper Monasterii sive Prioratfts, aut aliqua 
vel alique Predeeessorum suorum in jure nuper 
Monasterii sive Prioratfts illius, aliquo tempore ante 
dissolucionem ejusdem nuper Monasterii sive Priora- 
ths predicti, maneria, messuagia, terras, tenementa et 
cetera premissa superids specificata, vel aliquam inde 
parcellam, habuerunt, tenuerunt vel gavisi fuerunt, 
habuit, tenuit vel gavisus fuit, seu habere tenere vel 
gaudere debuerunt vel debuit, et ade6 plene et in- 
tegre, ac in tarn amplis modo et forma prout ea oia 
et singula ad manus nostras, ratione vel pretextu 
Dissolucionis dicti nuper Monasterii sive Priorattis 
illius, aut ratione vel pretextu alicujus Actus Parlia- 
ment! vel alio . quocumque modo devenerunt seu 
devenire debuerunt, ac in manibus nostris jam exis- 
tunt seu existere debent vel deberent. Exceptis tame a 
semper et nobis et heredibus et successoribus nostris 
reservatis grossis arboribus et subboscis ac advoca- 
tionibus Ecclesiarum, ac oibs talibus et hujusmodi 
edificiis infra scitum dicti nuper Monasterii, que nos 
ibidem prosterni mandavimus, Habendum, tenendum 
et gaudendum dictum Scitum dicti nuper Monasterii 
sive Prioratfts,. ac prexlictum Maneriutn, terrain, te- 
nementum et cetera oia et singula premissa superifts 
expressa et specificata cum suis pertinentiis univer- 
ses, exceptis pritis exceptis, prefatoGeorgioCarewe, 
nxori ejus ac eorum assignatis ad terminum vite 
&orum Georgii et Marie ac eorum utriusque diucius 
viventis. Reddendo inde annuatim £XXIX. Ills. Id* 
ad festa Annunciatianis Beate Marie Virginis et Sci 
Michaelis Archangel! perequalesporciones annuatim 
solvendas. Et ulterifts volumus et per presentes con- 
cedimus, qu5d nos, heredes et successores nostri de 
tempore in tempus acquietabimus, exonerabimus, 
et annuatim defendemus dictos Georgium Carewe et 



XII 

Mariam ac eorum Assignatos, versa* quascumque 
alias personas, de omnibus et omnimodis feodls, an- 
nuitatibus, serviciis quibuscumque de predictis ma- 
neriis, terris, tenement's et ceteris premissis exeun- 
tibus seu solvendis, vel superindfe oneratis, preter- 
quam de redditu supSrius per presentes reservata, et 
preterquam versus Georgium Manerying. BaUivum 
Monasterii predict], pro feodosive annuali redditu 
LIIls. lVd. pro executione officii Ballivatus predict!. 
Proviso semper qu5d predicti Georgius et Maria 
omnes domos et edificia premissorum de tempore in 
tempus reparabunt et sustentabunt et manutenebtint 
durante termino predicto, ad qnas quidem repara- 
ciones volumus ac per presentes concedimus quod 
idem Georgius et Marie de tempore in tempus habe- 
bunt et percipient sufficientem maremiem super pre- 
missis per Supervisorem supremum aut aliura Officia- 
riorum nostrorum pro tempore existentium, assignan- 
dam at deliberandam. Volumus eciam, per presentes 
concedimus quod benfc licebit prefatis Georgio 
Carewe et Marie ac eorum Assignatis habere et per- 
cipere de et super premissis, per supervisionem et 
assignationem Supervisors et aliorum Officiariorum 
nostrorum Premissorum j)ro tempore existentium, 
competentem et sufficientem hedgebote, firebote, 
ploughbote et cartebote super premissis et non alibi, 
aanuailm exercendum et oecupandum durante ter- 
mino predicto. Et ulterius de uberiori gratia nostr& 
damus et concedimus per presentes prefatis Georgio 
Carewe et Marie omnimod exitus, redditus, reven- 
ciones et proficua predicti Manerii, terre, tenementi 
et eeteforum omnium et singulorum premissorum su- 
periusexpressorura et specificatorum cum pertinen- 
tiis, a festo Sci Michaelis Archangeli ultimo preterito 
quousque provenientibus sive crescentibus. Haben- 
dum eisdem Georgio et Marie et eorum assignatis ex 
dono nostro, absque compoto seu aliquo alio proinde 
nobis, heredibus velsuccessoribus nostris quoquo mo- 
do reddendo, solvendo vel faciendo, e6 qu&d expressa 
mentio de vero valore annuo aut de certitudine pre- 
missorum, sive eorum alioujus, aut de aliis donis sive 
concessionibus per nos prefatis Georgio Carewe et 
Marie uxori ejus ante hec tempora factis in presen- 
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tibuS minime factis existit, aliquo Statuto, aut ordi* 
natione sea provisione aut aliquk alia re, causa vel 
materia quacumque in aliquo non obstante. In cujus 
rei testimonium has literas nostras fieri fecimus 
Patentes. Teste Ricardo* Ryche, Milite, apud West- 
monasterium I. die Februarii, Anno regni nri XXXII. 



* This gentleman was Speaker of the House of Commons and Chancellor 
of the Augmentation Court :— See Lord's Journals. 
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(0) Referred to from p, 28. 

Form of the Oath taken by the Precentor 
and Vicars of Credit on : — and Inventory 
of the church ornaments there. 

Ego N. Precentor Kcclie Collegiate Sancte Crucis 
Crediton, debitas, antiquas et approbates consuetu- 
dines ac statu ta illius Ecclesie, quantum ad me atti- 
net, fideliter observabo, et ero fidelis confratribus 
Canonicis meis universis et singulis, preteritis, pre- 
sentibus et futuris : secreta Capituli ad dampnum ip- 
sius vel alicujus de Capitulo non revel abo. Sic me 
Deus adjuvet et hec sancta, &c. Regist. Redman, fo, 4. 
A Canon's oath was the same, mutatis mutandis. 
Form of the Vicar's oath.— Regist. Veysey, % 20. 
Ego N. juro qudd ero obediens Preoentori et Ca- 
pitulo Ecclesie Collegiate de Crediton, et eidem 
Ecclesie fidelis. Et qudd ordinationes et statuta 
Ecclesie predicte, quatenus me concernunt, pro 
posse observabo. Et qu6d secretum Ecclesie in 
dampnum ejusdem non revelabo. Et qu6d non dis- 
cedam a Collegio predicto ad commorandum alibi, 
priusquam Precentorem et Capitulum de meo discessu 
per spatium sex mensium premonebo. Sic me Deus 
adjuvet, &c. 

The following memorandum is copied from Regist. 
Veysey, fo. 30-31. 

Here after folowe the how many cots with juelles, 
upon them to, perteynnyng to the. Holy Roode, 
vowyed by Sir Richard Eryngton, Chaunter ; Sir 
Walter Muggs, Thresaurer ; Robert Froste, Chanon ; 
and Mr. John Holwell, Parson of Tettburne ; and 
Sir William Renawdon, Vicar Chorall, the 3d daye of 
Maie, A.D. 1524. 

Imprimis a cote of blewe vellvett with Damaske 
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flowrs with 8 gylte crosse, 2 brode arowys, 4 silver 
bokkyll, and 93 ryngs all gylt — 146 grotts, one of 
them slen gylte over— an ymage of silver in a plate — 
a plate lyk a trewelove. 

Item a cote of sylver with the lilly pott in the 
mydds ; and in ony side a byrde with a gyrdle — the 
cross blewe with 25 great gylte barrs, 42 small barrs, 
gylte with the bokyll and pendent of the same. 

Item a gyrdle, the Crosse goolde with bokyll and 
pendent of the same all gilte. 

Item a gyrdle, the crosse blakke with 12 great 
barrs and 32 small barrs clene sylver with bokyll and 
pendent. 

Item a pay re of Beedsall sylver, with 53 Ave Marys 
and 6 Pater Nosters. 

Item a brooche of Goolde and on of silver — a sil- 
ver bokyll without a tong. 

Item a gyrdill the crosse redde with 40 barrs of 
sterrs and glite, 4 lackyng theyr bedds with bokyll 
and pendent. 

Item a shypp of sylver. — Item a barte of silver, 

Item a cote of crymsen velvet algyd about with 
letters powderde with a blewe gyrdill of 41 barrs all 
gilte with bokyll and pendent to the same. 

Item a gyrdell, the crosse goolde with bokyll and 
pendent ail gilte. 

Item a paier of corell bedds with 20 silver stones. 

Item a paier of sylver bedds, 55 stones. — Item 3 
grotts. 

Item a paier of corell bedds with 8 crosses of 
goolde and a lytle stone of gold and 3 stons of sylver 
and gylte. 

Item a gyrdell, the crosse redde with 24 barrs all 
gilt, the bokkyll and the pendent. 

Item 4 Crucifixis of sylver and gilte. 

Item a staffe and scryppe of Seynt James. 

Item an owcbe of goolde— agoolde ryng — a fikrwre 
of silver and gylte like a crosse. 

Item 3 Agnus Dei, the on with a crucifix ys in him 
— a thyrd pece of silver with a crosse. 

Item a cote of silver, the grownde blewe/ 

Item a grene gyrdell with 35 bars all gilte with a 
long bokyll and a pendent. 
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Item a redde gyrdell, with 24 barrs all gilte bokyll 
and pendent. 

Item a grene gyrdell of 41 barrs all gilte with crook 
and pendent havyn a long chayo. 

Item a pair of corall beeds wMh a eleven stones 
gilte. 

Item a green gyrdell with 21 bars and gilte, three 
of them lackyng theyr hedds with bokyll & pendent. 



Jocalia ponderata more Aurifabrorum 20 die Maii 
A. D. 1524, presentibus Dominis Ricardo Eryngton, 
Precentore ; Waltero Mugge, Thesaurario ; Roberto 
Ffroste, Canonico ; et Georgio Mason, Decano ;. et 
Johanne Holwell, Rectore de Tettburn ; sequentia. 

Oz. dwt 

Imprimis a cross of silver gilt, and amelid 
with oaken leaves, ponderyng • 56 

Item 2 bason parcell gilt with roses in the 
mydds I : 39| 

Item 2 candelstykks of silver, parcel gilte 
with Lyons hedds -. 96 

Item a foote of a crosse hole gilte with 
imagery, viz. of Angells in the same ..*• 103£ 

Item a Conser et percell gilte of silver ... 28 

Item another Censer of silver Liberds 
hedds 22§ 

Item a shyppe of silver parcell gilte cum 
sculpture in coopertorio ;. 16J 

Item another shyppe of silver parcell gilte 
with a Lyberd's hedd , 16J U 

Item an other Pyxe of silver, hole gilte 
with crucifix in the topp 17 

Item a Monstrate, silver, hole gilte with 
a berali in the mydds and a crucifix in the 
topp : 37| 

Item a double standyng crosse, with a 
crucifix in the mydds for reliques of silver 
and hole gilte 10 

Item 2 Gospelers with plates silver and 
gilte with Mary and John on the on of 
themme......... * 
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oz. DWtf. 
Item 6 chales : on ys all goolde with the 

Patent of goolde ponderyng . .., 15 10 

N. B. This chales valewyd at £22. 

Item a chales of silver hole gilte and a pa- 
tent to the same. 28 

Item an other chales of silver parcell gilte 
and his patent 13 10 

Item an other chales of silver, parcel gilte 
and his patent . 11} 

Item an other chales of silver and patent 
parcel gilte ... 15 

Item an other chales and patent of silver 
and parcell gilte 17 

Item 2 candelstykks of silver and parcell 
gilte , 57 

Item, a rodde of iron platyd over with 
sylver • * 

Item a rownd Pixe of silver for the sacra- 
ment hole gelde 13? 

* The value of this Article is not stated in the Register. 
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(A) Referred to from p. 43. 

King John?* Charter de Libertatibus Com— 

taltis Devonue. 

Ex Regist. Stapeldon, fa. 152. 

Memorandum, qudd-CartaOriginalis Regis Anglie 
de Libertatibus Comitates Devonie manet in custodia 
Abbatis et Convenes Tavestoeh sub hac formA 

" HENR1CUS Dei gratia- Rex Anglie, Dominus Hi- 
bernie, Diix Normannie, Aquitsmie et Comes Ande- 
gavie, Archiepiscopis, Episcopis, Abbatibus, Priori- 
bus, ComUibus, BaTonitms* Justiciariis, ForestarHs, 
Vicecomitibusj Prepositisj Ministris et omnibus- Bal— 
livis et Fidelibus suis* Salutem : INSPEX4MUS car- 
tam quam Dominus Johaqnes Rex, Pater noster; 
fecit omnibus hominibus de iotk Devon in hac forma. 

JOHANNES, Dei gratia, Rex Anglte, Dominus 
Hibernie, Dux Normannie et Aquitanie, Comes Ande- 
gavie, Archiepiscopis, Episcopis, Abbatibus, Priori- 
bus, Comitibus, Baronibus, Justiciariis, ForestarHs,. 
Vicecomitibus. Preposiiis, Ministris et omnibus Bal- 
livis et fidelibus suis, Salutem. Sciatis nos defores- 
tasse totam Devoniam cum omnibus que ad Forestam 
et ad Forestarios pertinent usque ad metas antiquorunv 
regard or urn de Dertemorfr et Exemorfc, que regarda 
fuerunt tempore Regis Henrici primi : ita qudd tota 
Devonia et homines in ek manentes et heredes eorun* 
sint deafforestati omnind et quieti et soluti de nobis 
et heredibus nostris imperpetuum de omnibus que ad 
Forestam etad Forestarios pertinent* Exeepti&duahusr- 
Moris prenominatis, scilicet, Dertemora et Exemora, 
per predictas metas. Volumus eciam et eoncedimus 
qudd predicti homines de DevoniH et beredes eorum 
habeant consuetudines infra Regarda Morarum ilia- 
rum, sicut habere consueverant tempore predicti Regis* 
Henrici, facieudo inde consuetudines, quas inde facere- 
tunc consueverant et debuerant, Et qu6dliceat eis 
qui voluerint extra predictas metas essartare, parcos 
facere, omnimodam venationem capere, canes, arcus^ 
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et sagittas et alia omnimoda arma habere et saltatoria 
facere, nisi in Divisis predictarum Morarum, ubi non 
poterunt saltatoria vel haias facere. Et si canes 
eorum excarreriot in Forestam nostram, volumus 
qu5d ipsi inde deducantur sicut et alii Barones et 
Milites inde deducuntur, qui sunt deafforestati etqu6d 
marchiant alfbi foreste nostre. Et volumus qudd 
unus turnus Vicecomitis tantum fiat per annum in Co- 
mi tat u Devonie, et ille turnus fiat post festum Sancti 
Michael is ad inquirendum Placita Corone et alia que 
ad Coronam pertinent cum occasionibus aliarum fa- 
ciendis, et qudd plures turnos non faciat, nisi pro 
placitis Corone cum eveniunt attachiandis cum Coro- 
natoribus et pro pace assecuranda ; ita qudd in itinere 
suo nichil capiat ad opus suum. De personabus 
yero que capte fuerint in Comitatu Devonie, de quibus 
Vicecomes habeat potestatem eos replegiandi et quo- 
rum plegiagium Comitatus Devonie voluerit super se 
capere : volumus et concedimus qudd per consilium 
eorum replegientur ; ita qudd per odium vel occa- 
sionem Vicecomitis ulterius in Prison^ non detinean- 
tur. Et si Vicecomes injuste gravaverit predictos 
homines Devonie et indfe convictus fuerit, jacet in 
misericordiam nostram et nos de eo misericordiam 
capiemus et alium Vicecomitem eis substituemus, qui 
eis bene et legaliter tractabit 

Teste, Domino Hereberto, Sarum Episcopo 

Galfrido filio Petri, Comite Essex 

Baldewino, Comite Albemarlie 

Willelmo, Comite de Fferariis 

Henrico, Comite Hereford 

Willelmo de Braos 

Hugone de Nevill 

Willelmo Briwerr 

Simone de Pates hull. 
Datum per manum Domini S. Cicestr. electi, apud 
Wynton XVI 1L die Maii, Anno Regni nostri V. 

NOS autem concessiones predictas ratas habentes 
et gratas, eas pro nobis et heredibus nostris conce- 
dimus et confirmavimus, sicut Carta predicti Domini 
Johannis Regis Patris nostri plenius et liberius tes- 
tatur : hiis Testibus, 
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Venerabili Patre Waltero Ebor. Archiepiscopo,* 
Anglie Primate 

Petro de Sabaud 

Magistro Willo de Kilkenny, Archdiae Covetr 

Bertramo de Croll 

Rlcardo de Grei 

Jobanne de Gre 

Roberto de Bustegs 

Gileberto de Segue 

Roberto Walerand 

Barthol. Peech. 

Roberto d6 Noreis 

Willo.de Cheemy 

Johede Genres et aliis. — Datum per man am nos- 
trum apud Wyndeleshoure XXV April is, anno Regnf < 
uostri XXXVII." 

Et nos, W ALTERUS, permissione Divin& Exon 
Episcopns, existentes London, et videntes dictam 
oiigraalem Cartam in manibns cujusdam Thome Neu- 
legyn, clerici dicti Abbatis, (cum ipsft Original! per 
fratrem Robertnm Champeaux ttinc Abbatem Tavis- 
tochie, London, ut dicebat, missi) Transcfriptnm sen 
€opiam rpsius ut superscribitur, nobis fieri fecimu& 
VIII. die Octobris, Anno Domini MCCCXX et regni 
Regis Edwardi, filii Regis Edwardi, XIV. et in hoc 
nostro Registro rescribi ad pleniorem memoriam 
futurorum. k 
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Referable lo p. 41. 

% X)arta Abbatia* Tavistock, temp. Hen. If. 

E Libro Nigro Scaccarii, a Hear ne, vol. l.p. 117. 
-edit. Lond. 1771. 

Venerabili Domino suo Henrico, Anglorum Regi 
nobilissimo, WALTERUS, Dei gratis, Tavistoch- 
iensis Ecclesiae Minister humilis, fideles orationes 
in Christo 

Noverit Celsitudo vestra de tenura Militum nostro* 
wm, quantum inde sollicitus inquirendo scire potuit 
parvitas nostra, quod eo anno et die, quo inclytus 
Rex H. avusvester, vixit et viam universa carnis in- 
gressus est, tenuerunt de paupercul&domo nostra ; 

Ricardus de Alneto feodum. IIII. Militum 

Rogerius Cornutus feodum. II. Militum. 

Radulfusde Oskerevill feodum. II. Militum. 

Willelmus de tribus Minetis feodum. III. Militum. 

Reginaldusde Liddeton feodum. II. Militum. 

Galfridus de Lege feodum. I. Militis et dim. 

Willelmus Gurdet feodum dimidii Militis. 

Hugo de WichA feodum. I. Militis. 

Robertas JDacus feodum dimidii Militis. 

Willelmus de Crievebere feodum dimidii Militis. 

Postea vero, in tempore gwerrae, de Do t minicis terris 
"Ecclesiae nostras, quas ei bonse memoriae Henricus 
Rex, Avus vester, restituit perjusticiam suam etper 
-Cartas, quas habemus, et quas audivit aliquaado ex- 
cellentia vestra, 

Ricardus de Colevill feod. I, Milit. 

Galfridus de Lega et Willelmus filius ejus feodum 
dim. milit. ab Ecclesia extorserunt. 

Dilatet Dominus regnum vestrum,. etlongo. tem- 
pore conserved 
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(i) Referred to from p. 46. 

Patent of King Henry VIII. creating the 
Abbot of Tavistock a Lord of Parliament. 

Rot. Pat. 5. Hen. Till. part. 2.M. 22. 

HENRICUS, &c. Sciatis qudd, certis considera- 
tion ibus nos specialiter moventibus, et ob specialem 
devotionem, quam ad Beatam Virginem Mariam 
matrem Christi,. Sanctumque Rumonem, in quorum 
h on ore Abbatia de Tavistoke, quae de fundatione 
Nobilium Progenitorum no>s(rorum 9 quondam Re- 
gum Anglisp, et nostro Patronatu dedicata existft, 
gerimns et babemus; hinc est quod de gratis nostra 
speciali, ac ex certk scientia et mero motu nostris, 
voluntas eandem Abbetiam slve Monasterium nos- 
trum gaudere honore, privilegio, et libertatibus Spi- 
ritualium Dominorum Parliamenti nostri, Hseredum 
et Successorum nostrorum ; ideo concessimus, et per 
praesentes concedimus pro Nobis, Hasredibus et Suc- 
cessoribus nostris, quantum in nobis est, dilecto 
nobis in Christo, Richardo Banham, Abbati de Tavi- 
stoke pnedicto et successoribus suis, ut eorum quili- 
bet qui pro tempore ibidem fuerit Abbas, sit et erit 
unus de Spiritualibus et Religiosis Dominis Parlia- 
menti nostri, Haeredum et Successorum nostrorum, 
gaudendo honore, privilegio ac libertatibus ejusdem ; 
Etinsuper, de uberiori gratis nostr A, affecfando uti- 
litatem digti nostri Monasterii, considerando ejus 
distantiam, ita qudd si contingat aliquem Abbatem 
qui pro tempore fuerit,. fore vel esse absentem propter 

Frsedicti Monasterii utilitatem in non veniendo ad 
arliamentum praedictum Hseredum vel Successorum 
nostrorum, quam quidem absentiam eidem Abbati 
pardonamus per prassentes; ita tamen quod tunc 
solvet pro hujusmodi absentid cujuslibet Parliamenti 
integri, in nostro Scaccario, suumper Attornatum, 
T, Marcas Nobis Haeredibus sive Successoribus nos- 
tris toties quoties hoc in futurum contigerit. In 
cujus, Ac— Teste, Ac. XXIII, die Januarii, &c. 
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(A) Referred to from p. 46. 

Hull of Pope Leo X- to Richard Banham, 

Abbot of Tavistock. 

Ex. 2. Regist. Veysey, pp. 45, & seq. 

LEO, Episcopus, Servus Servorum Dei, ad per- 
petuam rei memoriam. Decet Romanum Pontificem 
in Apostelioe Dignitatis speculA constitutum, Fi- 
delfam persouarum qu,arumlibet presertim Religiosa- 
rum votis (ex quibus, Monasteriorum et aliorum 
locorum piorum omnium prospero statui, ipsarumque 
personarum inibi sub suavi Religipnis jugo Altissimo 
^amuiancium, paci et tranquillitati consulit) Uben- 
4er annuere et ea que propterea per Predecessores 
suqs Romanos PonUfices providA ordtaatione facta 
fuerint, approbare et ianovare, ute6 firmius illibata 
persistiapt, quo frequentiori suo iuerint presidio pro 
tempore ^stabilit*, aliaque uberius adjicere prout per- 
sonarum prefatarum exposcit devotio, et id in Do- 
mino conspicit salubriter expedire. Dudum siquidem 
a felicis .recordation's QELESTINO Papa Tertio 
Predecessore nostro, emanarunt litere ienoris subse- 
quent}* « CELEST1NUS Episcopus, &e."* 

Cum autepa sicut exhibita nobis nuper pro parte 
dilectorum filiorum RICARDI moderni Abbatis et 
ConventusJMonasterii Beate Marie Virginia et Sancti 
Rumoni de TavistochiA, Ordinu predict?, Exop. Dioc, 
in Com. Pevon, petitio conUnebat^ipsi^ui.msignum 
jpercepte Libextatis dictos tres aureos Camere Apos- 
tolice aanis persolv^re singulis consueverunt, Literas 
pr.efetas, ne ;suecessu tempo ris impugnationi sub- 
jaceant, ipsi ab indebitis molestationibus et perturba- 
tionibns sublevati, continue pace et tranquillitate frui 
ac sub Regularis Discipline observantiA, quietius & 
liberius Domino in ejus beneplacito famulatum exhi- 
beri possint, approbari et innovari ac preCatum 

' • - — ■ 

* .This bull was addressed to the Abbot Herbert, 29. May 1193. As it 
may be .seen in Dugdale's Monasticon, I bare not copied it from Bp. Vey- 
sey 's Register. 
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Monasterium cum Priorata de COWYK, Ordinis et 
Diocesis predictorum ac aliis illius Beneficiis etmem- . 
bris, Ricardumque Abba tern, Conventum et Personas 
dicti Monasterii nunc et pro tempore existentes cum 
eorum rebus et bonis mobilibus ab omni jurisdictione, 
dominio, potestate, correctione, visitatione et superi- 
oritate quorumcumque Archiepiscoporum, Episco- 
porum et aliorum Ordinariorum, Judicum eorumque 
Officialium et Vicariorum nunc et pro tempore ex- 
istentmm, ita tamen quod RICARDUS, etpro tempore 
existens Abbas et Conventus dicti Monasterii, in 
siguum percepte & Romana EcclesiA libertatis et 
exemptions, dimidiam unci am auri, viz. XX. solidos 
legal is monete Anglie, dictis tribus aureis inclusis 
seu computatis dicte Camere Apostolice in festo 
Beatorum Apostelorum Petri et Pauli annis singulis 
persolvere omnino teneantur, penttus et omnino de 
novo eximi et totaliter liberari ac sub dicti beati Petri 
et Apostolice Sedis protectione suscipi, illosque et 
ilia nobis et Successoribus nostris ac Sedi predictis 
dumtaxat immediate subjici cupiuntQUAREf)ro parte 
Abbatis et Conventtis predictorum nobis fuit humi- 
liter supplicatum, quatenus literas prediotas appro- 
bare et innovare, ac prefatum Monasterium cum 
Prioratu predicto ac aliis illius beneficiis et membris 
Ricardumque Abbatem. Conventum et Personas dicti. 
Monasterii nunc et pro tempore existentes, cum 
coram rebus et bonis omnibus mobilibus etimmobilibus, 
ab omni jurisdictione, dominio, potestate, correctione, 
visitatione et superioritate quorumcumque Arctaiepis- 
coporumetaliorum Ordinariorum, Judicum eorumque 
Officialium et Vicariorum nunc et pro tempore ex- 
istentium : ita tamen qu6d Richardus et pro tempore 
existens Abbas et Conventus dicti Monasterii in 
signum percepte & Roman& EcclesiA libertatis et ex- 
emptionis, dimidiam unciam auri legalis XX. solidos 
legalis monete Anglie, dictis tribus aureis inclusis 
feeu computatis, dicte Camere Apostolice in festo 
Beatorum Petri et Pauli Apostolorum predictorum 
annis singulis persolvere omnino teneantur, penitus 
et omnino de novo eximere et totaliter liberare, ac 
sub Beati Petri et Sedis hujusmodi protectione «us- ' 
cipere, illosque et illas nostre et Successorum nos- 
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trorum ac Sedis predictorum Protection! du'mtaxaf, 
immediate subjicere, aliasque in premissis oportone 
providere et benignitate Apostalicadignaremnr NOS 
igitur, qui Monasteriorum et iocorum predictorum 
felicem slptum, assiduumque Retigiosarum persoii- 
arum hujusmodi Diviiris laudibus dedicata.rum in 
tranquillitate Altissimo famulatum, *semotis omnibus 
obstaculis, observari et augeri, intensis desideriis 
affectamus, Ricardum Abbatem et Conventual pre- 
fatos ipsiusque ConventAs singulares personas, a 
quibusvis excommunicationis, suspensions et inter- 
dict!, aliisque Ecclesiasticis sententiis, censuris et 
penis a jure vel ab homine quAvis ocoasione vei caus& 
latis, si quibus qqomodolibet innodati existunt, ad 
affectum presentium dumtaxat consequendum barum 
«erie absolventes et absolutos fore censentes, hujus- 
modi supplicationibus inclinati, ex certa nostra 
scientia, literas predietas ac omnia et singula in eis 
contenta, Auctoritate Apostolica tenore presencium 
approbamus et innovamus ac perpetue firmitatis 
roour obtinere et inviolabiliter observari debere vo- 
lumus. Et nibilominus pro cautela prefatum Monas- 
terium cum Prioratu et a! Ms beneficiis et mehibris 
hujusmodi ac Ricardum Abbatem, Conventum et 
personas dicti Monasterii nunc et pro tempore ex- 
istentes, cum eorum rebus et bonis omnibus mobilibus 
et immobilibus ab omnijurisdictione, dominio, potes- 
tate, correctione, visitatione et superior itate quorum- 
•cumque Archiepiscoporum et aliorum Ordinariorum, 
Judicum, eorumque Officialitim et Yicariorum nunc 
et pro tempore existentium predictorum, sic tauten 
qu5d Ricardus et pro tempore existens Abbas et 
Conventus prefati Monasterii in signum recepte & 
Romana EcclesM libertatis et exemptionis hujusmodi, 
•dimidiam unciam auri, viz. XX. solidos legalis Monete 
Anglie, dicth* tribus aureis inclusis seu computatis, 
dicte Camere Apostolice i& festo prefato annis sin- 
gulis persolvere omnino teneantur, penitus et omnino 
eximimus et totaliter liberamus ac sub Beati Petri et 
Sedis hujusmodi protectione suscipimus, illosque et 
ilia nobis et Successoribus nostris necnon Sedi pre- 
v fatis, dumtaxat immediate snbjicimus : ita quod Ar- 
chiepiscopi, Episcopi Ordinarii, Judices, Vicariiet 
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©tfictales predict], quocumque nomine nimcnpenrnr, 
conjunetim veldivisim, in Monasterium, Prioratum, 
Beneficia, Membra, Abbatcm, Conventual et Personam, 
ac Res et Bona huju-smodi tanquam prorsus exemptos 
et exempta, etiam ratione delicti vel contractus ant 
rei de qua ageretur, ubicumque commutator delictum, 
ineatur contractus, aut res ipsa consistat, nullam in 
cos vel ea jarisdictionem, do mini inn vel potestatetn 
quomodx>l*bet exercere, aut excommunicationis, sus- 
pensions >et interdicti, aiiasque *ententias, censures 
et penas in eos .promulgare possint; sed titrmtaxat 
ipse Abbas, Conventus, et Persone dose *querelan«- 
bus coram Sede pre fata ant Legatis vel Subdelegatis 
ejusdem, de Justitia respondere teneantur-; illosqoe 
et ilia exemptos et exempta, susceptos et suscepta, 
ut preferturj fore ac omnes et singulos processus, 
necnon excommunicationis, suspeDsionis et inter- 
dict^ aliasque sententias, censuras et penas, qnos 
et quas, contra exemptiouem, liberationem, subjec- 
tionem et present as literas, in prejudicium exempto- 
rum bujusmodi, baberi, et promulgari, contigerit, 
nulla, irrita et invalida, nulliusque roboris vel mo- 
menti existere Sicque per quoscuinque Judices E<?- 
olesiasticos et Seculares, Ordinarios, Delegatos et 
Subdelegatos, eciam Sancte Romane Ecclesie Car- 
dinales, eciam Legatos, Nuncios, et Causa rum Palatii 
Apostolici Auditores, in RomanA Curia et extra earn, 
ac in quavis instantia, sententiari, decidi, judicari et 
interpretari deberi, sublata eis et eorum cuilibet 
quavis alia sententiandi, decidendi, judicandi et in- 
terpretandi facultate, ac irritum et inane quiequid 
secus super omnibus et singulis premissis a quoquam, 
quavis auctoritate, scienter, vel ignoranter contigerit 
attemptari, decernimus et declaramus, non obstante 
pie memorie INNOCENTII Pape Quarti eciam Prede- 
cessoris nostri circa exemptos que incipit. VOLEN-' 
TES et quibusvis aliis Apostolicis ac bone memorie Ot- 
tonis et Ottoboni* dim in Regno Anglie dictas Sedis 
Legatorum, necnon in Provincialibuset Sinodalibus 



* The Constitutions of tbese Two Legates may be seen in Bp . LyndwoodY 

Provinciate. 
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Consiliis e4itis general ibns et specialtbus Constttotioui- 
l>us et ordinationlbus, no Monasterii et Ordinis pre- 
4ictorum, necnon £cclesiarum Metropolitanarum, 
Episcopalium et aliamm, etiam juramento, confirma- 
tione ApostolicA vel qu&vis firroitate. alia roboratis, 
«tatutisetconstietudtnibus, privilegits quoque, tndultis 
et Literis Apostolicis, Ordinariiset quibusvis aliis 
concessit, ac per nos et Sedem predictam, confirm- 
ative t rnnovatis, quibus eeiain, si de tllis eorumque 
totis tenoribus speoialia, specifics, expressa., tion 
autemper clausula^ generates id importautes, mentio 
seu alia expressio babenda foret et in eis caveretur 
expresse quod lllis non nisi sub cerlls inlbi expressis 
modis et formls aut nullateniis derogari possit, illo- 
rum tenore, ac si de verbo ad verbum presentibus 
insererentur, pro expressis habentes, ill is alias in sno 
robore permansuris, hac vice dumtaxatspecialiteret 
express^ derogamus ceterisque contrariis quibus* 
cumque. VOLUMUS autem qu&d propter exempti- 
onem et alia predicta, (aliis privilegiis, libertatibus, et 
immanitatibus Monasterio et illius Abbati pro tem- 
pore existenti, Conventui et Ordini prefatis concessis, 
confirmatis, innovatisque,' nihilominus in suis plenis 
robore et firmitate permaneant, nullum, prejudicium 
generetur, neque in Monasterii et Priorat&s predic- 
torom, Parochialium Ecclesiarum Visitationibus et 
Procurationibus, tarn earum que ratione Visitationis 
predicte debentur, quam aliarum antiquarum et soli- 
taram procurationum, seu alias, absque Visitatione 
debitarum, ullaten&s derogetur. NULLI ergo omnino 
hominum liceat hancpaginam nostre Absolutions, 
Approbations, Innovationis, Kxemptionis, Libera- 
tionism Suseeptionis, Subjectionis, Decreti, Declara- 
tionis, Derogations, et Voluntatis, infringeie vel ei 
ausu temerario eontraire. Si quis autem hoe attemptare 
presumpserit, indignationem Omnipotentis Dei, et 
Beatorum Petri et Pauli, Apostoiorum ejus, se no- 
verit incursurum. DATUM Rome apud Sanctum 
Petrum, Anno Incarnationis Dominice MDXVII. 
XIV. Calend. Octobris, Pontificate nostri Anno 
quinto. 



(/) Referred to from p. 48, 

Ijiler<£ Paterites Johannis Russell, Militis*, 
Domini Russell, pro Monasterio de Tave- 
slake, in Comitate Derontte.* 

HENRICUS VIII. &c. Omni 
'Nos, ob cerlas causas et consid 
liter moventes, ac io consider 
■acceptabil is servicii nobis per pr 
nostrum, Johannem Russell, 
'Russell, alias dictum- Johanne 
Dominum Russell, ante hse ten 
de gracft nostra speciali, ac ex 
motu nostris, dedimus et cone- 
■scutes, pro nobis, barreilibus et 
damns et conned imus eidem Jo 
Baroni Russell et Dominie. Ann; 
Domum et Scilum nnper Mom 
et Eeclesiffi Heatic Maria' Virgil 
■de Tavestoke, io comitatu nos 
-dissoluti, Et totam Ecclesiam, 
terium ejusdem uuper Monaste 
agia, domos, edificia, gran gi as, 
lumbar ia, molendina, stagua, 
maria, gardina, curtilagia, ten 
lam infra quam extra scitum, 
circuitum et precinctum ejnsdi 
existentes, Actotum Burgumet 
in prsedicto comitatu Devonite 
nostra in Tavestoke, in Com Ha 
jicxia nostra de Hnrdewyk, Mo 
eum suismembris et pertinenct: 
tatu prsedicto, Ac Huudrednm m 
alias dictum Hundred de Tavest 

* E Collectt. MSS. Joonnis Jones, de Franklyn, Arm. 
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thtu; Ac Bart on as sive Gfangias nostras de Hurde- 
wyke, Morwell, et Morwelham, cum suis perlinen- 
eiis in Tavestoke, m conwtatu praedicto, Ac Dominia- 
sive Maneria nostra de Milton Abbott alias dictk 
Milton Legh, Lamer ton, Hele, Brentor, Wykedaver- 
non, Peterstavy, Ottrew alias dictk Otterey, Whit- 
church, et Newton, cum suis membriset pertinenciis 
craiversis, in dicta Comitatu nostro Dfevoniee, dicta 
super Monasterio spectantia sire pertinentia, Ae 
totam Rectoriam et Vicariam nostram de Tavestoke^ 
eum suis juribus et pertinenciis universis, in dicto 
6omitatu nostra Devonian dicto nuper Monasterio 
spectantem sive pertinentem*, Ac totam Rectoriam* 
et Vicariam nostram de Tavestoke, cum suis- 
jnribns et pertinenciis itniversis, in dicto Comi- 
tatu nostra* Devonian dicto nuper Monasterio ap~ 
propriatam, ae spectantem' sen pertinentem, unii- 
cnm omnibus deeimisj.oblacionibus, et proficuis qui- 
Vusctimque eisdem Rectoria&et Vicaria?, sen eoruov 
alteri pertinentibus sive spectantibus, Ac Advocaci- 
onem, Donacionem, liberam Disposicionem, et Ju» 
Patronatus Ecclesiae Prirochialis et Vicaria&de Tave- 
stoke, in dicto Comitatu nostro Devonian, Ac totuni 
Mknerium nostrum de Antony, cum suis membris- 
et pertinenciis universis-, in Comitatu nostro Cornu- 
Kae, dicto nuper Monasterio spectans sive pertihens^ 
Ac omnia et singula messuagia, terras, tenementa, 
grangias, bartonas, molfendina, tofta, cotagia, gar- 
dlna, pomaria, prata, pascuas, pasturas, . boscos, 
subboscos, mariscos, reddftus, reversiones,. servicia^ 
annuitates, redditus, et firmas tenendum et firmari- 
orum nostrornm, communias pasture^ turbariae, ac 
alias communias, ptscarias, jampna, broeras, mineral 
stanni et plumbi, acerta, vasta, moras, feoda miiitum^ 
escaetas, relevia, herietta^ wardas, maritagia, visus 
ftancpiegii, ouvias letae, nundinas, marcata, tolneta v 
catalla, waviata, extrahuras, warennas* villanos et 
nativos cum eorunr sequel is, wreeeunr maris, ac alia 
hereditamenta nostra quaeounque cum pertinenciis* 
in Tavestoke, Hurdwyke, Mylton Abb^t ali&s dictifc 
Milton Legh, Lamerton, Hole, Brentor, Wyke Da- 
bernon, Peterstavie, Ottrew alias dietk Oitrey, Wyt- 
ehurche, Morwell, Morweiham et Newton, indieta* 
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Comitatu nostro Devon iae ac in Antony in dido Ge T 
mi tain nostro Cornubi*, sen alibi ubicumque in eisden* 
Comitatibns, sen in eorum altero, dictis maneriis*- 
grangiis, bartoni?, rectoriae et vieariee, terris, tene- 
ments seu eorum alicui vei quoqao modo spectanfia vef 
pertinentia, ant quae at membra vel paroellae eorandem 
maneriorum, hundredi, bartonarum, gnangiarum, 
rectoriae et vicariae, terrarum et tenementorum,. sea 
eorum alicujus habita, cognita, capta, sive reputata 
existuntaut fuerunt, Ac omnia alia messuagia, terras 
feuementa, prata, pascuas, pasturas, boseos, redditus,. 
reversioner, servicia et hereditamenta nostra quae- 
cumque, cum pertineuciis, in Tavestoke predict^,, 
dicto nuper Monasterio spectantes sive pertinentes, 
Ade6 plene.el in teg re ac in tarn amplis modo et form& 
prout Johannes, nuper Abbas dicti nuper Monas- 
terii, aut aliquis predecessorum suoFum r A-hbatum 
ejusdem nuper Monasterii, in jure nuper Monasterii 
Hlius, aliquo tempore ante dissolucionem ejusdenx 
nuper Monasterii, omnia et singula praemissa superior 
specificata, cum suis pertinentiis, vel aliquam inde 
parcellam, babuerunt, tenuerunt, vel gavisi fuerunt,. 
habuit, tenuit, vei gavisus. fuit, seu habere, tenere^ 
vel gaudere debuerunt aut debuit, et aded plene et 
integrfc, ao in tarn amplis modo et forma, prout ea 
omnia et singula praemissa ad man us nostras, ratione 
et pretextu dissolucionis dicti nuper Monasterii, vel 
ratione et pretextu alicujus Actus Parliament^ vel 
aliter, aut aliquo alio modo, devenerunt, seu devenire 
debuerunt, ac in manibus nostris jam existunt, seu 
existere debent vel deberent. DAmUS eciam, et pro 
consideracione predicts per presentes concedimus, 
praefato Johanni Russell, Militi, Baroni Russell, to turn 
Burgum nostrum de Denbury, ac omnia Maneria de 
Denbury, Plympstok, Woryngton, Cowyke, Bar- 
leigh, Olderich, Cavelynche, Whymple,, Woodman - 
ston, Cristenstowe, Boryngton et Come wood, cum 
suis juribus, membris et pertineuciis universis, ia 
dicto Comitatu nostro Devoniae, dicto nuper Monas- 
terio spectantia sive pertinentia. Ac Manerium nos- 
trum-de Hawkewell, cum suis juribus, membris et 
pertinenciis universie, in Comitatu nostro Somerset^ 
dicto nuper Monasterio spectans sive pertinens 2 Ac? 
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omnia messuagia, terras, tenementa, grangias* bar- 
tanas, molendina, tofta, cotagia, gardina, prata, pas- 
cuas, pasturas, boscos, subboscos, rhariscos, reddi- 
tus, reversiones, annuitates, servicia ac redditus, et 
flrmas tenendum et firmarkminr nostrorum, com- 
munias pasturse, turbaria? et piscarim, an alias eom- 
munias quascumque, mineras stanni et plumbi, ac 
parcos, warenas, acerta, vastav moras, feoda mili- 
tum, escaetas, relevia, herietta, curias letav visus* 
franci plegii ? villanos etnativos cum eorum sequelis, 
nundinas, marcata, tclneta, catalla, waviata, extra- 
huras, catalla felonum et fugitivorum, utlagatorum, 
attinctorum, et felonum de se, ac deodanda, wreccum 
maris, ac omnia alia ha?reditamenta nostra qua?cum- 
que, cum pertinenciis, in Penbury, Plymstoke, Wor- 
fngton, Cowyke, Exwyke, Barleigh, Olderige, Ca- 
velynche, Whymple, Wodmanston, Cristenstowe, 
Boryngton, et Cornewode, ac in Parochia Thome 
Bekket, quondam vulgariter nuncupate Saynt 
Thomas Parisshe extra Portam Oceidentalem Civi- 
tatis Exoniae, in dicto Comitatu nostro Devonian ac in 
Hawkewell in dicto Comitatu nostro Somerset*, quae 
dicto nuper Monasterio, sive praedictis maneriis, quo- 
quo modo spectabant sive pertinebant, ade6 plene 
et integrfe ac in tarn amp lis modo et form&, prout die- 
tus nuper Abbas dicti nuper Monasterii, ant aHquis- 
predecessorum suorum, Abbatum ejusdem nuper 
Monasterii, in- jure nuper Monasterii ttlius, alfquo 
tempore ante dissolucionem ejusdem nuper Monas- 
terii, praedicta maneria, terras, tenementa, et eaetera 
prsemissa cum pertinenciis^ vel aliquam inde parcel- 
lam habuerunt, tenuerunt, vel gavisi fuerunt, habuit, 
tenuit, vel gavifcus fuit, sen habere, tenere, vel gau- 
dere debuerunt, seu debuit, et ade6 plenfc et integrfc 
ac in tam amplis modo et form&, prout ea omnia et 
singula ad manus nostras, ratione et pretextu disso- 
lucionis dicti nuper Monasterii, ant ratione vel pre- 
textu alicujus ActAs Parliamenti, seu aliter vel alio 
modo quocumque, devenerunt seu devenire debuerunt 
ac in manibus nostris jam existunt, seu existere 
debent. PAMUS eciam, et pro consideracione prae- 
dicta, per pra»sentes concedimus praefato Jobanni 
Russell, Militi, Baroni Russell, Adrocaciones Rec- 



xxxn 

toriarum appropriatarum et Don appropriataruinr, 
decimas, oblaciones, obvenciones, porciones, pen- 
sioned, Annuitates, etalia proficua etemolumenta ec- 
clesiarum parochialium de Whitchurch, Lame rt on, 
Milton Abbot aliAs dietk Milton Legb, et Borjngton r 
ao Capellse de Olderige, et Rectorise Ecclesiae Paro- 
ohialis dudtim vulgarher nuncupate Saynt Thomas 
Parysshe extra Portam Occidentalem Civitatis Ex» 
oniae, Et Ecclesiarum Parochialium de Cristenstowe r 
Okehampton, et Sprayton, in dieto Comitate nostra 
Devoniae, Et Ecclesiarum Parochialium de Antony r 
et Peterwyn ali&s dictt Northepetherwyn, in dicto 
Comitatu nostro Cornubiae, quae dicto nnper Monas- 
terio de Tavestoke appropriates, unite sive annexes 
fuerunt, Ac eciam Rectorias appropriatas, Vicarias,. 
decimas, oblaciones, obvenciones, porciones, pen- 
siones et annuitates, et omnia alia proficua et emoiu- 
menta Ecclesiarum Parochialium de Old Donkysweli 
.et Aulescombe, et Liber* Capellae ibidem, in dicto 
Comitatu Devonian, quaB dud&m Monasterio de 
DonkysweU, in dicto Comitatu Devonian, nuper dis- 
soluto, appropriate?, unitae sive annex® fuerunt, Ac 
eciam Rectoriam appropriatam et non appropriatam r 
decimas, oblaciones, obvenciones, porciones, pen- 
siones, annuitates, et omnia alia proficua et enoolu- 
menta Ecclesiae Parochialis de Blakaveton, in dicto 
Comitatu nostro Devoniae, quae dud&m Monasterio de 
Plymptonin eodem Comitatu, modo dissoluto, appro- 
priata, uuita, sive annexa fuit, Necnon Advoca- 
ciones, Donaciones, Presentaciones, Liberas Disposi- 
ciones et Jura Patronatfts Vicariarum Ecclesiarum 
Parochialium de Lamerton, Mylton Abbot alias dicta. 
Milton Legb, Whitechurche, Peterstavy, Okehamp- 
ton, Sprayton, Crystenstowe, Blakeaveton, Boryng- 
ton, Woryngton, Olde Donkysweli, Aulescombe, et 
Capellae ibidem, et Ecclesiae Parochialis quondam vul- 
gariter nuneupatae Saynt Thomas Churche extra 
Portam Occidentalem Civitatis Exoniae, et Capell® de 
Olderidge, et Rectorial et Ecclesiarum Parochialium 
de Virgenstowe, Denbury et Whymple, in dicto 
Comitatu nostro Devoniae, et Vicariarum Ecclesiarum 
Parochialium de Antouy et Pederwyn, alias dicta* 
Nortbpederwyn, in dicto Comitatu nostro Cornubiae- 
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INSURER, ex uberiori gratis nostra special!, ac eft 
certA scientist et mero motu nostris, Damus, et pro 
Consideracione prsedictat per praesentes, pro nobis 
Haeredibns et Successoribas nostris, Cdncedfmus 
prafato Johanni Russell, Militi, Baroni Russell, 
totam Domum et Scitam nuper Monasterii sive Ab- 
bathiae Beatae Mafias Virginis de Dunkyswell, in dicto 
Comitatu nostro Devoniae, modo dissoluti, Ac totam 
Ecclesiam, Campanile et Cimiterium ejusdem nuper 
Monasterii, Ac omnia Messuagia, doinos, edificia, 
grangias, orrea, stabula, columbaria, stagna, vivaria, 
ortos, pomaria, gardina, terrain et solum nostram, 
tarn infra quam extra scitum, septum, ambitum, 
eircuitom et precinctum ejusdem nuper Monasterii 
de Donkyswell existentes, Ac Molendinum nostrum 
aquaticum, duo Gardina et quatuor Curtilagia, cum 
pertinenciis in Olde Donkyswell, in dicto Comitatu 
nostro Devoniae, quae dicto nuper Monasterio de 
Dunkyswell spectabant sive pertinebant, Necnon 
alia quatuor Clausa Terrs arabilis nostra, vocata 
Beyn Crofts, Et unom Clausam Terra? arabilis nos- 
tram, vocatum Yeoman Leysse, Et nnum aliud 
Clausum Terras arabilis, vocatum Debere Crofte, cum 
pertinentiis* continentia in toto per estimacionem 
Septemdecim acras in Dunkyswell, prsedicto nuper 
Monasterio de Donkyswell spectantia sive pertinent 
tia, Ac omnia alia Prata nostra vocata Brytport 
Medowe, Culverheyball, Ley rehouse Mede, Mylbale 
Mede, Churche Haye Mede, Swyne Mede, Synr 
Mede, et Polemede, continentia in toto per estimaci- 
onem viginti quatuor acras, in Olde Donkyswell, 
prsedicto nuper Monasterio de Donkyswell predicts 
simili modo speetan&ia sive pertinentia, Ac omnes 
Boscos costros vocatos Aygewede, Myddelwall, Olde 
Parke et Rugewdod, cum pertinenciis, continents 
in toto per estimacionem quadringentas acra$ bosci, 
in Olde Donkyswell prsedicta, dicto nuper Monas- 
terio de Donkyswell spectantes sive pertinentes, 
Necnon totam illam Giangiam sive Bartonam nos- 
tram, vocatam Bowreheys, cum* pertinenciis, in Olde 
Donkyswell prsedictd, Ac unum Tenenientum* cam 
s pertinenciis, vocatum Bowreheys, Ac omnia alia 
Clausa Terras arabilis nostra, vocata Stonyfeld, 
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Barnyslonde, Crosfeld, Boroughfeld, Parkefelde, 
Smythefeld, Furfelde, Roodfelde, Penfeld, Newfeld, 
Leez, Hegher Maresses Leez, Lower Maresses, Le 
Hedder, Le Mydle Steynt Wood, Le Norther Steynt- 
wood, Trotosdowne, et Shipfeld, cum pertinenciis, 
continentia per estimacionem CCCLXII acras, Et 
anum Pratum, vo cat urn Steyntwode Mede, continens 
in se per estimacionem III acras prati, Ac omnia alia 
Terras, Jampnaet Brueras nostra, vocata Ruffegrey- 
downe et Westdowne, cum pertiaentiis, continentia 
per estimacionem [III acras in Olde Dunkysweil 
predicts, dicto nuper Monasterio de Dunkysweil 
simili modo spectantia sive pertinentia, Necnor* 
totam illam Grangiam et Bartonam nostram de By- 
wood, cum pertinenciis, in Olde Donkyswell pra?<- 
dicta, Ac unum Tenementum, cum pertinenciis ae 
omnia ilia Clausa Terras arabilis nostra, vocata Cade- 
feld, Le Downe Lands alias dictum Tbe Newe Fei- 
dye, Fforehe Felde, Le Inner Fforche Felde, Barns - 
fond, Churchelond, Stony feld, Oxen Leez, et Le- 
Grot ten, cum pertinenciis, continentia in toto per 
estimacionem ducentas viginti et quatuor acras,+Et 
unum Pratum nostrum, voeatuin Bywood Mede, cum 
pertinenciis,- continens per estimaeionem quatuor 
acras, Ac omnia Clausa Moras nostra, cum pertinen- 
tiis, vocata Bywood More et Shotte More, continen- 
tia in toto per estimacionem XXX acras r in Olde 
Donkyswell pvaedicta, dicto nuper Monasterio de 
Donkyswell similt modo spectantia sive pertinentia, 
Necnon totam illam Grangiam et Bartonam nostram- 
de Sheldon in Olde Donkyswell et Sheldon, in dicto 
Coaaitatu nostro Devonian, Ac unum Tenementum, 
ac omnia ilia Claqsa Terrae arabilis nostra, vocata 
Hobyd Ryse Ffurshyll, Lytell Beer Hyll, Great Beer 
Hill, Lez Ferme et Le Gardyne Mede, cum perti- 
nenciis, continentia in toto per estimacionem decern 
acras et dimidhim, Et unam Mo ram, voeatam Le 
Northmore, cum pertinenciis, continentem per estima-. 
cionem duodecim acras in Olde Dunkysweil et Shel- 
don pradictis, Ac unam aliam Moram, cum pertinen- 
ciis, continentem per estimacionem XII acras in Olde 
Donkyswell pradicta, dicto nuper Monasterio de 
Donkyswell simili modo spectantem et pertinentem, 
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Ac etiam totam illam Grangiam et Bartonam nostrara 
de Brad hem by, cum pertinenciis, in Brodehemby in 
dicto Comitatu nostro Devonian, Ac unum Tenement 
turn et omnia ilia Clausa Terrae arabilis nostra, yocata 
Clam pi tt, Cresfeld, Oxenheye, Metlande, Le Great 
Rowden, Les Litle Rowdens, Lodpy tt, Whitbyll, 
Oxenlez, cum pertinenciis, continentia in toto per 
estimacionem dn cent as nonaginta et octo acras Terrae, 
Et omnia iila II Prata nostra, vocata Le Great Mede 
alias dicta The Graange Mede et Lodpy tt Mede, 
continentia in toto per estimacionem XXV acras, Et 
unam Moram nostranf, vocatam Le Roughe Mershe, 
cam pertinenciis, continentem per estimacionem X 
acras, Et. omnes illos Boscos nostras, vocatos Le 
Parke alias dictos Le Grangewode et Le Grove cum 
pertinenciis, continentes per estimacionem XIII 
acras in Brodehemby prapdictfe, dicto nuper Monas- 
t#rio de Donkysweil spectantes et pertinentes, Ac 
omnia iHa III Clausa arabilia nostra, vocata Shap- 
combe felde, cum pertinenciis, continentia per esti- 
macionem C acras Terras, Et totam iliud Pratum 
nostrum vocatum Sbapcombe Mede, cum pertinen- 
ciis, continens per estimacionem viginti et quatuor 
acras, Et totum illud Boscum nostrum, vocatum 
Shapcomb Wood, cum pertinenciis, continentem per 
estimacionem viginti acras jacentem et existentem in 
ParochiA de Luppyt in dicto Comitatu nostra De- 
vonian, dicto nuper Monasterio de Donkysweil simili 
modo spectantem sive pertinentem, Ac omnia et sin- 
gula Messuagia, terras, tenementa, prata, pascuas, 
pasturas, -boscos, subboscos, redditus, reversiones, 
commtmias pasture, turbariee et estoveriorum, ser- 
vicia, firmas tenendum et firmariorum, jampnum, 
brueras, vasta, moras, ac omnia alia haereditamenta, 
proficua, commoditates, jura et possessiones qua?- 
cnmque, cum sois pertinenciis, situata, jacentiaet 
existentia in Donkysweil, Oide Donkysweil, Brode- 
hemby, Luppyt et Sheldon, praedietis, quae dictis 
BaVtonis et Grangiis de Bowreheys, Bywoode, Shel- 
don et Brodehemby, sive earuin elicui spectant vel 
pertinent, aut pro pafcellis earundem Bartonarumet 
Grangiarum sive earum alicujus habita, cognita, sive 
reputata sunt vel existunt aut fuerunt, ade& plene et 



integre, et prout ultimus Abbas dicti nuper Monas*- - 
terii" de Dunkyswel!, ant aliquis predecessorum 
8Uorrrm Abb at urn ejusdem nuper Monasterii,. in jure 
ejusdem nuper Monasterii, dictum scitunrv dicti nuper r 
Monasterii de Donkyswell, ac praedictas grangias, 
terras, tenementa, boscos et caetera prremissa, cum 
pertinenciis ill Donkyswell, Olde Donkyswellj Bro- 
dehemby, Lnppytet Sheldon praedictis, vel aliquam € 
iride parceilam habuemnt, tenuerant vel gavisi fue- 
runt, habuit, tenuit, vel gavisus fait, seu habere r 
tenere vet gaudere debuernnt vel debuit, ac aded, . 
plene et integre, ac in 1am amplis modo et form& 
protrt ea omnia et singula ad manus- nostras rationeet- 
pretextu cnjusqnidam carta dcn&eioiris; cottcessionisr, . 
reddicionis et confirmacionis dicti nuper Abbatis ete 
Conventus ejusdem nuper Monasterii de Donkys- 
well nobis factor, aut ratione alicujus Actus Parlia- 
ment* nuper devenerunt seu devenire debuerunt, aa 
in manibus no sir is jam exi&tunt, seu existere debenfe 
seu deberent. 1NSUPER, ex nberiori gratifc nostra 
speciali, ac ex certe sciencift et merb motn nostris„ 
damus ulterhls, et pro consideratione predicts, con- 
cedimus praefato Joha'nni Russell, Militi, Baroni~ 
Russeft, totum M&nerium nostrum de Blafceaveton* 
- cum suis membrfs et pertinenciis universis, in dfcto 
Com i tat u nostro Devonian,' nuper Monasterio sive- 
Abbatiae Sancti Salvatoris de Torre in eodem Corai- 
tatu nostro Devonia? ihod6 dissoluto spectans- sive~ 
pertinens, Necnon omnia messuagia, terras, tene- 
menta, prata, paseuas, pasturas, boscos, subboscos, 
communias pasturae, aquas, aquarum cursusr, stagna, 
vivaria, molendina, gardina, pomaria, eotagia, tofta r 
grangias, bartonas, terras- dominieales, terras marl- 
scales, mariscos, liberos redditus, reversiones, seiK 
vicia, parcos, efraceas, warennas, acerta, vasta* 
jampna, et brueras r moras, annuitates, firmas tenen- 
dum et firmariorum, feodi firmas, communias pas- 
turae et Hberas piscari&s, liberas faldag, mineras stAiinr 
et plumb?, redditus super quibuscumque dimissionibus. 
reservatos, feoda militum, curiae proficuas, curias 
letarum, visus francplegii, et omnia quae ad maritagia^ 
ae omnia alia jura, jurisdictiones,' commoditates,, 
possessiones et. haereditamenta nostra quaecumquet 



*xxxvn 

*trum pertinenciis, in Blakeaveto-n et alibi in dicto 
<Jomitata nostro Devoniae, dicto Manerio de Blake- 
aveton quoquo modo spectantia vel pertinentia, aut 
-quae ut membra vel paroella ejusdem Manerii habita 
ftive reputata existunt aut fuerunt, aded plane et in- 
4egre, ae in tarn amplis modo et forma, prout Simon, 
nuper Abbas dicti nuper Monasterii de Torre, et ali- 
*juis predecessorum suorum Abbatum ejusdem nuper 
^Monasterii de Torre, in jure nuper Monasterii illius, 
-aliquo in tempore ante dissolucionem ejusdem nuper 
Monasterii praedicti Manerium de Blakeaveton ba- 
'buerunt, tenuerunt vel gavisi fuerunt, habuit, tenuit 
Tel gavisus fuit, seu habere, tenere vel gaudere fle- 
buerunt vel debuit, adeo plene et integre, ac in tarn 
amplis modo et forma, prout ea omnia et singula ad 
Mnanus nostras,, ratione et pretextu ciijusdam CarUe 
donacionis, concessionis reddissionis et confirma- 
*cionis dicti nnper^ Abbatis et Conventus ejusdem 
auper Monasterii de Torre nobis factae, seu ratione 
vel pretextu alioujus Actfts Parliamenti, nuper de- 
venere seu devenire debuerunt, etinmanibus nostris 
jam existunt sive existere deberent. IMSUPER, de 
uberiori gratia nostra special i, ac ex cert& scientia et 
mero mota nostris, damus et concedimns, etpro 
xxmsideracione praedicta, per presentes prd nobis, 
.Haeredibuset Successoribus nostris, concedimus prae- 
fato Johanni Russell, ,Mfliti, Baroni Russell, totairi 
Domum et Scitum nuper Fratrum Praedicatorum infra 
£ivitatem Exoniae, modo dissolutam, Ac totam Ec- 
clesiam, Campanile et Ci,miterium ejusdem DomAs 
jiuper Fratrum Praedicatorum, Ac omnia messuagia, 
domus, edificia, orrea, stabula, columbafia, molen- 
jdina, stagna, ortos, . pomaria^ gardina, curtilagia, 
ternam .et solum nostra, tarn infra, juXta et prope 
scitum, septum, ambitum, circuitum et precinctum 
ejusdem Domils nuper Fratrum Praedicatorum prae- 
dictae existentia, adeo plene et integf b, ac in tarn 
amplis modo et forma, prout ultimus Prior diets 
Domus nuper Fratrum Praedicatorum praedictorum 
aut aliquis praedecessorum suorum Priorum ejusdem 
nuper Domus, in jure nuper Domtis illius aliquo 
tempore ante dissolucionem ejusdem DomAs nuper 
JF ratrum Prdicatorum ilia habuerunt, tenuerunt Vel 
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gavisi fuerunt, habuit, tenuit vel gavisus fuit, seu 
habere, tenere vel gaudere debuerunt vel debuit, 
HABENDUM, tenendum et gaudendum praedictum 
Domum et Scitum dicti nnper Monasterii deTavistok, 
Ac predictum Burgum et Villam de Tavistoke, Et 
omnia Burgagia nostra in Tavistoke predicts Et 
Hundrednm de Hurdewike ali&s dictum Hnndredum 
de Tavistok, Ac praedicta Maneria nostra de Hurde- 
wike, Morewell et Morwelham, Milton Abbot alias 
dictA Milton Legh, Lamerton, Hole, Brentor, Wyke- 
dabernon, Peterstavy, Ottrewe alias Ottrey^Whit- 
churcheet Newton, Ac praedictas Grangias et Barto- 
nas de Hurdewyke, Morwell et Morwelham, Ac prae- 
dictum Maneriutn de Antony, Necnon Rectoriam et 
Vicariam de Tavystoke, Et Advocationem Vicari© Ee- 
clesise de Tavystoke, £t caetera omnia et singula prser 
missain Tavystok, Hurdewyke, Milton alias dicta Mil*, 
ton Leigh, Lamerton, Hole, Brentor, Wikedabernon, 
Peterstavy, Ottrewe alias dicta Ottrie, Whitchurche, 
Morewell, Morwelham, Newton et Antony praedicta, 
praefato Johanni Russell, Militi, Baron i Russell et 
Dotninae ^nnse Uxor! ejus et Haeredibus Masculls de 
Corpore ipsius Johannis Russell, Militis, Baronis 
Russell, legitime prooreatis, TENENDUM de nobis 
Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris In Capite, per 
Serviciam Unius Feodi Militi?, Ac Reddendo inde 
annuatim, nobis Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris 
XXXVI Libras ad Curiam nostram Augmentacionum 
Revencionum Coronae nostra?, ad Festum Sancti 
Michaelis Archangel], singulis annis Solvendas pro 
omnibus Redditibus, Serviciis et Demandis quibus- 
cumque prolnde nobis Haeredibus vel Successoribus 
nostris, quoquo modo, reddendis, solvendis vel faci- 
endis^ Et absque compoto seu aliquo alio proinde, 
nobis Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris, preeter 
redditus et servicia praedictos nobis reservatos, quo- 
vismodo reddendo solvendo seu faciendo, AC HA- 
BENDUM, tenendum et gaudendum praedictum Bur- 
gnm de Denbury, Ac pncdicta Maneria de Denburi, 
Plymstoke, Worhigton, Cowike, Exwike, Barleigh, 
Olderidge, Cavelinche, Whymple, Woodmanston, 
Cristynstowe, Boringten, Cornewood, Hawkewell et 
Blakeaveton, Ac dicta* Rectorias Ecclesiarum de 



Whritechurche, Lamer ton, Mylton Abbot alias dicta 
Mylton Leigh et Borington, Ac dictam Capel- 
1am de Olderige, Et dictam Rectoriam Ecclesi© 
Parochialis dudum vulgariter nuncupatam Saynt 
Thomas Churche extra Portam Occidentalem Civi- 
tatis Exoniae, Etpreedictas Rectorias Ecclesiarum de 
Cristenstowe, Okehampton, Sprayton, Antony et 
Petherwyn ali&s dictk North Petherwyn, Ac eciam 
dictas Rectorias de Olde Donkyswellet Awlescombe, 
ac Capellam ibidem, Ac dictam Rectoriam de Blake- 
4iveton, Necnon praedictas Advocaciones, Dona- 
oiones et Jura Patronatuum Ecclesiarum Parochi- 
alium de Lamerton, Milton Abbot alias *dict& Mil* 
ton Leigh, Whitchurche, Peterstavy, Okehampton* 
Sprayton, Cristenstowe, Blackaveton, Borington, 
Worington, Olde Denkeswetl, Aulescombe et Ca- 
pellae ibidem, Ac dictae Ecclesi» Parochialis extra 
Portam Occidentalem Civitatis Esoniae, Et dictae Ca- 
pellae de Olderige, Et praedictas^ Advocaciones Rec- 
toriarum Vicariarum Ecclesiarum de Virgenstowe, 
Denbury, Whimple, Antony et Petherwyn ali&s dictA 
Northpetheirwyn, Ac praedictam Domum et Scitum 
dicti nuper MbB^sterii de Dunkeswell, Ac praedictum 
Domum et Scitum dictorum nuper Fratrum Praedica- 
torum, Ac omnia et singula praedicta Bartonas, Gran- 
gias, Terras, Tenementa, ae omnia et singula prae- 
missa cum pertinenciis in Denbury, Plympstoke, 
Worington, Cowike, Exwike, Barleigh, Olderige 1 , 
Whymple et Cavelinche, Woodmanston, Cristen- 
stowe, Boryngton, Cornewoode, Hawkwell et Blake- 
aveton, Okehampton, Sprayton, Donkeswell, Olde 
Dunkeswell, Awlescombe, Sheldon, ' Brodehemby et 
Luppytt praedictis, praefato Johanni Russell, Militi, 
Baroni Russell et Haeredibus Masculis de Cor pore suo 
legitime procreatis, TENENDUM de nobis, Hieredi- 
bus et Succsssoribus nostris In Capite, per Servicium 
Unius Feodi Militis, Ac Reddendo inde annuatlm, 
nobis Haeredibus et Successoribus nOstris, CCXLVI1I 
Libras V Solid os ad dictam Curiam nostram Augmen- 
lacionum Revencionum Corona nostras, ad dictum 
Festum Sancti Michaelis Archangeli, singulis annis 
Solvendos pro omnibus redditibus, serViciis et de- 
mandis quibuscumque proinde nobis Haeredibus et 
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Successoribus nostris quoquo mode reddendis, sol* 
vendis vel faciendis, £t absque compoto seu aliquo 
alio proinde, nobis Haeredibus vel Successoribus nos- 
tris, praeter redditusetserviciaprsedictos nobis reser- 
vatos quovismodo reddendo, soivendo vel faciendo. 
ET ULTER1US, de uberiori gratia nostra ac ex 
certa sciencia et mero motu nostris, et pro consider- 
acione praedicta, Damuset per praesentes concedimus 
praefato Johanni Russell, Militi, Baroni Russell, 
Omnia et omnimoda Exit us, Redditus, Revenciones 
et Proficua praediotorum Scituum dictorum nuper 
Monasteriorum de Tavistoke, Donkeswell et .pracdic- 
torum Dora As et Scit&s nuper Fratrum Praedicatorum 
praediotorum, Maneriorum, Grangiarum, Rectoriarum 
et caeterorum omnium et singulorum praemissorum 
superitis expressorum et specificatorum, cum per- 
tinenciis, a Festo Sancti Micbaelis Archangeli Anno 
regni nostri XXX°. hucusque provenientia sive cres- 
centia. HABENDUM eidem Johanni Russell, Mi- 
liti, Baroni Russell, ex donp nostro, absque com* 
poto, seu aliquo alio proinde nobis Haeredibus et Suc=- 
cessoribus nostris quoquo modo Reddendo, soivendo 
vel faciendo. ET ULTERIUS, de ampliori gratia 
nostra speciali, ac ex certa sciencia et mero motu 
nostris, et pro consideracione praulicta, Volumus, et 
per praesentes pro nobis Haeredibus et Successoribus 
nostris, Damus et concedimus praefato Johanni Rus* 
sell, Militi, Baroni Russell, et Haeredibus Masculis 
de Corpore dicti Johanpis Russell, Militis, et Bfp- 
ronis Russell, legitime procreatis, Qu6d idem Jo- 
hannes Russell, Miles, Baro Russell, et Haredes sui 
praedicti, imperpetuum de tempore in tempus, an- 
nuatim habebunt, tecebunt et gaudebunt, ac habere 
tenere, gaudere valeant et possint, ad libitum suum» 
infra praedicta maneria, hundreda, burgagia, et ban- 
tonas, ac omnia et siugula alia praemissa superifts 
expressa et specificata, tot, tanta, talia, hujusmodi 
et consimilia curias letae, visus franciplegii, de omni- 
bus et singulis tenentibus suis, tarn residentibus quam 
non residentibus, et aliis quibuscumque ibidem resi- 
dentibus, Ac omne id quod letam et visum franciple- 
gii, assisam; assaiam panis et cerevisiae, boaa.et 
patalla waviata, extrahuras ibidem con ting-entes, bona 
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fet»e«talla felon 1m et fugitivorum, utlagatorum, at- 

linctorum, felonum de se, deodanda et in exigeido 

posita,. wreccum maris, liberas piscarias, libera* wa- 

rennas, cum omnibus et singulis praedictis maneriis 

et in qu&Libet eorum pareelU, ae commiciones placi- 

torum real] am, personalium, raixtarum, et querela- 

rum, in omnibus curiis Bostris, et tenere omnimoda 

pl&cita et querelas infra Burgum nostrum de Tavi- 

stoke Nmiergentia coram seneschallo et ball i vis ipsius 

J.ohannis Russell et Haeredum suorum praedictorum, 

Ac fines et amerciamenta tenendum suorum, scilicet, 

Infangtbief, outfangthief, retorna brevium, et execu- 

<ciones eorundem, Necnon omnia et omnimoda, tot, 

tanta, talia, hujusmodi et consinulia alia libertates, 

franchesia, jura, jurisdictiones, privilegia, exemp- 

ciones, commoditates, proficua, emolumenta quae- 

<?umque, m omnibus et singulis praedictis maneriis el 

eaeteris praemissis, ac in qu&libet inde parcels, quot, 

quanta, qualia, quae, in eisdem et consimilibis modo 

<et form&, ade6 plene et integre, ao in tarn amplis 

modo et form&, prout dicti nuper Atbates dictorum 

nuper Monasteriorum, aut eorum alicujus, velaliquis 

praedecessorum suorum, Abbatum eorundem nuper 

Mouasteribrum, vel eorum alicujus, in jure nuper 

Monasteriorum iliorum, sive eorum alicujus, aliquo 

tempore ante separates dissoiuciones die to rum nuper 

Monasteriorum, sive eorum alicujus, separaliter ha- 

buerunt, tenuerant velgavisiiuerunt, habuit, tenuit, 

yel gavisus fuit, seu habere, tenere # vel gaudere de « 

buerunt aut debuit, in maneriis praedictis et eaeteris 

prsemi&sis, vel in aliqu& inde parcella, racione et pre- 

textu alicujus donacionis, concessionis vel confirma- 

<uo,njs ? per nos seu aliquem progenitorum nostrorum 

Regain Anglise, praefatis nuper Abbatibus seu eorum 

adicui seu aliquibus eorum predecessorum, quoquo 

modo factae, vel ratione vel pretextu alicujus usAs, 

oonsuetudinis sive prascriptionis, seu aliter quo- 

cumque modo, HABENDUM, levandum, percipi- 

fendum ei gaudendum curias letae et visus franciplegii 

illas, et omne id quodad.letam et visum franciplegii 

pertinent, Necnon eadem bona et catalla waviata, 

bona et catalla felonum et fugitivorum, extrahuras, 

warennas et caetera praemissa superi&s specificata, 
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cum •mnibus et singulis suis pertinenciis, praefato 
Johanni Russell, Militi, Baroni Russell et Haeredibus 
Masculis de Corpore suo legitime procreatis imper- 
petuum, absque compoto seu aliquo alio proinde 
nobis Haeredibus vel Successoribus n ostitis reddendo, 
solvendo vel faciendo. ET ULTER1US, volumus, et 
per prasentes concedimus praefato Johanni Russell, 
Militi, Baroni Russell, et diets Annae Uxor} ejus et 
Hreredibus Masculis de Corpore ipsiqs Johaunis legi- 
time procreatis, qu&d nos Hee redes et Successores 
nostri, dictos Johannem Russell, Miiitem, et Baro~ 
nem Russell, et Dominam Anrtam, Uxorem ejus, ac 
Hseredes Masculos de Corpore ipsius Johannis Rus- 
sell legitime procreatis, de omnibus et omnimodis 
arreragiis et respectibus reddituum, ac annuitatibus 
et corrodiis, ac redditibus omnibus, de maneriis, 
grangiis et rectorHs praedictis, ac de omnibus et sin- 
gulis ceteris praemissis superi&s specificatis, cum per- 
tinenciis, seu eorum aliquo exeuntibus seu solvendis, 
vel super elsdem seu eorum aliquo oneratis vel one- 
randis, Praterquam do serviciis et redditibus, su- 
perils per praesentes nobis resef vatis, Et praterquam 
de redditibus, seiviciis et redditibus siccis jet aliis 
serviciis quibuscumque personam seii quascumque 
personas, de tempore in tempus, exonerabimus, 
acquietabimus et defendemus per praesentes, MAN- 
DANTES enim, et firmiter injungendo praecipi- 
entes, tarn Cancellario et Consilio nostro Curiae 
nostras Augmentacionum Revenciouum Corona? nos- 
tra?, pro tempore existente, quam omnibus Recep- 
toribus, Auditoribus et cseteris officiariis et ministris 
oostris quibuscumque, Qu5d ipsi et eorum qui- 
iibet, super soiam demonstraciouem harum Liters- 
xum nostrarum Patentium, absque aliquo alio brevi, 
warranto a nobis, Haeredibus vel Successoribus nos- 
Iris, impetrando seu prosequendo, pie nam, integram 
debitamque oblaciouem, deduccionem, defalcaci- 
onem et exoner&cionem, praefato Johanni Russell, 
Militi, Baroni Russell et Bominae Annar, Uxori ejus, 
•et Haeredibus Masculis de Corpore ipsius Johannis 
Russell legitime procreatis, de omnibus et omnimodis 
hujusmodi coirodiis, feodis, annuitatibus, redditibus, 
oneribus, arreragiis et respectubus redditfts, de ma- 
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neriis, granglis, rectoriiset eaeteris prcemissis, aut de 
aliqu&inde parcel! a, ut praefertur, exeuntibus vel sol- 
vendis, vel super eisdem seu aliquA inde parte vel 
parcellA oneratis vel onerandis, praeterquam do prae- 
•dietis redditibus et serviciis super ids per praesentes 
nobis reservatis, de tempore in tern pus facient et fieri 
causabunt* de et super solucione dicthannui redditus 
XXXVI Librarum, et dictae annuitatis CCXLV1II 
Librarum V Solidorum, tociens quociens atiqua bu- 
jusraodi altacatio defalcacio seu exoneracio fieri 
oportet, Et has Liters nostra Patentes erunt tam 
dicto Canceliario et Consilio nostro et Curiae nostras. 
Augmentacionum Revencionum Coronas nostras qoam 
quibuscumque receptoribus, auditoribus et aliis offi- 
ciariis ministris nostris, sufficiens warrantum et ex- 
oneracio in h&c parte. EO QUOD expressa mencio de 
vero vak>re annuo aut de certitudine pnemissornm, 
sive eorum alicujus, aut de .aliis donis sire concessit 
onibus, per nos prsefato Johanni Russell, Militi, 
Baroni Russell et Anns Uxori ejus, ante base tem- 
pora factis, in praesentibus minime facta existit, 
Aut aliquo Statuto, actu, ordinacione, provisione 
«ive restrictione, inde in contrarium facto, edito, or- 
dinate sive proviso, Aut aliqufc ali& re, causa vel 
materia qu&cumqae, in aliquo non obstante- IN 
€UJUS REI TESTIMONIUM has Literas nostras 
fieri fecimus Patentes. TESTE M£ IPSO apud 
Westmbnasterium I1II. Die Julii Anno Regni nostri 
XXXI. 
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(#w) Referred to from p. 55. 

*Grant of Forde Abbey, by Hen. VIII. f® 
Richard Pollard, Esq.* 

Hec In dent lira facta inter ExcellentissimumPrin- 
tcipemet Dominant Dominum HENMCUM Octavum 
Dei gratia, <fec. et Ricbardum Pollard, armigerum ex 
altera parte, Testator qudd idem Do mi mis Rex per 
avisamentom <et consensu m Concilii Curie. Augmen- 
tacionum Revenotomim Corone sue, tradidit, con- 
cessit et ad firmam dimisit prefato Ricardo Pollard, 
Scitum nuper Monaster ii de F forde in Com i tat u 
Devonie, modo dissoluti, unacum omnibus domibus* 
-edifieus, oneis, columbariis, oitis, pomariis, £?ar- 
^dinis, terra et solo infra scittrci«t precinctum ejusdem 
nuper Monasterii existentibus, Ae-orrmia ilia terras^ 
r prata «t pasturas Rowepytt, Crosehaye, Ly4le Crose- 
iay, Chepman, Furlongs, Grethowse, Gyffinlong> 
Mewmarlond, Bromehyl], Grettbromehil), Lytle 
Orchard Mede, Swyncroft, Schephowsecroft, Bye- 
3ead, Poulemede, Blakeland, -Horsecrofte, Wode 
llogge Dyche, Newelease, Les Bronectose, H fiere- 
oaores, Hetchoiose, WestfordePark,Neonon parvam 
Vesturam prati voeati Brodmeade in Parochia d« 
Charde in Comitatu pradicto, Ac omnia ilia terras, 
prata et pasturas vocata Townedeane, Grangecroft, 
-Lytle Howe, Plascrete Orchard Mede, Baymore- 
-croft, Litle Park cum le Lodge ibidem, Ac omnia 
£Ua terras, prata et pasturas vocata Butmede, -Sohe- 
pemaysheclose, Glastonbury, Culidmede cum les 
Orchardes et les Pooles ac cum molendino aquatk?©. 
Tradidit eciam EXominus Rex et par avisamentuin 
Ooncilii Curie pra?dicte et ad firmam dimisit pre fa to 
Richardo Pollard totam illam Grangiam vocatam 
Strew Grange cum pertmenciis in Comitatu predicto, 
^dicto nuper .Monasterio dudum spec tan tem et per- 
4inentem, Ac omnia terras, prata et pasturas vocata 

■ ■ i ■ ■ ■ — - — ' ■ ■ i ■ ■■ » i i . ^ 

* E Collect*. MSS. Joannis Jones, de Frankly n, Arm. 



Heckestone Wyll, Heckstonwyburg, Wollat,. Sfrope* 
Majore, Estdowue, Celapytisfeld, CastyJfeW, I'lafc- 
shett, Mounkendowne, Hey ball y Heys, Street Mede r 
Brydgemede, Ghytfeld, Hase croft, Strope Minor,. 
v Laymore, una cam communis et pastura CCC ovkimr- 
super montem de-Bhickdowne ibidem, drcte Grangie* 
s peccant em 1 et per tine n tern: que omnia et singula; 
premissa cumpertineticiisjacent et'ex4stunt rn Fforde-* 
ac in vi\\is> cam pis* parocbiis, hamelettis -ibidem* 
adjacentibus in* dido Comitatu Devonie et predicts 
nuper Monasterio dudum epectabant et per4^neban^ 
ac in manibus, cultura et occnpatiene propri nuper 
Abbatis dicti nuper Monasterii ad usum Hospicii sui* 
ante dissolutionem ejusdem nuper Monasterii, usu- 
alitor reserv&ta et oceupata fuerunt, Exceptis tamen- 
semper etdicto Domino Regi,, Heredrbus et Sueces- 
soribus suis omnfrio reservatis omnibus grossis arbo- 
rrbus et boscis de et super premissis crescentfbus et 
existentibas ac omnibus taiibus et ejusmodi edificiis^ 
infra scitum dicti- nuper Monasterii q«ed ictus Do- 
minus Rex imposterum prosterni et auferri mandavit v 
Habendum et Tenendum predietum Scitum dictfr 
nuper Monasterii acpredictas terra*, prataet pas- 
turas et omnia premissasuperiusspecificata, exceptor 
et exceptis, prefa to Richard o Pollard et assignatis suis» 
& festo Sancti Michael is A rchangeli ultimo^ preterito* 
usque ad finem termini et prx> termine XXI annorunv 
ex tunc proxime sequentinm ae plenarie compien- 
dorum, Reddendo inde annuatimdicto Domino Regi, 
Haeredibus et Successoribus suis £XL1X. Vis. Vld. 
legalis monete Anglie, viz. pro predicto Scitu dicti 
nuper Monasterii ac predictis terris, pratis, pastucis* 
et caeteris premissis, preter Grangiam predictanv 
vocatam Strete Grange et terram ac cetera premiss** 
eidem Grangie pertinentia, «£XXXVIII. lVs» Vld. er 
pro predicta Grangie vocata Strete Grange et ceteris 
premissis eidem Grangie pertinentibtts £XI. Us. ad 
festa Annunciationis B. Marie Virgmis et Sancti Mi- 
chael is A re ha n gel i vel infra unum mensem post- 
utrumque festum riorum ad Curiam predictam pe r. 
equates porciones solvendos durante termino pre- 
dicto. Et predictus Dominus Rex vult et per pre- 
sentes concedit, qu6d ipse, Heredes et Successares*- 
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sui Richardum Pollard et as}ignat6s suos de omiubnt 
redditibus, serviciis et denariorum decimis quibus- 
cumque de premissis, seu egrum aliquo exeuntibus 
seu solvendis, preterquam de redditibus superi&s re- 
servatis, versus quascumque personas de tempore in 
tempus exonerabunt, acquietabunt et defendent, ac 
omnia domos, edificia premissorum in maremio 
tantummodo, de tempore in tempus toties quo ties 
necesse et opportunism fuerit, bene et sufficienter sus- 
tentari et manuteneri facient durante termino pre- 
dicto. Et predictus Ricardus Pollard concedit per 
presentes qu6d ipse etassignati sui omnes necessarias 
reparaciones premissorum, preter maremium predic- 
turn, de tempore in tempus supportabunt et sustine- 
bunt durante termino predicto. Et predictus Do* 
minus Rex ulterifts vult et per presentes concedit* 
qu5d ben£ licebit prefato Ricardo Pollard et aseig* 
natis suis capere, percipere et habere de, in et super 
premissis, per superrisionem et assignationem Super- 
visorum et aliorum Officiarlorum Domini Regis 
ibidem pro tempore exi$tentium, com pe ten tern etsuf- 
ficieutem hedgeboote, fyereboot, plowbowte et 
cartbotte, ibidem etnon alibi expendendam et occu- 
pandam durante termino predicto. In cujus rei Tes- 
timonium uni parti hujus Indenture, penes Ricardum 
Pollard residende, Dominus Rex sigillum suum 
Curie predicte ad hujusmodi scriptum sigillandum 
deputatum, mandavit apponi : alteri vero parti ejus* 
dem Indenture, penes eundem Dominum Regem resi- 
dende, predictus Ricbardus Pollard sigillum suum 
apposuit. Datum apud W est mon aster ium XXVIII 
Octobris, anm> regni dicti Domini Regis XXXR 
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(») Referred to from p. 59. 

Grant by the Abbot Sf Monks of Newenham, 
to the Custos and Canons of the. Collegiate 
Church of * Otter y , of a Yearly Rent Cliarge 
of XIIIs. IVd. temp. Edw. Ill* 

Noverint universi per presentes, Nos F rat rem 
Walterum de la Howse, Abbatem " Monasterii de 
Newenham in Comitatu Devon ie et ejusdem loci 
Conventum, de nostro unanimi as sens a pariter et 
consensu, dedisse, coneessise et hoe present! nostro 
scripto confirmasse pro nobis et suceessoribus nos- 
tris imperpetuum dilectis nobis in Xto Custodi et 
Canonicis Collegii et Kcclesie Collegiate Sancte 
Marie de Otery, Comitates predicti, Quendam Red- 
ditum annuumXKls. IHId. sterlingorum, solven- 
dum eisdem Custodi et Canonicis per man us nostras 
apad Otery, deferendum ad festa Pnrrficationis et As- 
sumptions B. Marie Virginis equis porcionibus sin* 
gulis annis imperpetuum. Et-si contingat predictum 
redditum aretro fore in parte vel in toto, post festa 
predicta, qu6d tunc bene liceat prefatis Custodi et 
Canonicis et eorum Snccessoribns r Nos et Conven- 
tum nostrum apud Newenham et alibi ubicumque m 
omnibus terris nostris, distringere et districtionem 
retinere donee redditus hujusmodi plenarie persol- 
vatur, una cum datnpnisetexpensis, si que fuerint.. In 
cujus rei testimonium, sigilla nostra tarn Abbatis 
quam Conventus presenti scripto apposuimus. 
Datum die tune proximo ante festum Sancte Mar- 
garite Virginis, A. D. MCCCXLIIII et Anno Regni 
Regis Edwardi Tertii a Conquestu XVI1I . 

N. B. It is clear, from the Chartulary of Ghertsey 
Abbey, in Lord Clifford's Library at Ugbrookc, that 
King Edward III. began his reign on the 29th of 
January, 1326. O. S. and not on the 20th January, 
as is frequently asserted. 



* £ Collectt. MSS. Joannis Jones, de FraDkiyn, Arm* 
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• (o) Referred to frorti p. 1 121 

A Composition between the Prior and Con-' 
ttent of Plympton^ and the Prior and 
Canons of Canonsleigh 9 concerning the 
Elections of their respective Priors, it* 
1219. • 

Ex Regist. Bronescombe, fo. 16. 

Hec est amieabilis compositio facta inter Prioren* 
et Conventum de Plympton ex parte una, et Priorem 
et Canonicos de Legh ex altera parte, super control 
vetsiis inter ipsos metis, coram Veaerabili Patre 
S.* Dei gratia Exonie Epiecopo, Scilieet, cum Prior 
de Legh fuerit eligendus, hoc Episcopo Exonie 
debet prenunciari, ut in propria persona per se, vet 
per aliquem alium quern voluerit loco sm destrnare^ 
intersit electioni. Similiter Priori de Plympton debet 
Bunciari, ut ipse intersit electioni si voluerit,. ita* 
tamen qu6d non habuerit vocem in electione, nee 
pen Episcopum, nee per Priorem impediatur, que- 
imnusIHe Prior censtkuatur, quern elegerint Ganon- 
ici de Legh de corpore Ecclesie sue de Legh. Si 
autem non consenserint in aliquem de gremio Ec- 
clesie sue de Legh, . tunc priusquam ad aliquava 
aliam deeurratur Ecelesiam, de Eeelesia de Plympton. 
aliquem sibi eligent in Priorem. Si autem non con- 
senserint (quod absit) in aliquam personam predic- 
tarum Ecclesiarum, de aliqua Converituali Ecclesie 
ejusdem Ordinis et Regulari, aliquam idoneam per- 
sonam in Priorem sibi assument. Ex quo autem 
fuerit ibi Prior secundum sapradictura modum elec- 
tns et per bxonie Episcopum confirmatws, habefat 
plenam potestatem •Canonieorort recipiendorum et 
regendoruul et plenam ad ministrationem omnium ad 
Ecelesiam de Legh pertlnencium. Pretered. Prior de 

* Stmots de Abulia, who presided in the See of Exeter from 1214 to 1224- 
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Legh corriget excessus Canonicorum de Legh et alia 
emendabit que fuerint ibidem emendanda cum con- 
sensu Canonicorum suorum. Si autem tantus et 
talis fuerit excessus (quod abeitj ut per Priorem et 
v Canonicos de Legh sine scandalo non valeat emen- 
dari, tunc Prior et Canonici de Legh significabunt 
Priori de Ply mp ton, ut caritative ad domum eorum 
veniatj consilium eis in corrigendis excessibus im- 
pensurus. Et per hanc compositionem sopita fu- 
erunt omnia litigia inter eos pii&s exorta, et omnes 
exacerbatione* et contenciones hujusmodi sunt re* 
misse. Si non per consilium predictorum excessus 
in dietA Domo poterint emendari, Exonie Epis- 
copus, qui pro tempore fuerit, eos secundum Deum 
emendabit. Acta sunt hec Exonie, quarts feri&post 
festum Sancte Trin'itatis, Anno Incarnationis Domini 
MCCXIX, Presentibus Domino Exonie Episcopo, 
Henrico Archidiacono Exonie, R.* Archidiacono 
Tot ton, Radulfo Archidiacono Barnastaple, Magts- 
tris Ysaac, N. Canonicis Exonie et multis aliis. 



■Mta 



* Le Neve could not discover the name of this Atchdoooon. 



(p) Referred to from p. 126. 

Ktyal Grant to William Lord Howard ancF 
Lady Margaret his Wife, of Barnstaple 
Priory. 9. March, 29. Henry VIII. 1531 * 

REX omnibus ad quos &c. Salutem. SCIATIS 
<ju5d rios, in consideracione boui, fidelis et accepta- 
bilis servipii, quod dilectus nobis Willelmos Dominu$ 
Howard, ante haec tempora nobis fecit, Dedimus et 
poncessimus, ac per pnesentes damus et concedimus, 
eidem Willelmo Domino-Howard et Pominee Marga*- 
Tetap 5 Uxor} ejus, Dorqura et Scitum nuper PrioratAg 
Monacborum Sanctse Maris Magdalen® de Baroe- 
jtapoll alias Barstaple* in Comitatu nostro Devonian 
auctoritate Parliamepti suppress* et dlssoluti, Ac 
totam Ecclesiam, Cam pan He et Cimitorium ejusdem 
nuper Prioratfis^ Necnan omnia messuagia, domos,. 
edificia, grangias, orrea, stabula, columbaria, ortos> 
pomaria, gardina, terras et solum nostra, tarn infra 
quam extra scitum, septum, ambitum, eircuitum et 
precinct urn dieti nuper PrforatAs extstentia, eidem 
super Prioratui speetantia et pertinentia ae parcellaa 
hade existentia, Aceciam omnia ilia Maneria nostra? 
de Barnestapoll, Pykon, Strechton et Ingestowe- 
alias Instowe, cum eorum membris et pertinentife- 
trniversis, in Comitatu prsedicto, drcto nuper Priora- 
tui speetantia et pertinentia, Necnon totam Bee- 
toriam nofttram Eeclesioe Parocbialis de Barnestapoll 
cum suis juribtrset pertinentiisuniversis, in Comitatu 
praedicto, diet o* nuper Prioratui appropriatam, spec- 
tantem et pertinentem et Advocaeionem^Donacionenrr 
et Jufr Patronattis ejusdem Ecelesise et Vicariae ibi- 
dem, Ac duo Molendina nostra aquatica, vocata 
Port MyHes, cum pertinentiis in Barnestapoll prae- 
dictft et Pylton in Comitatu pnedicto, eidem nuper 
Prioratui spectantifr et pertinentia, Necnon tnium> 

•*B GollMtt. MSS. JoftonU Jonw, da Frank!;?, Arm. 
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Boseum nostrum, vocatum Monkewode.eum psrtl* 
nentiis in Marwode, Ae totam Boseum nostrum vo- 
eattim Yemewode cum pertinentfis in Pylton, et 
omnia ilia Terras et Tenementa nostra cum pertinen- 
tiis in Ingestowe, in Comitatu prsedicto dicto nnper 
Prioratui spectantia et pertinentia, Necnon unam 
Annuitatem sire annaalem Pencionem Centum Soli- 
dorum exeuntem de VicariA sive Eeclesia de Barne* 
stapol! pra*dict& in Comitatu pr&dicto, quam Vicarius 
ibidem pro tempore existente annuatlm solvere con* 
suevit dicto nuper Prioratui, et unam Annuitatem 
sive aunuaiem Pencionem Centum Solidorum exe- 
untem de Eeclesia sive Recto ria de Georgeham alias 
Ham Saneti Georgii, in Comitatu praedicto, quam 
Rector ibidem dicto nuper Prioratui annuatlm solvere 
consuevit, Ac unam Annuitatem sive annualein Pen- 
cionem Triginta Solidorum exeuntem de Rectorial 
sive Eeclesia Omnium Sanctorum de Fremyngton, 
in Comitatu praedicto, quam Rector ibidem dicto 
nuper Prioratui annuatlm solvere consuevit, Ac 
unam Annuitatem sive annualem Redditum Quadra- 
ginta Solidorum exeuntem de Castro, Dominio vel 
Manerio sive Burgo de Barnestapoll in Comitatu 
praedicto, quae dicto nuper Prioratui de Barnesta- 
poll solvi consuevit, solvendam ad Festum Saneti 
'Michaelis Archangel!, per man us- receptoris, ballivi, 
firmarioium sive aliorum occupatorum ibidem pro 
tempore existente, Necnon omnia alia maneria, me- 
suagia, terras, tenementa, molendina, prata, pqs> 
ctias, past ur as, boscos, subboscos, redditus, rever- 
siones, servicia, annuitates, firmas, febdi firmas, 
wardas, maritagia, escaetas, relevia, aquas, stagna, 
vivaria, warennas, communias, pisearias, pencfones, 

?>orciones, deeimas, obtaciones, curias letas', visus 
raociplegii, ac omnia quae ad visum franciplegii per- 
tinent, et alia jura, jurisdictiones, libertates, pos- 
sessiones et hereditamenta nostra qtiaecunque, tam 
temporalia quam spirHuaiia, eujuseunque sint gene- 
ris, naturae vel specie!, seu qmbuscunque nominibus 
censeantur vel cognoseantur, cum suis juribus, 
membrts, pertinentiis et eommoditatibus quibus- 
cunque, scituata, jacentia et existentia in vHlis 
tempts, parockiis sea feAmeifettts de B*riie*tttp*II, 
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Ryltan, Bradford, StrecKton* Wetherige, Delbpfgev 
Fullyngote, Nethercote, (nstowe, Collecote, Mar- 
wode, Crede, George ham alias Sancti Georgii, West 
Ansty, Wolley Downe, Sbyrewell, Heawnton Pon- 
cherdon, Est Hak^nden, Berynarber, Chalocombe, 
Langtre, Kyntesbury, Keymelond, Stoke Ryvers, 
Potyngdon et Fremyngtou, in Com i tat u praedicto, 
seu alibi ubicunqne, dicto nuper. Prioratui quovis- 
modp pertinentia sive specfantia, ade6 plene et in- 
tegrfeac in tarn ampiis modoet forma prout Robertas 
Thome, nuper- Prior dicti nuper Priorat As de Barne- 
stapoll aut predecessores seu prioresejusdem loci, iiv 
jureprioratAsillius, quarto die Februarii, anno regal 
nostri vicesimo septimo, ant unquam antea, omnia et 
singula~praemissa cum pertinentiis habuertint, tenue- 
runt vel gavisi fuerunt, habuit, tenuit vel gavisus fuit^ 
aut habere debuerunt vel debuit, ac ade6 plene et 
integr& et in tarn ampiis modo et form&, pront ea 
omnia et singula pramiesa ad manus nostras ratione 
et pretextu cujusdam Act&s de quibus monasteriis, 
abbatiis, prioratibus et domibusreligiosis dissoivendis, 
in Parliament 9 nostro apud Londinum, tercio die No* 
vembris anno regni nostri vicesimo prirao inchoato,. 
et deinde usque Weatmonastepium adjornato, et per 
diversas prorogacione& usque ad et in quartum diem 
Februarii anno regni nostri vicesimo septimo ean- 
tiniiato, et tunc ibidem tento, inter alia editi et pro- 
visi, devenerunt seu devenire debuerunt, ac in 
manibu.s nostris jam existunt aut existere debent. 
ET ULTER1US, Damus et per praesentes conoedimus* 
praefato WUlelmo Domino Howard et Domini Mar- 
garets, Uxori ejus, Rectoriam Ecclesiae Parochial is 
de Totenham cum pertinentiis, in Comitate nostro 
Middlesex, nuper Prioratui Sanct» Trinitatis Lon- 
don, modo dissolute spectantem et pertinentem, et 
Advocacionem, Donaeionem et JusPatronatfts ejus- 
dem Ecclesite et Vicariae ibidem,, Ac omnia maneria,. 
mesuagia, domos, edificfa* orrea, terras, tenementa,. 
boscos, redditus, leversiones, servicia* decimas, ob- 
laciones, obventus, penciones, porciones v curias et 
alia jura, jurisdicciones, libertates, possessiones, et 
hereditamenta nostra quaecunque, tarn spiritualist 
* SL uam temporalia, cujupcuoque sint generis, natur^ 
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ve*l-speetei, seii qufbaseunqae nordiuibtfs ctt«s/«ijta0*> 
vel cognoscantur , cum suis juribus, membris, per- r 
tiaentiis et commod<iatibus~ quibuscunque, scituata, 
jacentia et existentia in villis, locrs, campis, paro* 
chiis et hamellettis de Totenbam pnedictaet Edehne- 
toD, in prsedieto Comftaiu Middlesex, dicto nuper 
Prioratui Sanetae T rinitatis London. quovismodo - 
pertipentia sive spectantia, adeo plene et integre ac; ' 
in tana amplis mode et forma, prout Nich©laas'Hao->.. 
cojt, nuper Prior dicti nuper PrioratasSanctaTririi- 
tatis aut predecessores seu priores* ejusdem nuper - 
Prioratus, in jure Prioratus illius, tempore dtssolu- , 
eionis ejusdem , nuper Prioratus, aut aotea, : ilia ha- 
buerunt tenuerunt vel gavisi fuerqnt, habuit, feafritu 
vel gavisus fuit, seu habere debuerunt vel debuit. 
DAMUS eeiam et per presentes -concedimus praefalo 
Willelmo Domino Howard et Domihae Margarets, 
Uxori ejus, visum franciplegii, ac omnia quae ad 
-visum franciplegii pertinent, catalla felonum, fugiti- 
vorum, utlagatoram et dampnatorunr, felonum de se 
et deodanda in omnibus et singulis praediotis m&neiriis, 
Ferris, tenementis et caeteris praemissis et in qualihet 
-eorundem parcels, Quaequidem omnia et singula 
gpraemissa, superius per praesentes concessa, cum per- 
3iuent!i&, sunt clari valoris Centum quinquaginta 
quinqueiibrarum, tjuatuor solidorum et sex deoari- 
oium pet annum, et non ultra, HABENDUM et 
tenendum Bomum et Scitum praedictum, ac maneria, 
mesuagia, terras ac caetera omnia et singula prasmissa 
superius speeificata cum pertinentiis, praefato Wil- 
ielmo Domino Howard et Dominae Margaret®, Uxori 
ejus, et ha&redibus de corporibus eorum inter eos 
legitime procreatis, et pro defectu hujusmodi exitus, 
Remanere inde, hasredibus de corpore dicti Willelmi 
Domini Howard legittime procreatis, TENENDUM 
de frobis, Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris, in 
-Capite, per Servicium Militare, videlicet, per deci- 
mam partem servicii unius Feodi Militis, ac per 
Redditum viginti unius librarum annuatim nobis 
Haeredibuset Successoribus nostris, ad Curiam Aug- 
mentacionum Revencionum Coronas nostrae, ad Fes- 
tum Sanctj Michaelis Archangfeli, Solvendum, pro 
omnibus serviciis, exaccionibus et demandis quibus- 
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eaaqtte, d*# la, ant pro, premissis' qaorismodo fad* 
endis, exigendis, aolvendis vcl reddendin, ET UL- 
TER1US, Damns at per Preseqjes concedimas pra- 
fato Willelnio Domino Howard, Exitas, Reveneion6* 
et Proficua premissoram, & Festo AnnBnciacionis 
Beats Maria Virginia, anno regni nostri vicesimo 
septimo, bacnsqne provenientes *ive crescentes, 
HABENDUM eidem Wjllelmo Domino Howard, ex 
deno nostro, absque compoto sen aliquo alio proinde 
nobis, Haredibns vel Successoribus nostris, qoovis- 
niodo reddendo, ' solvendo rel * faeiendo. Ed qudd 
expressa Mencio, Ac. IN CUJUS, dro. T. R. apod 
West monaster! nm IX- die Marcii. Per ipsnm Regent 
at dt*data predict a, Ac. - 



M 



{9) Referred to from p. T46. 

Bishop Henry Mars halts Appropriation «f 
Otter ton Churchy and others f A, D. 1205. 

ET Custumali de Otterton, penes Rev. Duke Yonge. 

Omnibus etc. HENRICUS Dei gratift E*onieEp4s- 
<5opus Salutem. Ad universitalis vestre perveniat 
ttotttiam qu6d nos Kari talis intuitu, concesslmus Deo 
«t Eoolesie Sancti Miebaelis de Monte in Periculo, 
Maris et Monaobis ibidem *Deo servientibus, ad pe- 
regrinorum et hospitum suscepiionem, Ecclesias se- 
quentes in Episcopatu nostre constitotas, cftm priii>6 
vacaverint, in proprios. usus suos, in puram et per- 
petnam eleemosynam, babendas et possidendas cum 
pertinenoiis suis, vidt. Ecclesiam de Otrint cum 
<?ape)l£ sua de Latiedreland, Ecclesiam de Sithe- 
muge, Ecclesiam de Articumb, Ecclesiam de Har- 
peford, et, in ComubiA, Ecclesiam de Mbrres et 
Ecclesiam Sancti Hilarii, SalvA. bonesta sustentatione 
Capellanorum Ecclesiis illis deservientium, qui nobis 
«t Successoribus nostris de Episcopalibus respon- 
deant; Salvis eciam nostris jure et auctorifate Epis- 
copal! in omnibus. Et utbec nostra eoncessio rata 0t 
iuconcussa permaneat in perpetuum, earn presenti 
scripto et sigilli nostri appensione confirmavimus. 
Dat. Criton pridie Kal. Septembris, Pontificates 
nostri anno XI 1°. Hiis testibus Galtero et Henrico 
Cor niibie et Exonie Arcbidiacouis, et ceteris* 
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Referable to p. 60. 

BpllqfPope Innocent IV. to the Premoii- 

stratehsian Order. 

'■ E Regist. Bronescombe, fo. 87. 

1NNOCENTIUS Epiacopus, Servus Servornm 
Dei, dilectis flliis Abbati Premonstratensi et universis 
Abbatibus, Propositis et Fratribus Premonstratensifc 
Ordinie, Salutem et Apostolieam Benedictionem. 
Paci et trauquilitati vestr.e ac Monasteriorum et 
Jocorum vestrorum PaternA volentes in posterum sol- 
lioitudine providere, auctoritate vobUr Preseucium 
indulgemus, utnulle litere Apostolieevel Legatorum 
Apostolice Sedis, que contra vos vel Monasteria sen 
Loca vestra obtente fuertnt, aliquam optineant fir- 
mitatem. neo earum auctoritate co.nveniri possitis, 
nisi expressam de Premonstratensi Ordine et hac 
Indulgentia feceriot mentionem. Nalli ergo omnind 
bomini liceat hanc pa^inam nostre Concessions con- 
fringere, vei ei ausu temerario contraire. St quis 
autero boo attemptare presumpserit, indignationem 
Omni potentia Dei et Beatorum Petri et Pauli, Apos- 
tolorum ejus, se noverit incursurum. Datum Lug- 
duni pridie Kal. Junii, Pontificates nostri anno VI lo. 

This Pope governed the Church from 1&43 to 1264. 
He called the Thirteenth General Council, at Lyons, 
iu 1S45, 
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• Referable fo p 61. 

Build Prhilegii quam exhibuiC Gulielmus 

Norton, . Abbas de Torre. 

♦ 
E 2. Regist. Brantyngham, fo. 26. 

MARTINUS Episcopus, Servus Servorum Dei, 

dilectis filiis Abbati et Conventui de Torre. Ordinis 

Premonstratensis, E\oniensis Dioces. Salutem et 

Apostolicam lienedictionem. Religionis vestre per- 

movet honestas, ut petit rones vestras, quantum in- 

Deo possumus, ad exauditionis gratiam, admittamus. 

Hinc est quod vestris supplicationibus inclinati et 

ecelesiis vestris de Bradeworth«et Boclond, Scheft- 

beare, To'un stall, Hanok et Scytesbrok Exon. 

et Lincoln. Dioc. quas in usus proprios vos as- 

serltis optinere, ii\ quibus ordinate sunt Viearie et 

perpetui Vicarii instituti, liceat nobis cedentibus vel 

decedentibus ipsarum Ecclesiarum Viearias per duos 

de vestris Canonicis Sacei dotes ydoneos singulis 

Ecelesiis facere deserviri, quorum unum utrique 

Diocesano Episeopo presenters, qui ei de Spirituali- 

bus, vobis autem de femporalibus et Ordinis obser- 

yahtia debeat respondere; dumodo ipsis Sacerdo- 

tibus tantum de ipsarum Ecclesiarum proventibus 

relinquatar, ut Diocesanis de suis juribus respondent 

valeant et universa onera ipsis Ecelesiis incutnbentia 

supportare, Auctoritate Apostolic* et tcnore pre- 

sencium indulgemus, Nulli igitur omnino iomiui 

liceat .banc paginam nostre concession is iufrin- 

gere autausu temerario cuutraire. IS i quis autem 

hoc ai temp tare presumpserit, indignalionem Omni-. 

potent is Dei et Beatorum Petri et Pauli, Aposto- 

lorum ejus, se noverit iucursurum. Datum apud 

Urbem; 

This bull, without date, is probably one of Pope* 
Martin's the Fourth, and issued between the years 
J 281 and 1285. In fo. 71. of the same Register,' is a 
similar Grant *f Pope Gregory's ^1. dated 13". Kal. 
Sept. A. 6. Pontif. circ. 1376. N 
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Referable to pp. 94 — 5 — 6. 

Bishop Grandis son's Ordinance respecting 
the Constitution of the Hospital of SS. 
John Baptist, and J oh* Evangelist, iu 
Exeter. 

E 1. Regist. Grandisapn, fo. 184. 

Universte Sancte Matris Ecclesie filiis pretioso 
Christ! sanguine redemptis, JOHANNES, miseraci- 
*one ejusdem, Exonie Episcopus, sal Litem in eo qui est 
omni vera salus Universitati vestre innotescimus 
per presentes quod, fti principiis nostre Promocionis 
ad curam regiminis Pastoral is eui presidemus licet 
immeri/i, Hospitale SS. Johantris Baptiste ae Johan- 
tiis Evan gel iste in Civitate Exonie, Fundacionis ae 
Patronatus Episcopal is, ita desol at nm comperimus, 
qu6d ut in.eo, unicum f rat rem Presbylerum habitual 
deferentem et paucos infirmos invenimus decum- 
bentes: cujus desolacioni non mediocriter compa- 
eientes, sanctamque Religionem in eodem pleni&s 
plantare ad laudem et honorem Altfssimiet Sancto- 
rum snorum predictorum vfctivls affectibus oupientest, 
et mediantibus opeet auxilio Kxecntorum Testamen- 
torum Thome et Walter! Secundi Predecessoruni 
ttostrorum Exonie Episcoporum, necnon nobiiis 
quotodam viri Wiilelmi Marty n, Numerum Qninque 
Fratrum Sacerdotum ibidem Deo famulanoium; tinom 
4orum in Priorem preficiendo, curam anknaruoi 
Con fratrum, et Pauperum dicti Hospitalis, ut anti- 
quities fieri consuevlt, committendo, ad diviui cultus 
augmerttum, et Duodechn pauperum infirmorum, 
rtectfori Octo puerorunx pauperum cum Magistro ad 
eos in Grammaticis instraendum, de oonsensn dilec- 
tbrtiih filiornm 0ecani et Capituli Ecclesie nostre 
-Cathedralis Exonie, proat in alits Uteris nostris pie- 
tfiifc? contin6tur, perpetual iter curavimus ordinate ; 
ftfedictosque Fratres Ordinem et Obferranciam R*- 



gule S*ncti Augustiai, ad laudem et honorem ejus- 
dem Domini nostri Jesu Christi necnon Johannis 
ejus Evangeliste et Apostoli predilecti, ordinavlmas 
et fecimas profited. Detune quia, propter defectum 
proprii Cemiterii, omnia in dicto Hospitali deceden- 
tiurri fanera ad commune Civitatis Poliandrum juxta 
Ecclesiam Cathedralem, non sine rtiagno labore fra- 
trum et tedio et Officii Divini impedimento ac aliis 
distractionibus, fcumanda deferri consueverant, Vo- 
lentes tarn pium opus ac Religionem, sic per nos plan- 
tatam, uberi&s promovere et solidare, ipsornmqne 
Religiosonim devoeioriem ad ipsam Ecclesiam et 
Locum'eundem in quo vivere sunt professi, et tkm 
ipsi qu&m infirmi et pauperes supradicti sacra Eccle- 
siastica recipere consueti, ferrenci&s excitafe, Ec- 
clesiam dicti Hospitalis et quandam A ream infra 
oepta ejusdem, pre fate Ecclesie contiguam, un& cum 
interiori Ambitu dicte Ecclesie ♦cum parte Claustri et 
Capituli, babito prills super hoc tractatu cum dilectis 
in Christo filiis Decano et Capitulo Ecclesie nostre 
Cathedral is predicte, et nullo pro tunc contradicente, 
assistentibusque nobis quibusdam ejusdem Ecclesie 
nostre Canonicis, pro sepulturA Prioris, Fratrum' et 
Pauperum predictorum inibi obtinend&, dedicavimus, 
et pro Priore, Fratribus et Pauperibus su'pradictis 
liberam et ab omni onere quietam secundum Sanctos 
Canones concessimus et per presentes concedimus Se- 
pulturam : juribus nostris et Ecclesie nostre Cathe- 
dralis predicte, quo&d alios sepulturam inibi eligente*, 
in omnibus semper salvis. In cujus rei testimonium 
presentes literas sigilli nostri appensione fecimus 
communirl. Datum in Manerio nostro de Chudde* 
legh ultimo 4ie Mensis Marcii A. D. MCCCjLIV et 
C6nseeracionis nostre XXVIIo. 
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Referable to p. 98. 

Archbishop Peckham's Letter to JShhop 
Quivilj concerning the Observance of a 
Papal Indult. 

E Regist. Quivil, fo. 118. 114. 

Anno MCCLXXXL— XVII. Kal. Decembris apud 
Clyst, Inspeximus Lileras Domini Cantuarieosis in- 
frascriptas, Literas Apostolicas in se continenles, 
sub h&c forma verborum. 

" Frater JOHANNES permissione Dlvin* Cantua- 
riensis Ecclesie Minister humillsj totius Anglie Pri- 
mas/Conservator Privilegiorum Ordinis Fratrum Mi- 
norura, Venerabiii tfratri, Dei gratis, Episcopo 
Exonie, Salutem et fraterne carit&tis, continuum in- 
crementum. Noveritis nos "Literas Sancte memorio 
Domini Clementis Quarti, quondam Summi Pontificis, 
noq cancellatas, non abolitas, nee in sui parte aliqu& 
cancellatas, in subscfripta verborum serie, inspexisse." 

CLEMENS Episcopus, Servus Servorum Dei, dilec- 
tis filiis Generali Ministro et Fratribqs ubiversfs, Ordi- 
nis Fratrum Minorum, Salutem et Apostolicam Bene- 
dictionem. Quidam,temere sentientes etad sobrieta- 
tern sapere nescientes, imprudenter asserere presu- 
rtunt,.qu6d de licenti^velcommissioneac concession^. 
Romani Pontificis, seu Legatorum Sedis Aposjolice* 
Vel Ordiaariorum locorum, vos sine. Sacercjatuiip Pa- , 
rochialium licentia et assensu non pote.<lis Jjberepjre-* 
dicate populis, audire confessiones, absolvere j?enl— 
tentes ac Penitentias injungere salutares. Nbs vo- 
Jentes assertionem tarn temerariam pen i tils confutare 
ot elucidare in talibus Vcritatem, deliberatione pro- 
vide declaiamus, qu5d si vobis detur licentia, com* 
mittatur seu cdncedatur a Legatis Predicte Sedisaut 
OrdinaYiis locorum (nedum a Romano Ppntifice, de 
quo proculdubioest erroneum dubitare,) ut hi omncs 
sine alicujus consensu, im5 et invitis quibuslibet 
hujusmodi, concedere possint potestatem populis 
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Legatis et Ordlnariis subjectis, eisdem libere pre- 
dicare potestis, aadire confessiones, absolve re vobis 
confitentes et penitencias vobis confiteritibus injuu- 
gere salutares, aliorum Ministrorum, Prelatorum et 
Recto rum Ecclesiarum ac Sacerdotum Parochialium 
assensu nullatenus* requisite; illis casibus excepts, 
qui de jure, consuetudine sea retentione ab ete spe- 
cialiter facta, sed Sedi Apostolice et Ordioariis pre- 
dicts specialiter relinquuntur, ad quas non licet vos 
extendere, nisi vobis specialiter committatur. lde- 
oque auctoritate Apostolica districcius inhibemus, 
ne-quisque super biis vel eorum aliqtio, vos vel 
aliquem vest rum, aut et confitentes vobis, vel ad 
predicationes vestras forsitan accedentes, contra 
prediotam declarationis formam aliquatenus moles- 
tare presumat; Decernentes Nos, irritum et inane 
quicquid & quopiaoa contra declarationem et inhi- 
bitionem hujus cohtigit attemptari. Nulli igitur 
homini liceat banc paginafti nostre declarationis et 
constitutionis infringere, vel ei ausu temerario con- 
trafre. Si quis autem hoc at tempt are presumpserit, 
indignationem Omnipotentis Dei et Beatorum Petri 
et Pauli, Apostolorum ejus, se noverit incursurum. 
Datum Perils XII. Kal. Julii, Pontificates nostri anno 
primo. 

*' Hujus igitur auctoritate Mandati, Fraternitatem 
vest ram requirimuset hortamur, he predictos Fratres 
contra Indultum hujusmodi permittatis a quocumque 
Subditorum vestrorum impediri vel indebite moles - 
tari ; quibus universis et singulis sub pen A Excom- 
municationis, ne hoc clam vel pal am, direcfe vel 
indiracte, facere audeant, prohibemus. Datum 
apud Slygdon VII. Kal. Augusti, Anno. Domini 
MCCLXXXI, Pontificates nostri anno secundo." 
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Referable to p. 99. 

The following Document 9 most beautifully 
written in fol. 128, of Bronescombe's Re- 
gister, contains a Grant of the Use of a 
Library to the Franciscan Content, in 
Exeter. 

Sciant preserves et futuri, qudd ego Frater Wil- 
Ielmus de Tukebire, tone Guardianus Ordinis Mino- 
rum Exonie, et ejusdem Loci Conventus, Cartam 
Magistri RogerideThoris, tunc Archidiaconi EsOnie, 
in bonk prospeiitate constitute suscepimus in he?- 
verba. • 

" Noscat presens Etas sciatqiie futura Posteiifas r 
qn6dego Rogerus de Thoris,* tunc Archidiacpnu* 
Exonie, in bon& mentis et corporis prosperitate con- 
stitutes, inestimabilem fructum per Fratres Minores 
et Pred^atores, animarum saluti et subditorum nos- 
trorum et aliorum correction^ insistentes, jugiter ei 
Deo Creator! nostro continue famulentes in Eccle- 
si& Dei, provenientem considerans, caritative dedi r 
concessi et p.resentis scripture meo testimonip con6r- 
mavi Communitati F rat rum Minorum in Civitate 
Exonie, presentibus et futuris temporibus commo- 
rantium, Usum Librorum subscripto rum ; Salvo Pre- 
dicatoribus Civitatis ejusdem ipsorum Ljbrorum usu y 
per partes et ad tempus cum indiguerinf, dum lamen 
ydonee, comodi et absque impedimento notabili sea 
manifesto id fieri poterit ; Dominio eorundem libro- 
rum mihi dum vixero r omni tempore, reservato; et r 
me decedente, dominium predictorum librorum ad 
Decanum Major is Ecclesie Exonie, qui pro tempore 
fuerit et ad Capitulum transeat immediate ; ita tamen 
qu6d non liceat ulli viventi dictos Jibros vendere, 
donate, impignorari, vei aliquo modo alienare vel 

~~— 1 

Roger d*Tboris beer me Dean of Exeier in 12*0, ar.d died four years after* 
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*tfom ad alios usug converters. Et sunt hii libri de 
quorum usu supra fit mentio, scilicet, Primum vo- 
iumei} Peniateuci— item, primum Volumen Historir 
alium^-item, primum volumen Prophelarum — item, 
JMatlheus ei Marcus in uno voiumine — item, quinqu* 
tibri Salomonis in una voiumine — item, Acius Apos* 
tfdorwn el Canonice* cum Apocalipsi in una 
Voiumine — item, primum volumen Oiiginalium Au* 
puslini—item, lerlium Vol. Summe Fratris Alex* 
andrif super Senlenlias, in qua est tertius liber et 
magna pars quart! Sententiarum — item, Sum ma 
Magisiri Willelmi de AuccereX—Hem, magne 
Concordanlie Predicalorufi in una • Vol. — item*. 
Postille^ super omnes libros Hisloriales, preter 
tibrum Macchabeorum in uno Vol. — item, Posliller 
super Psallerium in diver sis locis secundum fralrem 
Hugonem Cardinaleni\\ 6um ihemalibus per lolum 
annum ei cum queslionibus Philippi Caneellarii Pa~ 
risiensis 9 que sie incipiant, Vadam in agrum, in uno 
Vol. — item, Dislincliones Philippi Caneellarii Pa- 
risiensis super Psallerium cum Summa sermonum 
sub I ilium que ineipit, Quasi dilueulo — item, Psal* 
lerium Bononiense glosalum. Quicumque banc Do- 
nationem meam qualitercunque immutare presump- 
serit in futnrum,. Dei Omnipotetitis maledictionerr* 
incurrat: Datum die Purificationis, Anno Domini 
MCCLXVI." 

Quam quidem Cartamr et ejus formam totam inr 
omnibus articulissuis gratanter acceptantes, bon&fide 
eidem promittimus et tam nos quam nobis succes* 
auros, teslimonto scripture present is teneri denun- 
eiamns et denuhoiabimus et cum effectu curabimns ad 
omnium et singurforum in Carta memo rat a, con-ten- 
torum observationem fldelem et perpetuam. Et ui 



• ubaudi, Epistela, 

f Alexander of Hales, a native of Gloucestershire and an eminent 
Divine and Canonist, of the Franciscan Order. Be died at Paris in 1245* 

% Bishop of Auzerre: he flourished in the middle of the 13th Century. 

§ A Gloss or Commentary* 

ft HugodeSanctoCiaro, in Burgundy, was of the Dominican Order, and 
wm made Cardinal in 1244. 
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inde major flat securitas, conCedfmus pro nobis ei 
fratribus futuris, qudd in fini cujudicet anni Veroldtl, 
memo rat us Deoanus quicpmque pro tempore fuerit 
post mortem prefati Archidiaconi, cum aliqtio ex 
parte Capituliad hoc deputato, snper premissis factis 
'et concessis examinationem faciat in domo nostril 
diligenter, per quam si qnid contra tenorem preface 
carte inveniatur attemptatam, illud sine more dis- 
pendio, per eundem Decanum cum consilio Capituli 
sui revocatur ad staium debitum, ordinatum et bonfc 
fide promissutn. In cujus rei testimonium present i 
Scripto, sigillum meum un& cum sigillo ConventAs 
nostri fecimus apponi* Datum die PurfficationU 
Anno Domini MCCLXVI. 
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Referable to p. 102. 

Bishop Edmund Lucy's Sermon, delivered %A 
the Chapter Mouse 6f the Dominican Com* 
bent, in Edbeter, M ike ISth of August, 
A. b. 1441, befori a General Chapter of 
the ffrder. 

. 'Ascendit de Deserto deliciis affluens. 

Cantieorqm VIIIo. C&pitulo, et pro Themate As* 
sumptionis hodlerne. 

Preclari Domini ac Pat res Ecctesie Mirabiles An- 
£licane, prelucidi Predicatore's; Arbhipredicatores; 
nostrtifti Celicbni; nbstrnni Dominurh iti Actibu* 
ierarcnicis imitantes, rhutuS Vbs hortatnur ad assen- 
srind'pro ihemate electutti. Ascendit eniih Christur 
hosier legifer prelibatusinmqntem ut Doctor et Pre- 
dicator. Ascendit secundo jn m on tend ut devbtissl- 
mus Orator -Ascendit terti6 Cklvarie suhnrhUaterii 
bt vigilantissirrius Speculator, fcuih igitur PrSdica- 
toris et JSpebutatoris cbncurriiht ofticia, W>* Predict 
tores exnortbr Md speculutn aecenderidurn ad talik 
videlicet pericula previdenda, ad remedia providendi 
et Ad suffiragia capeesenda— primuni pertinens ad sot 
licitudinem — secundum ad discretionem — teftium ad 
devocioheni. fej)eculatori eniih hob cbngruit tem- 
poribug nunc peribuiosis in locis latebrosis dor mire*; 
sed in loco eminencioire stare et irnminencia periculri 
&bhbhciare tie quid periculi einer£at qhod htyh pre* 
videatuh terribilem Domini subiturus sentehtiaril 
EzecbieliS tertio " Speculatorum dedi te" &c. et capi- 
tate XXXtllb. " Si Speculator viderit gladium venii 
enteih'et nob insbnuerit buccina, veneritq; gladfas} 
tulerit eurti iste, in iniquitate captus est, sanguinem 
kutem ejus de , mdfah speculaloris teqdirairi;" A$- 
bendite ergo ad pfofundarn Sabre Scripture ititelll- 
^genciam et tales ad apicem in e& dfeboratos in 4 hbf 
fcftbrb Vesfrb Capifolari Concilio eligatis, qui &l 
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mores at sclentlam optime sunt indolis, hod propo- 
nendo Goliardos * cantores, ineptnlos aut| coma- 
tulas Patril et sanguine convictos — tales inquam \a 
altitudine Scripturarum Jnsonatiunt buccina, previ- 
debunt spiritus perrcula et providebunt remedia; set 
tanla est emraeoeia intell*gencie que .impugnatur," 
tanta cautela cnipe que impuguatur, tanta latencia 
spiritual is plage que aggrOvat, quod nee quisquamr 
nnquam reperietar tarn sciolqs aut stultus qui poesit 
.contra malignantes hi Ecclesiatn saBetamsine.ocaoi- 
oDura suffragMS efficcaciter subsist ere. Ideo com 
Cartttsiensibus, ut refert Jacobus de- Losaiina, prope- 

hujus festi in vig-ilia in parva Grau- 

gia peru octant (bus post artain p. 
cjonem cam eijiciis.ad nudam h 
bora Ordfuis consueti surgentibi 
tantibus cum " Felix namqne" i 
earso, indieibiti suavitate vox au 
personalis " Ora pro populo, & 
eionis exordio oremus pro Pr 
pro Capile Ecclesie et Glero, p 
Eeelesiam devoto, et pro dorm 
riventibus, ut postsecuHdeserti 
affluere deHeiis, pro cvmaieada 
vobis et mk-ai' necessarfls, diei 
Dominican), nen omHlendosaln 
Ascendit de deserto deiiciis 
Dominus Hugo exponeas illud ' 
lesti lerarchla " Don solum la s 
tis animis; sed eque uotentlbut 
dicit quod in superioribus et inft 
'Angelis et bominibus ila const 
minores sunt, miaores illumine 
nilas super post to rum, alia, met 
torum ; sic alia virtus est primor 
alia ultimqnim. Primt ceteris 
equalibus concord jam reticent, 
imitanhir et cum eis copulam 

ferloribus spirit] bus qiierenlibus " yuis est, &c. " qun 
ascendit de Edom, tinctie vestibus de Borra: iste 
formosus in stoli sua:" sic in mirinca et glorifica 

* Golinntui, ■ Buffoon, a JnggJer — tet Siicinion's (iluiur; . 
f Coniilula— ■ lillj' ooicomb. 
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hodi£ assumpsione, questioni non ignorancium sive 
admirantium petentium, Canticorum VI©. oapitulo. 
" Que est is fa, que progreditur quasi aurora consur- 
gens,.pulcra ut luna, electa ut sol, terribjlis ut cas- 
trorum acies ordiaata?" respondetur per Tbematis 
verba, cujus sensus planus est cunctis ChristicoU** 
qu&d u Ascendit de desertq deliciis affluens." Id 
qaibus verbis tria se offerunt elucidarida, videlicet, 
puritatis virginalis, decens sublimacio, vanitatig 
mundialis potens superacio, sanctitatis interoalis fer- 
vens jucundatio. Primum t6t, ascendit : Secundum 
ibi f de deserto : Terlium t&t, deliciis affluens ? decens 
sublimacio' puritatis notatur in verbo ascendit, quia 
ascendit speciosh, infima calcando— ascendit #/u- 
diosl media reformando et ascendit gloriosl % sum ma 
transvolando. lncombustus rubuserat ratione ignee 
puritatis— erat veil us Gedeonis ratione sacrate fecun- 
ditatis et erat vellus aureum Jasonis ratione nobilis- 
sime sue. radiose claritatis. Qui ide6 prdterve 
opinione reprobft. intuuntur fuscare ejus Concept!- 
onem, orasua compescant, etqui ihtuuntur maculare 
ejus conversationem obmutescant et qui nolunt ejus 
Assumpsionis exitum exaitare, p£rpetu6 delitescant. 
Virginea ejus puritas primg transparens et summ& 
diaphom pulcritudinem excedit omnium terum ter- 
renarum .merito in Loco hodft repouftur ubi est 
" Species et gloria stellar.um" Eccles:astici. f43o. 
100) In qulbus verbis notantur tria— Dbctor supre- 
mus cunctorum, sic et amenus — Species celt— Finis 
serenus quern querit quisque terrenus — gloria.—' 
Celorum decus Rex Regum lumine cecus — siellarum. 
Ex primo progreditur omnis pulcritudo — in secundb 
cernitur omnis quietudo ; ex tertio. promittitur po- 
tencie plenitudo. Primum probaiur ex Lactantio 
lib. 11,* ubi sic " Terram stabili fundamento sus- 
pends, qui celum distitixit astris fufgentibus in argu- 
mentum unice majestatis qui posset\ extendere 
Campos, subsided valles, fronde tegi si I v as, lapfdosos 
surgere mantes" Hine ordine condidit creaturas, 
dum cuncta iii partibus disposuit in maxitiod ordine 
et mensur&, ut et celam choruscans, astra fulgencia ; 
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• See, de Origine Err oris, Lib. 2 f c. 5. 
f In the edited copies it isjusnt. 
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tern fructifioans,. immenaa marla ; pisceset voluores, 
hom mines et pecudes univcrsa pulcritudme ; hoc 
ordine trlno collocantur. Est igitur hie ternaria 
omnium species, ul dicil Doctor deificus super Gene- 
sim" (S. Auguslinus) " Hec omni 
quidem mensufa "(imnem rei m< 
■qu&d mmiduS 6'mni rei potest 

Eondus omfiem rem ad quielem 
it." Hee ille Pater. Etefiim qi: 
Dens cernitur mentali oculo, dm 
cfes cell, astrorum decus dign 
dlgnitas cunctls diffundilur. dut 
visipnis giorU — supple,— Slellan 
amabilis lux et laudabilis orbis 
rite re'gnabilis, status amabilis p: 
fit stellamm virtus durabilis et gi 
rum, dum Species ce/i fit gloria 
bafur primum, SeCuudo Lncus 
ginis est finis ser'enus quem quer 
Philosopnoruftl et Etfiieofirm pre 
est ali'quem fine'm es:e rertim fi 
mortalitas et ctemiias. Ad quan 
PivinS merilo assuiaitur per Apo 
(2° cap. v. 10) " Gloria, honor e 
nonutn." Internum commercial 
eteruale premium dum bonis | 
honor et pax secundum coridicioi 
fur, dum Sanctis solum concet 
banum, gloria memorata est finis 
consequenda, vos Presbyteros ] 
districtos et penales Religionis ri 
satiooe recipefe et cuncta immo 
■are, exemplis eorum qnos Pater vester Beatns An- 
gostinus reoitat* de Civitate, qui pro re parta et cl- 
vitatum terrenarnm pace lenerrlme dileclos occide- 
bant ut Briciost et Torquatns proprios fratresj inte- 
rimebanf:; sic Mutiusf manum in ardentem- aram 
immitten'do com basse rat, nt ecclesias ab hostibus 

* Smbmtdi in libra.' 

;t Lt}i Brulut. 

I .Lege Alien. ... 

f Addi Scwrula. 



4u$Fetur — sicfc Quirinus ar>)iat!is equo eonoito 'f# 
Abrupt urn terre hiatura se dedjt precipitem Deoriun 
*uorum oraeiiiisserviens; quanto nos pro imunarce$r 
8ibili gloria pro qui Ecclesiastici (cap, 43. J3, v.) 
■'•* Eooe Deus gyravit jcelurn per circuitum glorie 
sue ;" etc. iniemerata potestas mir.abili£,rep&ritur qu6d 
gyravit oejuin per eireuitum,.oujus jucunda influencia 
xjelestibus hurgjtur, quum gyravit celum per eircu- 
•itum glorie sue : sjc decor celestis sanctos glorificat 
et.tanquam sidera i? celo collocat. Ex quibus pro- 
bat ur, qu6d o>rnai»entuna superiorum et fgjcimeqtum 
inferiorum norma «t virtus omnium Sic species cell. 
Consolajnen vjatorum, vita civium superiorum— fit in 
gloria et que rigant rore, yma rerum in nitore, oruat 
celum cum splendore, luminum sunt slelle : sic ha- 
betur secundum. Tertio, dixi, qu6d celorum decus 
Rex regit lumine cecus scilicet, stellarum. Dicunt 
enim Bartholomeus et Beda de n&turis, quedamstelle 
erratice per orbes distiqcte et yi.rtute elementorum et 
mixtorum sunt luminaria cuncta que gubernant ; per 
qaas- septem, septenaxium intelligo Beatorum qui 
sunt, Patriarchy Propiiete, ApostoU, Evangeliste^ 
Martyresv Coafessores e,t Virgihes benedicte, qui ra- 
diaqtes choruspationes oharismatqm Spirjtfls Sancti 
dirersis oracioouna jnffyegciis Christicolis subveniunt 
universis quorum preoipua, Beata hodie as/sumpta 
gloriase por^paia secundum illud, ApocaJlypsis duo* 
decimo * A In capjte cyq? corona dupdec ( i& stellarum" 
mentis Apqsjt^lQrmn qu^os fi^le eplipsatos illustravit. 
Sic $aJoii)Qi*is y^rba ^apientie quartp .,(>;£,) " I" 01 " 
perpetuwm ^Qroo&ta, itfi^mpbajt." ,1a, gujbus verbis. 
fBluQflitf : Vifiginis gloripse .ad, cplos f e$altate, Primaf 
ctoftia ,* weUflfltia, iki cormalQ .:.— Matris graciose 
stellar**} gtorj£ decorate ^jultatipnis preeminencia' 
—rfrhunph&l—j&t <J/ot,i$ vsjbi presipse. collate : sibi pro 
dumtfoeis iade^cejao^ if>i imperpetuum. Pro prirrw 
effulsit .^pUndeij.ter sine pqbe obumibVante, jndije&s 
vestem nup^laLem-^pro secundo, processjt j>urite J r 
sine labe flaaculante accipiens paliaam ^un^phal^m — 
• ■-...» . . • 

• Lege March* -Gurtius. Tee careful teader trill obwre many, otae* 
nistakes, and some omissions of Members of a Sentence. But whilst be 
aakes allowances lor the earelesenes* of Laoyts Secretary, lie cannot 
xcuse tfo Bifibop for nerifiotflg senae 10 sountV&o«L Abasing tfre Dignity 
•f the Pulpit. 
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protertio conccdit nobiliter sine tab* mortificante 
babens stolam eternalem. Sic babito pro certo, quod 
nil contraxit de mondi deserto in viciis; *• Ascendit- 
fle deserto affluens delicti*," quod erat thema. 

Set pro moral! sensu, Fratres, sic consimiliter 
sgatis, ad vos dirigendo sermonem, consulendo 
moneo, ut ad virlutum montem celeriter ascendatis, 
ut in presenti gratie et expectationis glorie (statu) 
deliciis affluatis secundum verbum 1 hematljs. Nutate 
quid dm dtterfo, qu6d duo sunt in ScjipturA, sci- 
licet, infernu8 mundus, status Penitentie et Papa- 
disus glorie.* De primo Ezecbielis X3£IXo (v. 5o) 
" Projiciam te in desertum." De secundo " Vox 
clamantis in Deserto" Jobanni* 1o (v. 25°) De tertio 
Jeremie llo(v. 2 ) " Secutaes me in deserto :" boc 
est penitents statu amaro. De quarto, Luce (15 
cap. 4 v.) " Quis est homo qui babet centum oves, &c. 
Ac." Primum est exhorre.ndum nt plenum borroris 
— secundum est apernendum.quod plenum erroris*— 
per tertium est ambulandum, quid includit dolorem — 
ad quartum est accelerandum qofcd promittit dul- 
corem. Beata enim Virgo erat in desertnm horfrens, 
— secundum contempn.ens — tertium tenuit. et ad 
quartum anelavit. Vos, Patres, primum h'orrete a 
periculis : secundo scandite, ut sicut in Israelitarnm 
itinere quod genus serpentum occurrit, ita in mundi 
nostre viacionis deserto et aspfe voluptate, que facie 
blanditur sed caude finis amarissime pereutit. Tertio 
Serpens vane glorie, qui in pulvere absconditur et se 
ibi . Quartus est Scorpionisque invjdia 

et.ira: perniciossime pungit et eccidit et qudd bee in 
latebris hujus utnbrQsi degerti absconditur, in nostre 
perigrinacionis viA lucernas veetras accendite, ut 
caveant homines & negocio perambolante in tenebria 
et tetris demonibus. Luceat lux vestra coram homi- 
nihus, videlicet quanto in quibus verbis. Ec.ee actus 
splendoris, luceat forma deeorfs— Lux vestra: et 
ecce fama vigoris, coram hominibu* quid sobtiHter 
operatur est lux % quid utiliter derivator ut luceat et 
qu6d visibiliter presentatur coram hominibus ; vel 
sic, qu6d formidantem letificat, est Luw vera, et 
quod ignorantem letificat est ut hteeal coram 

■ *■ ■ 

• Tbtreii tvidMtly an fatttut in tiiif sentem of ttaftsotM I 



hominibus. Sic sermonum confortacionibus taeeat 
lux vegtra coram hominibus, sic cherabici asoen- 
dere, sic cerapbice Bonocum delicto in PatriA af- 
iBaere, vobig concedat precibus Alme sue Matria, 
Christus, qui sine fine rivit et regnat Amen. 






Referable to p. 113. 

Bond from the pqnanesses and Content qf 
Canon sleigh x tq the Dean and Cfaqptfr of 
Exeter, fof the Payment to theyi of # per- 
petual yeqrly Pension of Four Marks, out 
of the Gqods of the Churcfy of Dwsfotrd.* 

Noverint univerai Presences Literas de J^egh Ca- 
lonicarum, Exoniensfc Djqcesig ^oci et Conventus, 
nspecturi Tenemur et effectual ite? qbligamur Rere- 
endis Virig Doming Decano et Capitulo Exonie, ex 
CanoDicA imposjtjoqe et constitutions Vepefabjlk 
Patri* Doininj WftUent P'ei gritty Expri|e Epjsepplj 
loci Dyocesani, &a. consensu Captyql} suj predict* 
et nostrum super; hAc pqqvenitione factfe, iq quidaiq. 
abnuA Pencione e\ perpetufc IV M *r/caruw cje Bonis 
nostris Ecclesje de Pqnnesfbpd ejusdeiq et Exo- 
niensis. dicte Ecclesie qobjs. Panonlce Qppr/qpriate, 
•olvenda dictis D>eca,nq et Capitulq \n Sqaqcariq 
eoruiq Ex^qqie $nni§ sjpguiis in f estq Invencionis 
Sancte prucig absque mqre dispendio longjore. Ad 
qaam quidem sp{uciqnew sqlvendam, qbligqiqus qos 
pt omnia Bqn$ npstre Eccjesie Mundana cqe^cjon^ 
et districtioni cujuscumque Jq^lic{s EpclasjasJici ve\ 
Secularis, quern dicti D.ecanus et Cqpitulum super 
boo duxeririt eligendum, ut }psi nqs per ^u^mcuaaque 
poercionenft §e\\ d^trictionenj pcQlesiasticam • vel 
MuncUtnam po^sipt 4fctr/inger.e et ppercer/e adVsqlu- 
pionem plenariam djcte fencionis, qaoadu^que opu^ 
fuerit pro sue b^nepjapito voluntatis, "{n cujus re} 
testimonium, &c. &c. Datum apud feegb Caooni- 
parum VIIIo. die mensis Aprilis, A D t MCCCXIV. 

-.>. ' ■■=■ 

• B CoUaett. MM. Joanms loom, 4e Franklyn, Arm. 
t Bp. Walter Staptldoa. 
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Referable tQ p- 1 13, 
E Re^t Qqivil, Jo. 129.* 

Achnowlegement, by Bp. Quietly of the t)e* 
posit with him j % l^ndy fijatilda cfe Clqre t 
Qounte$s qf Cf lames ter and Hertford, qf 
000 Marks, far the Work and U*e qf 
(panomleigh Abbey , i> 1283, 

OMNIBUS presenter Literal inspectqrig PRTRUfSi 
miseratione Divina Exoqie EJpiscopqs, saluterq iq 
Domino sempiternaiq. Noveritis qu6d nos Septjnrot 
Kal. Septembjis Anno Domini MCCL«XXXV ip C*-. 
pitula qotstrc* Recepimus a nobili muliere Dom(q4 
Mat|i<U de Clar^, Qlqucest. et Hertford . Camit^, 
per iqaqqs Dqmini Robert! de Racfyqgtoqe JVIUUU^ 
Rejigiqsi Yiri Fratris WaUer'i de la. Yqre, Moqachi 
CUtercieqsU Qrdinis et Gilbert! de Wypomhe, Pres- 
byter^, Sexcentas ^ areas hqnorurq et legaliqifl s^ter- 
liftgorqqi iq I>eposito conservandas, prout in jnstru- 
mento puplicq fater nos Petrum Exoqie Episcqpuiq 
$t dictarq Domjqam Cqiqitissam super hqc oonfeotu 
plenius cqntjnetur* in Qpus et \Jtilitatem ^bba,tbia 
de Lyghe, Exoqie £Uoc. sajva coqstjtuenda^ et 
restHueqdas. pfefate Dorqjne* Cqmitisse et Ab^tisse 
Abbqthje. prec^cte simui dicta CorqitissA yiveqte; 
post mqrteiq ver6 ejusdeiq Cqmitfcse^ i\bbatisse pre* 
dicteet ^jqsdein Iqci Cqaveqtu} tan turn, et qqq alie 
yel aliis sine mora et dilaci6 ; qe aliqua infra, ...... ..... 

pqstquam per dtjetam Comitissam, et i\^b^tissarq yej 
earqiq alteram, ve\ per legitjrqos i\ttornatq£ ipsarqrq 
yel earum a]terius, ad boc legitime coflst^qtos, fu&vh 
puis requisiti, quoqiescumque et quandoeumque nob^ 
fides factQ fuerit, quod ad Qpu$ et V tUM^teni prefect© 
Abbathje per d ic tW Cqmitissam, est Abb/itissam, terra 

• The whoje of tikis I\e$iatejr is written iq a vejry small charaoter, and 
witl^ the palest fat, toi restore which, some otfioious liaison has ha<J 
ft*oarie to a Solution of flajls, and has greatly defaced the MS. 
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▼el redditus fuerint comparati : tunc videlicet, pro 
rati emptionts facte restituatur pecania in toto vel in 
parte personis predlctis, si cat superiusest expressum. 
Volentes et expresse consentientes pro nobis et se- 
neschalibus nostris qui pro tempore fuerint, qn5d ad 
receptionem, oustodiam et restitucionem dicte pe- 

cunie, modo et condicionibus supradictis tenere 

* nomine nostro deputamus* Qu&d si per in- 

curiam, maliciam, .vel negligenciam in restituendA 
dictA pecuniA, in toto vel in parte, utpremittur, all* 
quid difficultatls emerserit, pretextu cujus, dicta 
Abbatbia in emptionibus suis jatturam incurrerit vel 
gravamen, Nos dampna et. gravamina omnia pro- 
venientia dicte Abbatbie, ex hftc causA, teneamur 
plenarife resarcire et boc postquam super emptione 
terre vel reddituum, fides facta fuerit ut est dictum. 
In cujus rel testimonium sigilla nostra prcsentibus 
sunt appensa. Datum Exonie die, lodo et anno su- 
pradictis. 
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Referable to p. 115. 

Lease from King Henry VIIL to Thomas de 
Sovlemonly Gent, of the Abbry of Canons- 
leigh, and some of its Possessions.^ 

H&c Indentura facta inter Excellentissimum Prin- 
oipem et Dominum, Dominum Henricum VIII. 
Dei Gracia, &c. &c. ex un& parte, et Tbomam de 
Soulemodt, de London, Generosum, ex alterft parte, 
Testatnr qu6d idem Dominus Rex, et per advisa- 
mentum Concilii Curiae Augmentacionum, &c. tra- 
didi(, concessit et ad fir main dimisit, praefato Thome?, 
Domura et Scitum nnper Monasterii de Canonlegh, 
in Comitatu Devonian, mod6 dissoluti, unacum om- 
nibus domibus, edificiis, stabuHs, horreis, columbarii's, 
molendibis, hortis, pomariis, gardinis, aquis, cursibus 
aquarum, stagnis, vivariis, terris et solo, et aliis com- 
moditatibus, qnibnscumque, 1nfr& precinctum, et 
scitum eju^dem nuper Monasterii existentibus, Neo- 
non omnia ilia Terras, Praia, Pascua et Pastures, 
Jampna et Brueras, vocata Knoll and, Pynkehyll, 
Golemore, Selham, (Pyland, Ayber, Estbroke, 
Myddel Estbroke, Furlong, Longleigb, Marell Parke, 
Close Furlong Mede, Pole Mode, Posterne Mede, 
Pyland Mede, Marlemede, Sbortbele, Walleys, Low- 
dons Crofte, Sowdon,t) Pynslade et Somersheppen, 
cum pertinentiis, in Comitatu Devoni® et Somerset©, 
Ac omnia ilia Terras, Prata, Pascua et Pasturas, 
vocatas Cowtesbyll, Yerlde, Stylesland, Brode Parke, 
Glasteyard, cum suis pertinentiis, parcellas Manerii 
de Hockeford, in dicto Comitatu Devonian, Un&oum 
omnibus Grangiis, communiis, lampnis, brueris, 
oommoditatibus, emolumentis qiiibusoumque, pree- 
missis sen alicui inde parcellae quoquo modo spectan* 
ttbus vel pertinentibusy Quae omnia et singula prae- 
otiasa speoificata, in omnibus culturi* et oocupacione 



* E Collectt, MSS. Joannis Jones, de Frankiyn, Arm. 
f Tbe Nanes included in tbe parenthesis are wanting in another copy of 
Hm Gaaa#, ifttte janje CoUactiow. 
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propria nx\pet Abbati^g* dicti nuper Monasterii, *A 
Usum H'ospicji sui,aute dissoluciouem ejusdem nuper 
Monasterii, usualiter reservata et occupata fuerunt, 
Tradidjt eciam diotug Pqjninus Rex, *^>er advisa*- 
mentnm Coqcjlii praedipti, ot ad firmam dimisit, prae- 
fato Thorny de Soulenhont, Decimas Garbarum, Reo 
forias Kocjesipp Paroubialjs' de Hookeford, ac Eccle-> 
Iii9 de Burlescomb©, in dieto Comitatu Devonian, 
Exoeptjs tameq, et dicta Domino Reg! et Successor 
fibua suis qmnjnd reseryaiis, omnibus grossis arbori- 
bus et boaicis, de et super prawnissis crescentibus et 
existeuUhus. Ao omnibus t&Ubus et nujusmodi edK 
jioijs, infra preeinpdjni dioti QUpei Monasterii, qua 
djctus Ppa^ipus Rex ibi^m proaterni etauferri man. 
davit, fit AdvocaoiQqibu*s Vioariaruin Ecclesiarum 

fr^qjotafupf). HABENDUM et tenendum Seitum et 
recinpiutn diet] uuper Monasterii ac pradictas 
Terras, Prata, Pagcuas, Couununias Pasturae, Deck 
njas, e( cetera Qinnja et singula prasmissa, superi&s 
specjfipjita, praf&to ThQiwee de Soulemont et A#» 
sjgn&tto sqis & Festo Sancti Michaelis Archangel! 
ultirn^ pr«tentpi «$qqe ad finem termini XXI. anno-. 
$qnt estuqp proxinqe aequeticifun, et pienarie com. 
plendprum, REOPENPQ an«matlm dicto Domino 
Regi t ft#re<fibua^t Successoribv* suis, XX III Libras, 
XiTtl SoJidpe et tl Denajips Sterliogorom, videlicet, 
pro djo^q Spjtu, dicti paper Monasterii ao praadiciis 
terras, grepgiis, pr*tt$, pascals, ootnmunibus pasturae 
~t cj^eris pWPiSftM, * pwMr R«fato?las et Peoimas 
pwdtetaf, $%Yh Xltyfe-ilp. Et $>ro pnrdictte De. 
ata|s ; 4io(i5 Re^pr^ d# Hokefoud.JUXSolido^, Et 
^r.Q^. rpitpdtoiis . d^cjmia » ftectorw ■ de ' BoTleaoooib 
.eiUfc A4 iWia Aaflpopjafclonte Re*t» Maries Vir* 
M\9 f \ S&ncti Micb,&eUa Arebarigeli, v*i jtofraunum 
iien&ern: po$| tttryn^ue Fe$turo, ad Ctariam predict 
•AOfVp 6 * equals ppreippea solvendos, durante iem 
mjpp pfflBdi^q, £} jpr^diotws Dmmiqus Rex Volt, et 
per pfeasien^e^ ^pn^ep^t, °,w£d Ip4e 9 H«eredeset Sue* 
oe«»r«ft jmU 4tetUmThftWWUde: Soulewo^t et as* 
tePAtM. 4KGS &§ ftm^b«* jeddi tibus* penciojiibus^ 
oorciQiiib^s^ (eqdis^ annujt&tibus, denariorum. Sunn 
nic^irftn^rinj^u^ ^e " pr^pfilss^ ?ep de ajiqua 

&&$ .pMfieUA* p56HR4U?ttS m*. wlv*mi», praterqoam 
j? reddUu super^s ipegigoftQ,*Ae <pw«^«ta«|''4« 



V Solidis et IX denarlis solvfendis Archldiacbhb d§ 
Exon, piro Synodaticis et ProCUiratibhibbs diet* 
ftectoriae de Hockford* Vefsbs qb&sbhhqne pef- 
feonas, de tempore lb tempbg) exofiefubuht, &c. 
reparaeioneni maremium sfcmpei* aid onus homini 
Regis durante terminb pfrsedicto. Et ptttdtetti^ 
Thomas coiicedit per pfgs£otes qood ipate abbbatftri 
solvet Afchidladonb Vs. iXd. omnfcs repafacione&t 
prseterquam maremium tantubi» ad bbus dicti Thorns 
Soulemont. Et praedictus Domluus Rex VblU et \>e¥ 
praesenteS concedit, quod dictus Thomas habbbit suffi- 
ciepteM beybote t fyrebotj ptbbghbbt, eaftebute* 
ibidem @t rion alibi, aanuatirrt* durante terhiino pr#* 
dicfo. In oujns te\ testimotnunl, &d. t)atbm apud 
Westmonastefium XXX. die Decembrfs, anno Rfcgnl 
kegisHenrieiVIII. 81°. 
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Collection of Record*, No. UfX/X at the End of 
2. Collier '« Eccles. Hist. p. 91. 

An Information made to Queen Elizabeth, by 

-~~'of the several Abuse* and Fraud* done 

unto the Stale in general, and the Crown, by such 
as have been employ" d by her Father, fyc. upon the 
'Suppression of the Abbeys, 4fc< written circ. A.*D. 

1559. 

» 

Part of the corrupt fraudulent and deceitful dealing 
of many subjects of this realm, at and since the sup* 
press! on and visitation of Abbeys, whereby the posses* 
sions, revenues, and treasure of the Grown have been 
Immeasurably rob'd and diminished, to the great of- 
fence of God, and slander of the Gospel, and to the 
no small impoverishing and weakningof the imperial 
Crown, ana utter undoing of a number" of your Ma- 
jesties poor tenants and subjects. And *o to the great 
slander of your Majesty, and withdrawing of their 
hearts from you, (whose. act it is told them to be, and 
so to them it seemeth, because some of your seals be 
at all or most part of them, and the confirmation of 
your head officers at the resf) and to the utter spoiling 
and undoing of a number of learned persons and 
excellent . wits, who understanding that many 
beftre iheiu have been thereby greatly enrich'd, and 
advanced : And that the gap thereunto, as unto a 
Virtue, was made wide open for all, without any. 
punishment, but rather commendations, were and 
are still the eosiller overcome by temptation of the 
wisdom of Satan, the world, and the flesh, to seek 
and labor, to become rich by like wicked w'ayes ; of 
whom, as the number is now of late years greatly in- 
creas'd, so al^o deceive^ they more subtfly and de- 
testably, and in more things than ever before. 

And here, after some farther length of invective, 
he proceeds to instance in the Reign of King Henry 
the VI 11 in the contents of which are. 

Deceitful and unrighteous dealing* at and upon 
the vi&Ualioii and suppression of Abbey*, fyc* 



— "to fijL'L* 
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1. Where the images of gold and silver, and what 
with the costly shrines, tabernacles, altars, and 
rood-lofts, and. the precious jewels of right stones, 
and pearls, &c. belonging; to the same, and the 
pixes, chalices, pattens, basons, ewers, candlesticks, 
cruets, censors, and multitudes of other rich vessel* - 
of gold and silver : and the costly altar clothes, cur* 
tains, cojares, vestments, aulbs* tunicles and other 
j-ich ornaments: and the finelinnen, jett marble, and 
precious wood, brass, iron, lead, bells, stone, Ac. 
And the household plate, houshoid stuff, and furni- 
ture of houshoid, and. the leases *abd .chattells, 
and the horses, oxen, kine, sheep, and other cattle, 
and the superfluous houses and buildings, and mul- 
titudes of other things that belong to the Abbeys, 
were worth a million of gold. 

The sales of the part ^hereof were Sfo cunningly 

made, and the preservation of the rest was such, that 

Your Majesties Father and the Crown of England 

had, in comparison, but mean portions of the same . r 

of which much was unpay'd by HI dealing many year* 

^fter: for the finding out of which, and punishing 

the great deceit and fraud, there was not then, 

neither hath their been at any time siuce (for the 

: Iike evils afterwards also committed to this day) any 

good order or diligeut labor, taken, but let pass, as" 

•tbo' to find out and punish such wickedness were 

no profit to the Prince and Crown, or good service 

to God., All which have been the egsilier let slip, 

because perhaps some of em that should have, (been j 

punish'd under the Prince, might also be parity 

guMy. 

2, Item, Whereas diverse 6( the visitors and *up« 

•pressors, had afterwards yearly allowance of fees, 
annuities, eorodies, &c. granted by the Abbfes to 
themselves, their servants and friends; was it likely 
that they came hy them without fraud ? 

3. The most part of the evidencies of Abbiea and 
Nunneries were pilfer'd away* sold and lost, as herein 
following under the titleof your Majesties time more 
plainly appears* 

, 4« Mannors, lands, and tcmementsv ftnd other he- 
reditaments were ofteu sold at under yearly rein* 
j^j matty >e!)iie deceits a~d frauds. 
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5 Many lands and tenements, Ac. were sometime 
fcbld with the appurtenances at the old yeaHy rents. 
Hut where the woods were undervalued, lis often they 
were, the same Went from the King tvitbobt re- 
bompence\ 

6. MannbrS, lands and tenements, &b. Sold to df- 
versfcY And after the woods were fell'd abd sold, and 
the rents ebhahc'd, or for great fines leasNi but for 
many years; thfen the same mannors were retiitti'd td 
the King in exchange tor other lands, that had plenty 
of woods, and wete unenbanc'd and unfeas'd in all of 
in part; ok- the leases were near expired: 

7. Much lahds abd tenements, &bd many great 
v< bods and other hereditaments were then sold away;, 
where the. money for the same Was not paied many 
years after the due time of payment. 

Deceits in the Reign o/£ing E&WARbTHfe Sixth* 
your Majesties Brother. 

Exchanges more than in King ilenry** time, and 
almost as bad, w he ire by the rents of maby ofem 
must needs decay ib a great part; when that leased 
shall end; that were bade by the exchangers, or when 
the bonds madii tb Warrant these rents, shall either 
be lost, forgotten, or not extended. . 

Much labd sold at undervalues by great deceit of 
man^; 

bec&t ihthe khort tifne of the Rtign o/QuEBN 
Majiy, yoUr Majesties Sitter. 

Many great gifts, sales and exchanges were then; 
therein was great deceit and lbsstb the Crown. 
Deceit in yoitr Mujettiies tithe. 

All or greatest part of the evidences of the lands; 

Eossessibns. and hereditaments bf all the Abbies, Ac./ 
ave by littlb and little hf fraudulent means been so' 
pilfer'd and sbld away; and feb dfawh into many 
private men's hands, that therb's almbfet bbne ofent 
left to your Majesties nse, so that yobr Majesty bath 
nothing tb maibtain ybbt title; if heed so require, 
but ohty your Ibhg pbsseSsibh and yobr oivn records 
trade sibce the suppression, thereof a number of eni 
he gone, iit palet iHferiit*'. 

And where scmfe meb have nought only the de« 
mesbet of a mannbr, abd have Sb preyaiFd by cot- 
rupt n eans, that the auditor has put thereto in hU 
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particular thereof, NOMEN Mannerii ; or else if the 
penners of the letters patents for that purchase have 
corruptly put it into the draught Or transcript, and 
the peruser overpass it, either by too much confidence 
in the penner, or for lack of time by so slight con- 
ferring of the particular and transcript, suffer'd such 
a scape; And so if the same KWe pass'd under the 
great seal, then is there no remedy, but he must have 
and enjoy the whole mannor, tho' afterwards it 
appear never so plainly that he purchased only a 
part thereof. Such be the laws and statutes they 
say, neither has there been (that ever I could know 
or hear of) any diligent inquiry made, or labour 
taken to find out by whose corruption it dame, and 
to punish the purchaser and all bis corrupt instru- 
ments, as the wickedness of the act did deserve. 
Arid so as all others might by their punishment be 
terrified from that ill kind, and innumerable other 
kinds of like corrupted dealing. 

Likewise of conceal'd lands whatsoever found out 
and certified by commission out of the exchequer^ if 
the commissioners, through friendship or corruption, 
have found out k mannor ^ or other lands to be worth 
yearly five shillings ; whereas the old yearly rent of 
the same was no less than twenty pounds by year : 
and thereupon if the procurer of the commission 
obtain it by lease or purchase at five shillings by year, 
your Majesty has no remedy, but he must enjoy it 
causd pr<edictd> notwithstanding the truth thereof 
do afterwards never so plainly appear. 

And also of many other th|pgs, both of lands, 
goods and woods, debts and other things answer- 
able in your Majesties Court of Exchequer, within 
the accompts of your Highness* Sheriffs, Escheators, 
and othec Officers and other persons aothoriz'd to take 
the same to your Majesties use, if they find out and 
seise any mannors, lands, hereditaments, goods, <fec. 
at a far under rate, tho* U be never so plainly known, 
they are not blam'd and punish' d for it ; no some will 
say the officers would never be sued for a pitiful 
hearing. 

Stately mannors, and mean mannors, with thfl 
parks and woods have been sold given, and Olher* 



<wiBe gtabted, where the (parks have pvss'd atnoftent, 
«od the woods at mo value, a very Utfle in 00m- 
Jpavistm, yea and some manners, &c. where diverse 
fees off Ihe keepers of the park, of the houses, <fec, 
•have ibeen deducted, so that Are values at which the 
said mannors have passed, hare been a great deal less 
than they ought to have been. 

Item, Diverse of the copyholders both of your 
stately and mean mannors, which is your best and 
richest lands, for their small rent be sometimes 
purchased, sometimes granted in fee-farm, and 
sometimes reas'd out, whereby the mannors be dis- 
membred, your tenants taken from you and im- 
poverish^, and your commons much griev'd and 
provoked to murmur, when they see copyhold tenure 
(the good ancient tenure of England) whereby the 
most of them hold, and ever have held their lands and 
livings, to be (now a daysj made void and of none 
effect. 

//em, Perquisites and profits of the courts of diverse* 
of your Majesties mannors be leas'd out and some 
sold away, whereby also the mannors be dismem- 
bered, the tenants and their services had from your 
Majesty. A matter of great weight. 

Item, The profits of the courts of many of the 
mannors that remain m your Majesty be yearly ill- 
answer 'd, and sometimes partly pilferM away, and 
the easilier because the stewards deliver not up yearly 
doubles of their court rolls, as by good order they 
should doe and because deceit is not sought OHt and 
punished. 

Item, Many of your Majesties rich woods, with 
the soils, both notable great and stately, and also 
both mean and small, some lying and being within 
the forrests, chases, parkes, commons, &c. and other 
some within the late demesnes, or proper Occu- 
pation of Abbots, Priors, Nuns, <&c. or of other 
former owners of castles, honours, lordships, man- 
nors, lands, tenements, and hereditaments,* .com- 
mon to your Majesties ancestors and to yourself, 
which never yielded any yearly rent, except some 

■^— ■ — — — ■ ^— ^— i i .^——i ■ 

• He means most prdbably the Honours, Castle?, Lordships, <fre. taken 
from the Bishops' Sees, and vested in the Crown by an Act of Parliament, 
made in the first Year of this Queen's reign. 
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trifle for the herbage or pawnage, being kept for 
royal and stately pleasure, and common and domes- 
tical profit, have been sold away for little or nothing 
in comparison, and some part of them letten out to 
no common benefit or particular profit for your Ma- 
jesty, because the rents be small, and the woods are 
suffer'd to be spoil'd, utpatet inferiu9. 

After recital of several other frauds too long to 
mention, he draws towards a conclusion in this 
manner. Your Majesty, says he, would wonder if 
you knew how much I have been malign'd re^ 
proach'd, brow-b3aten, and pursued with ill offices 
for my plainess against this mismanagement. At 
which your Majesty may be the more surpriz'd, 
because some ofem bear great shew and name of 
good men, add Gospellers: but alas piteous ones, 
God amend them, and us all. 



He that gave in this information owns himself a 
professor of the GospeU, that is a Protestant, and 
that he was in a post of authority: And since he 
brings in so high a charge against the courtiers and 
officers of the Crown, the reader needs not be sur- 
prized to find his name conceal'd. 
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ERRATA. 

P. 4T, 1. 4, tor nineteen, read twenty. 
P. 52, lastJinc, for except, read reeepta. 
P. 110, 1. 14, read, do juJeMe. 

j> lit* i' I* t0T GodeiIlont > "^d Soulemont. 
*- l J 7. 1. 22, for corcaeon, read coicacon. 

? P E!» * p * v - L 10 > for C1 y st » read Clyff - 
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